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~ FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The steamship Britannia arrived at Boston on 
Monday morning, at half past seven o’clock, from 
Liverpool, which place she left ou the evening of 
the 4thof February. After experiencing boiste- 
rous weather and head winds during the greater 
part of the passage, the vessel touched at Halifax 
on Saturday evening the 20th instant, and arrived 
below at Boston oa Sunday night. The Britannia 
brought eighty-five passengers, ; 

Considering the space of time over which the 
dates extend, the news is of very little interest. 
There is nothing later from China. 

The eastern question is settled. The intelligence 
was received in London on the Ist instant in de- 
spatches from adiniral Stopford, in which it is stat- 
ed, that commodore Napter had arranged affairs 
with such success at Alexandria, that the whole of 
ie Turkish fleet was given up to admiral Walker 
on the 11th January, and that Meheimet Ali had 
completely submitted to the sultan. And onthe 
12th of January one of the officers of the suitan 
left Constantinople for Alexandria, the bearer of a 
firman, by which his highness officially accords to 
Mehemet Ali the hereditary possession of Egypt. 

It further appears that Ibrahim’s army was im- 
mediately to evacuate Syria and to return to Egypt, 
und arrangements had been made to send transports 
to Caiffa, to bring away the women and children, 
and sick of the army. 

The arrival out of the Cambridge, of Sth Jaiwua- 
ry, and the accounuts she carried of the bad condi- 
tion of the United States bank of Pennsyivania, 
aud the fall in its stlock—excited much uneasiness 
in London. What will it be when the whole truth 
is known? 

The British parliament assembled on the 20th 
ult. and was opened by the qneen in person. Her 
speech on this occasion is more reinarkable for 
What it does not say than for what it does. ‘The 
absence of allasion to the state of the relations be- 
tween England and France is the omission to 
Which we have reference. It is stated in the French 
papers that the English ministry had inserted in the 
original draught of the speech a friendly paragraph 
towards France, but that a few hours before the 
Opening of parliament an account of the two pro- 
jects ot law presented to the chamber of deputies, 
the one calling fora levy of 89,000 recruits, and the 











Lee 


Teserve, had been received and was the cause of the 
studied silence observed in the speech. 
The French papers comment on the omission of 
any mention of France. 
lhe French funds declined in consequence of the 
unfavorable impression preduced by the speech. 
The reports of the debates on it had not then reach- 
ed Paris, 
staal pubiication in the Paris papers subsequently 
- ¢ debates on the address seem to have satisfied 
1¢ Paris quidnunes. 
Pri debate on the fortifications of Paris in the 
ys re er of deputies of France, had been very ani- 
ated and had not yet terminated. The opposition 


'o the Guizot administration continues fierce and. 


‘unrelenting, 


a GREAT BRITAIN. 
mal Fp of the British queen. The British parlia- 
nt met on the 26th of January. Her majesty at- 


tended in person, and r ) 7, 
; . read froin the throne ‘‘ihe fol- 
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lowing gracious speech, with good emphasis and 
good discretion.” 

My lords and genilemen: I have the satisfaction 
to receive from foreign powers assurances of their 
friendly disposition, and of their earnest desire to 
maintain peace. 

The posture of affairs in the Levant had long been 
a cause of uneasiness and a source of danger to the 
general tranquillity. With a view to avert the evils 
which a continuance of that state of things was cal- 
culated to occasion, I concluded with the emperor 
of Austria, the king of Prussia, the emperor of Rus- 
sia, and the sultan, a convention intended to effecta 
pacification of the Levant, and maintain the integ- 
rity and independence of the Ottoman empire, and 
thereby afford additional security to the peace of 
Europe. 

I have given directions that this convention shall 
be laid beiore you. 

1 rejoice to be able to inform you, that the mea- 
sures which have been adopted in execution of these 
engagements have been attended with signal suc- 
cess; and I trust that the objects which the contract- 
ing parties had in view are on the eve of being com- 
pletely accomplished. 

In the course of these transactions, my naval 
forces have co-operated with those of the emperor 
of Atistria, and with the land and sea forces of the 
sultan, and have displayed upon all occasions their 
accustomed gallantry and skill. 

Having deemed it necessary to send to the coast 
of China, a naval and military force to demand re- 
paration and redress for injuries inflicted upon some 
of iny subjects by the officers of the emperor of 
China, and for indignities offered to an agent of my 
crown, I atthe same time appoint plenipotentiaries 
to treat upon these matters with the Chinese govern- 
ment. 

These plenipotentiaries were by the last account 
in negotiation with the government of China, and it 
will be a source of much gratification to me, if that 
government shall be induced by its own sense of 
justice to bring these matters toa speedy settlement 
by an amicable arrangement. 

Serious differences have arisen between Spain and 
Portugal about the execution of a treaty concluded 
by those powers in 1835, for regulating the naviga- 
tion of the Douro. But both parties have accepted 
my mediation, and I bope to be able to effect a re- 
conciliation between them upon terms honorable to 
both. 

I have concluded with the Argentine confedera- 
tion, and with the republic of Hayti, treaties for the 
sa pression of the slave trade, which I have direct- 
ed to be laid before you. 

Gentlemen of the house of commons; I have di- 
rected the estimates of the year to be laid before you. 
However sensible of the importance of adhering 
to the principles of economy, I feel it to be my duty 
to recommend that adeqnate provision be made for 
the exigencies of the public service. 

My lords and gentlemen: Measures will be sub- 
mitted to you without delay which have for their 
object the more speedy and effectual administra- 
tion of justice. The vital importance of this sub- 
ject is sufficient to insure for it your early and most 
serious consideration. 

The powers of the commissioners appointed un- 
der the act for the amendinent of the laws relating 
to the poor expire at the termination of the present 
year. [ feel assured that you will earnestly direct 
your attention to enactments which so deeply con- 
cern the interests of the community. 

It is always with entire confidence that I recur to 
the advice and assistance of my parliament. | place 
my reliance upon your wisdom, loyalty and patriot- 
isin; aud I humbly implore of Divine Providence 
that all your counsels may be so directed as to ad- 
vance the great interest of morality and religion, to 
preserve peace, aud to promote by enlightened le- 


gislation the welfare and happiness of all classes of 


iny subjects. ; 
At the conclusion of the speech, the queen retired 
from the house. Upon the reassembiing of the lords, 
lord Ducie proposed the usual address. He comm- 
mented upon the continued maintenance of peace, 
and gave credit to the measures of the government 
for securing it. In the Levant, in China, in Ludia, 
the efforts of the governinent had been attended 
with success, while the nation was prosperous and 
contented at home. The restoration of credit in 
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the United States, he said, was another subject of 
congratulation; and while the cessation of the block- 
ade in the South American ports would renew com- 
munications with that country, the recognition of 
Texas would open anew and most extensive field 
for enterprise. ! : 

Lord Brougham replied that he felt compelled to 
notice a passage in the speech of the mover of the 
address, in which he congratulated them upon “the 
unabated assurance received from all foreign pow- 
ers of their disposition to maintain the most friendly 
relations with this country.” There was no passage 
to that effect in the speech from the throne, al- 
though there had been last year, and the omission 
suggested to his mind the most gloomy appreben- 
sions. He feared that a material change had taken 
place in the relations with France, that an interrup- 
tion had occurred to the good understanding which 
hac existed for ten years, and that an alliance so 
well calculated to promote peace throughout the 
world was in danger. The alliance between Eng- 
land and France gave the only competent security 
for Turkey against the designs of Russia, and the 
cessation of that alliance would be an evil which no 
success in arms, however brilliant could compen- 
sate. He feared that the alienation which had lag 
existed between France and Russia might, in case 
of any estrangement with this country, give way to 
a hew course of policy, and that these two powers 
might combine for the furtherance of their joint in- 
terests. He trusted that neither in France nor in 
England would it be thought that the people for an 
instant felt indifferent to the evils of war. 

The duke of Wellington expressed his approval 
of the course of foreign policy which had been 
adopted. He had long viewed ‘with anxiety the 
dangers that were likely to result from the stale of 
affairs in the Levant, and he rejoiced to think that 
those dangers would be now averted, and that France 
would join with the other powers in carrying out 
measures for continuance. 

In the house of commons, on moving the address 
to the queen, an aniinated debate arose on the pos- 
ture of British foreign affairs, but the speakers upon 
both sides seemed to insist on the necessity of pre- 
serving friendly relations with France. Sir Robert 
Peel complained that the queen had made no refer- 
ence in her speech to the affairs of Canada, to the 
United States boundary question, and the repeal 
agitation in Ireland. The addresses to the queen 
were carried in both houses without amendment. 

Money market. ‘The public securities were much 
depressed, on the Ist, by the intelligence received 
in London, respecting the United States bank. The 
sales of the Saturday previous, to the extent of 
£ 100,000, had some influence on the prices of 
stocks. ~ 
_ The late news from America, relative to the af- 
fairs of the Bank of the United States, has produced 
soine anxiety among those interested in American 
affairs; but allhough there seems to be no doubt 
that the accounts are correct in so far as they state. 
that the American money market was depressed 
and that the shares of the bank had fallen, there is 
great reason to believe that the assertion, «of all 
confidence in the institution being gone,” is untrue 
and we have no difficulty in stating that the state- 
ment of the immediate assets and liabilities is falla- 
cious. 

‘The house of Garry and Curtis, a leading firm in 
the Riga trade, has stopped payment. Their en- 
gagements are stated at £60,600. 








Cotlon markets. Liverpool, 4th February, 184¥. 
| Referring back to our circular of the 13th ult. we 
| have to advise that our cotton market continued firm 
}and steady up to about the 19th ult. when it became 
heavy,and continued so until the 27th, with a de- 
cline in prices of 4d. 

The sales for the week ending 15th . 
51,370 bales; for that ended 290° in ties sa 
36,050, and for the week ended 29th ult: 24.520 
bales. Of the latter 8,800 were Upland at 6a7: 
14,470; Orleans at 53a7$; with some ehoice lots of 
fancy marks, at 73a84; 1,480 Alabama and Mobile 
at 6a74; and 290 Sea Island at 15a27d. per Ib. For 
the past four days to last evening the business is 
estitoated at about 20,000 bales, about 4,500 of it 
to speculators, but yesterday’s portion of the gales 
was only about 2,500 bales, and none of it to specu- 
lators. For Upland may now be quoted Gfa6g; and 








fair Orleans and Mobile, 6] per ib. 
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FRANCE. 

The Paris papers of the 3ist January are occu- 
pied chiefly by the discussions on the fortifications 
of the capital. An amendment to the project pro- 
posing to limit the works to detached forts, placed 
at 4,000 yards distance from the present wall, was 
rejected late on Saturday by 236 votes against 175. 
This was considered decisive of the law, which 
will no doubt pass, and M. Thiers and the king of 
the French will both have carried their point of en- 
circling Paris with a circle of about twenty for- 
tresses, connected by an entrenched wall, 

Death of .an American consul in France. Died on 
Sunday evening, January 31, in Paris, in the 68th 

ear of his;age, of typhoid exbaustion after gout,— 

aniel Brent, esq. consul of the United States of 

America for Paris, and agent of American claims. 
SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. 

Letters and papers from Lisbon to the 18th Janu- 
ary announce that, so far as Portugal is concerned, 
the Douro question may be considered as settled; for 
although the opposition members ot the chamber of 
deputies had thrown obstacles in the way of its ad- 
justment by absenting themselves from the cham- 
ber, the several articles of the convention had been 
fully discussed, and the measures finally approved, 
on the 16th. 

The correspondent of the Morning Chronicle 
thinks, however, that Spain is bent upon a quarrel; 
and will find other pretexts, though the present be 
removed. 

The Globe, of Cadiz, of the 18th ult. mentions that 
the garrison had mutinied, and compelled the city 
intendant to deliver up to the military authorities 
the funds placed in his hands for the public service. 
This journal endeavors to excuse the conduct of the 
troops, by observing that they were left without 
either clothes or shoes, and reduced to depend on 
public subscriptions for maintenance. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

Gen. Harrison At Ricumonp. The Rich. 
mond Compiler of yesterday states that general 
Harrison has mingled freely with the citizens, dur- 
ing his sojourn at the capital of the ancient do 
minion, and that he has been entertained in the old 
Virginia style—with all courtesy, respect and hos 
pitality—without the pomp and parade which are 
the characteristics of public demonstrations in 
many other states. The general, it is added, bears 
up finely under the excitement and consequent fa- 
tigue of the incessant collision with company, and 
the constant exercise of his colloquial powers. 

A dinner was given to gen. Harrison at the log 
cabin on Saturday, at which a large company was 
present. Gov. Gilmer was among the guests. In re- 
sponse toa sentiment of the company, after removal 
of the cloth, gen. Harrison made a speech which is 
characterized as forcible, and replete with wisdoin 
and sound sense. 

Gen. Harrisen was to remain at Richmond yes- 
terday, and would be present at the interesting ce- 
remonial of the presentation of the swords, to the 
nine gallant officers of the Jand and naval service, 
to whose heroism in the time of trial, these testi- 
monials have been awarded, ‘To-day, it was the 
purpose of the president elect, to set out for the old 
mansions of the Harrison family on James River, to 
spend a few days with his relatives, before assum- 
ing the responsible duties of the station to which he 
has been elevated. 

The Whig says—‘General Harrison arrived in 
Richmond on Wednesday evening in the northern 
~ cars, and was received by mayor Lambert and Mr. 
Lyons, president of the Tippecanoe club, in behalf 
of that association, and conducted to the Powhatan 
house, escorted by a large multitude. Alter arriving 
there, gen. Harrison appeared for a few minutes at 
the balcony, but did not address the crowd. Gen. 
Harrison appears in decidedly better heaith than 
in 1836. 

He was at the Mercliants’ Coffee house yesterday 
at noon, and at the Powhatan house between 10 and 
12 o’clock, to receive his friends. 

The Richmond papers state that on Thursday last 
general Harrison visited the Merchants’ Coffee 
house, where he meta large number of citizens 
who had assembled to pay their respects to him. 
The Compiler states that in a brief address made by 


general Harrison he took occasion ‘‘to refer to the | ci | ' 
of the authorities of the United States, and it may 


charge of abolitionisin preferred against Mr. Gran- 
eer a member of his cabinet, that is to be. He sfid 
that Mr. Granger had seen the charge emanating 
from Richmond, and denied positively that he was 
an abolitionists; and remarked that if he should 
ever do any thing showing liim to be one, it would 
be the duty of gen. Harrison to eject him from his 
cabinet.” 9 

During the same day he also visited the house of 
delegates, then in session, and was introduced to 
many of the members. 

















_ Vicr prestpent Tyter. Gov. Tyler arrived 
in Richmond on Saturday, on bis way, we presume, 
to the seat of the federal government. The senate of 
the United States convenes on the 5th March in its 
simple executive capacity. 

The Whig says, we are gratified to find the vice 
president looking so well, having heard that he had 
recently been indisposed. 





Mr. Baneer, of N, Carolina, has accepted the 
offer of the post of secretary of the navy under the 
new administration. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. Case of L’ Amistad. In 
the senate on Friday, a message was received 
from the president of the United States transmitting 
copies of correspendence between the state depart- 
ment and the representative of foreign governments 
relative to the negroes taken on board L’Amustad, 
which has occurred since his message of the 21st 
March, 1840. [ Globe. 

Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Washington, Jan. 20, 1841. 

Sir: I am instructed to represent to you that the 
attention of her majesty’s government has been se- 
riously directed to the case of certain African ne- 
groes, found on board the Spanish ship “Amistad,” 
the same persons whose cause has been brought be- 
fore the courts of law of the United States, and for 
whom a powerful and humane interest appears to be 
felt in this country as well as in England. 

It is known to her majesty’s government that 
these negroes were imported into Cuba direct from 
the coast of Africa, in a Portuguese slave vessel 
called the Tecora, in the summer of 1839, and that, 
shortly after their arrival, they were purchased as 
slaves at the Havana by two Spaniards of the name 
of Jose Ruiz and Pedro Montez. Ruiz and Montez 
then placed the negroes on board the schooner 
Amistad, intending to convey them to another port 
in Cuba. It appears that during the voyage, the 
hegroes with a view of recovering their liberty, 
seized possession of the vessel, put the inaster to 
death, and ordered the remaining whites to navigate 
the vessel to the coast of Africa. The whites, how- 
ever, directed their course towards North America, 
until they were fallen in with by the United States 
brig-of-war Washington, when the Amistad was 
finally brought into the port of New London, in 
Connecticut. The proceedings which have taken 
place subsequently to the arrival of the negroes in 
the U. States are sufficiently well known to you. 

Now, her majesty’s government bave to observe, 
that, since the year 1820, it has become unlawful, 
according to the law of Spain, to import negroes 
from Africa as slaves into the Spainish dominions, 
and that as the negroes here referred to had been 
newly imported from Africa into Cuba, and could 
not by law be imported as slaves, they wust in the 
eye of the law be considered as free persons. 

And Great Britain is also bound to remember that 
the law of Spain which finally prohibited the slave 
trade throughout the Spanish dominions, from the 
date of the 80th May, 1820, (the provisions of whieh 
law are contained in the king of Spain’s royal ce- 
dula of the 18th December, 1817), was passed in 
compliance with a treaty obligation to that effect, by 
which the crown of Spain had bound itsell to the 
crown of Great Britain, and for which a valuable 
compensation, in retusn, was given by Great Bri- 
tain to Spain as may be seen by relerrence to the 
2d, 8d and 4th articles of a public treaty coneluded 
between Great Biilain and Spain on the 23d of 
September, 1817, 

Her majesty’s government, therefore, are moved 
by special and peculiar reasons to take an interest io 
the fate of these unfortunate Africans, who are 
known to have been illegally and feloniously reduc- 
ed to slavery by subjects of Spain. 

It is next to be observed that Great Britain and 
the United States have mutually engaged themselves 
to each other by the 10th article of the treaty of 
Ghent, to use their best endeavors for the entire abo- 
lition of the Afsican slave trade. And there can be 
no doubt of the firm intention of both parties religi- 
ously to fulfil the terms of that engagement. 

Now the unfortunate Africans whose case is the 


thrown by accidental circunistances into the bards 


probably depend upon the action of the U. States 
government, whether these persons shall recover 
the freedom to which they are entitled, or whether 
they shall be reduced to slavery, in violation of 
known laws and contracts publicly passed, prohibit- 
ing the continuance of the African slave trade by 
Spanish subjects. 

It is under these circumstances that her majes- 
y’s government auxionsly hope that the president 
of the United States will find himself empowered to 


| States for promotion to lieutenants. 
subject of the present representation, have been | 





a 
take such measures in behalf of the aforesaid Aj,;, 
cans as shall secure to them the possession of thej, 
liberty, to which, without doubt, they are by law 
entitled. ; 
I avail myself of this cecasion to renew to yoy 
the assurances of my distinguished consideration, 


H.S. FOX, 
The hon. John Forsyth, §c. &c. &e. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
Department of state, Washington, Feb. 1, 184}. 

Sir: 1] have the bonor to acknowledge the receint 
of your letter of the 20th ultimo, in which you state 
that you are insiructed to represent to me that the 
attention of her majesty’s government has been ge. 
riously directed to the case of the negroes of the 
Spanish ship “Amistad,” with the anxious hope that 
the president of the United States will feel himse}; 
empowered to take such measures in their behalf as 
will secure to them the possession of their liberty, 

Viewing this communication as an evidence of the 
benevolence of her majesty’s government,—undery 
which aspect alone it could be entertained by the 
government of the United States,—I proceed by the 
direction of the president, to make, in reply, a few 
vbservations suggested by the topics of your letter, 
The narrative presented therein, of the circumstan. 
ces which brought these negroes to our shores, js 
satisfactory evidence that her majesty’s government 
is aware that their introduction did not proceed from 
the wishes or directions of the government of the 
United States. A formal demand having been made 
by the Spanish minister for the delivery of the ves. 
sel ard property, including the negroes on board, the 
grounds upon which it is based have become the 
subject of investigation before the judicial tribunals 
of the country, which have not yet pronounced their 
final decision thereupon. You must be aware, sir, 
that the executive has neither the power nor the dis. 
position to control the proceedings of the legal tri. 
bunals when acting within their appropriate juris. 
diction. With regard to the other considerations 
presented by you in behalf of the negroes of the 
‘‘Amistad,’? ] have to remark that it is not under- 
stood that the facts upon which they are founded are 
admitted by the ministers of her Catholie majesty; 
and ihis government would, with great reluctance, 
erect itself into a tribunal to investigate such ques. 
tions between two friendly sovereigns. IH, however, 
these facts are established, they cannot be without 
their force and effect in the proper time and place. 
You have doubtless observed, from the correspon- 
dence published in a congressional document, that 
it is the intention of the Spanish minister to restoie 
these negroes, should their delivery to his govern- 
ment be ordered, to the Island of Cuba, whence the 
vessel in which they were found, sailed; where they 
will be placed under the protection of the govern- 
ment of Spain. It is there that questions arising 
under the Spanish laws and the treaties of Spain 
with Great Britain, way be appropriately discussed 
and decided; and where a full opportunity will be 
presented to the government of her majesty the 
gueen of Great Britain to appeal to the treaty stipu- 
lations applicable to the subject of ycur letter. 

I avail inyself of this oceasion to renew to you the 
assurances of my distinguished consideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 

Henry Stephen Fox, esq. &c. &c. &c. 

THE ARMY. 

Movement of troops. One hundred and twenty re- 
cruits under the command of lieut. Mock, U. 5. A. 
arrived at Savannah on Saturday, 13th inst. in the 
ship Gaston, capt. Chadwick, and embarked on 
Sunday for Flerida, in the steamer Isis, captain 
Pitcher. 

Army surgeons—Official. An official notice ap- 
pears in the Washington papers that a board will 
convene at Philadelphia on the 25th of May, or as 
soon thereafter as practicable, for the purpose of ex- 
amining assistant surgeons who may be ordered to 
appear before it, and such applicants for appoint: 
mentin the medical staff of the army as may be in- 
vited to attend. The board will consist of surgeon 
Mower, surgeon Finlay, and surgeon McDougall. 

THE NAVY. 

Promotions The names of forty-four passed 
midshipmen have been sent to the senate of the U. 
Also, thirly 
lieutenants for promotion to commanders, and, I 
the old ratio is observed, ten commanders wil! be 
promoted to post captains. This will make a hole 
in the register, as they will no doubt be confirmed. 

The Norfolk Beacon says:—We learn that cap': 
McCauley will be the flag captain of the Delaware, 
which ship is, as we before stated, destined for the 
Mediterranean station, and is to be commanded by 
commodore Morris, who is to take charge of ihe 
Mediterranean squadron. 

It is rumored that commodore Warrington }5 ' 
succeed commodore Morris as. president of the 12¥y 
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STATES OF THE UNION. 
MAINE. 

War movement. The resolutions on the subject 
of repelling British invasion, offered in the house of 
representatives of Maine, have been taken up by 
the senate, and ofter being amended by inserting 
$1,000,000 instead of $400,000, for the defence of 
the state, were referred to the commiitee on the 
nertheastern boundary. Mr. Davis then offered the 
following resolution, which was also referred to the 
committee on the northeastern boundary: 

Be it resolved, That the president of the United 
States be requested and urged to cause the immedi- 
ate removal of the foreign armed force, by which 
our state is invaded, stationed upon the upper val- 
jey of the St. Johns’, and that the government of 
the United States be earnestly invoked to relieve 
this state from the present heavy needless burthen 
of its own defence.” 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The hon. Rufus Choate has been nominated by a 
meeting of the whig members of the Massachusetts 
Jegislature as the successor of Mr. Webster in the 
U. S. senate. 

The Massachusetts house of representatives have 
indefinitely postponed the proposition to indemnily 
the proprietors of the nunnery burnt at Charlestown 
a few years since. The vote on the question of in- 
definite postponement was, yeas 207, nays 49. 


NEW JERSEY. 

U. S.senator. The hon. Jacob W. Miller, (W.) 
of Morristown, N. J. has been elected tothe United 
States senate for the term of six years from the 4th 
of March next, in the place of Mr, Wall, (V. B.) 
whose term of service then expires. 

The Newark Advertiser says:—Mr. Miller is a 
distinguished member of the New Jersey bar, and 
has served with honor in both branches of the state 
Jevisiature. His services in the legislative council 
during the exciting discussions of the last year, and 
jis eloquent appeals to the people during the great 
political campaign which has terminated so happily 
for the country, furnish a sufficient guarantee that 


e will discharge the responsible duties of the high | twenty-six states, divided 


tation to which he has now been called, with cre- | 


itto himself and his native state. Henceforth New 
Jersey will be fairly represented in the councils of 
he nation. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Banks. The resolutions suspending fer 40 days 
he penalties imposed by recent acts in the case of 
aul suspensions, have passed the senate of Penn- 
ylvania. The vote on final reading was—ayes 18, 
woes 14. They were sent to the house for concur- 
ence, on Saturday, and made the order of the day 
or the Ist of March. Inthe mean time, it is un- 
lerstood that the committee on banks will report a 
ill to the house, which bill, with the action there. 
bn, may supercede the necessity of adopting these 
emporary resolutions. 

In the house, Mr. Smyser’s resolution of inquiry, 
sking the governor to communicate all informa- 
ion in his possession, relative to the late suspen- 
ion, was up on second reading, 
ras adopted. 


The banks and the state. According to a table 
hich has been carefully prepared by Mr. Light- 
er, of the state legislature, if appears that the state 
f Pennsylvania bas within the last twenty years, 
ceived, either in bank dividends or bonuses, 
7,153,825 55. The dividends on bank stock held 

the state have, during the time named, 20 years, 
‘eraged 6 27-100 per cent. 

MARYLAND. 


Census. 
e tables of the census of this state, on page 340, 
cording to printers’ rules for paging, but the ef.- 
ct was, to place the column of grand total, out of 
sition; and on a transient glance at the table, a 
aler might mistake the ‘total numbers,’’to be the 
tals of the colored population only, instead of the 
pregate of the entire population. 
The residue of the valuable statistics of the state, 
collected, arranged and published by the imar- 
al, whose duty it was to take the census of 1849, 
a8 inserted in the last number of the Reaister. 
It will be observed that there is no column of the 
Sregate of white population, nor of the aggregate 
colored population. In order to obviate the omis- 
Pn, and to place the progress of the population of 
€ state in relation to some of its most interesting 
pects, more fully before the readers of the Na- 
ONAL ReeisTEr, we have prepared and now add 
Hew additional statements of our own. Our mo- 
e for this, and for devoting more than an average 
‘ce to the consideration of the statistics of the 
Pulation of this single state, must be obvious. The 
tude of Maryland in relation to her population is 
Y peculiar, and should be at this moment ex- 
dingly interesting, nct only to ths peaple withing 


on Thursday, and : 


Our foreman arranged the position of! 








her borders, but also to the people of the north, and 
still more so the people of the south. 

Maryland may be considered as the very centre 
state of the union—having the Capitol ilself in what. 
was formerly her territory. As between the north- 
ern and southern states, she is a kind of neutral 
ground, it being matter of dispute with which she 
ought to be classified. Some writers assume, that 
east of the Alleghanies, the Potomac as distinetly 
twwarks the natural boundary between the north and 
south, as itis admitted that the Ohio does west of 
that range, and therefore classify Maryland as a 
northern state. Others recognise the artificial dis- 
tinction which “Mason anv Drxon’s LINE” af- 
fixes between the sections of the union, and classify 
her as a southern state. It is fervently to be hoped 
that her attitude as a “border state” may never 
make her the battle ground of contending factions. 


But it is not only geographically that Maryland 
inay be said to be the central state-of this union. In 
several other particulars she is singularly so. Al- 
though in regard to dimensions, she is but the nine- 
teenth state of the union, eighteen of the states hav. 
ing more, and seven states less territory than she 
has, yet in regard to population she is exactly in the 
medium, half the states having more, and the re- 
mainder a less nuinber of inhabitants than she has. 
In density of population, she is the fifth state of the 
union. The surface of the state, embraces about 
13,950 square miles, of which nearly one-fifth is 
water. 

In 1820, the total number of inhabitants in the 
union being 9,625,724, and there being then twenty- 
four states, the average was 401,072. The popula- 
tion of Maryland was then 407,350, which was the 
nearest approximation of any state in the union to 
the average. In 1830, the total population of the 
states of the union, divided by the number of states 
in the union, gives an average of 526,501. At that 
time Maryland having a population of 447,040, was 
nearer the average number than any state in the 
union, except the state of Georgia, which had a po- 
pulation of 516,823. {fn 1840 the population of the 
by the latter number, 
gives an average of 628,800. The population of 
Maryland being 467,567, falls 160,233 below the 
average, and Alabaina 479,444, Maine 501,796, S. 
Carolina 594,439, Georgia 618,166, (the nearest to 
average), Indiana 683.314, North Carolina 753,110 
and Kentucky 777,359, seven states approximate 
nearer to the averege than she does. But it will be 
recollected that under the constitution of the United 
States, the proportion of representation is regulated, 
not by the total number of inhabitants, but by the 
total number of free persons, ‘added to three-fifths 
of all other-persons.”? This is the diiference be- 
tween the actual population, and the ‘federal nuin- 
bers” recognised in making apportionments, and by 


'which the influence of Maryland in the general scale 


has been reduced at each census, about 40,000 be- 
low her actual numbers. 


The total number of representatives in the first 
congress under our present constitution, was sixty- 
two, of which Virginia had ten; Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania eight each; New York and Maryland 
six; Connecticut, North Carolina and South Caro- 
lina five each; New Jersey four; Georgia three; 
Rhode I-land and Delaware one cach. 

The number of representatives assigned to Mary- 
land by the iatio of one for every 30,000, adopted 
under the census of 1790, was nine, and she main- 
tained that number under the ratio of 33,000, adopt- 
ed in 1800; of 35,000, adopted in 1810; and of 
49,000, adopted in 1820; but under the ratio of 
47,500 adopted in 1830 her representation was re- 
duced to eight. 

Twelve years since,ina publication then penned 
by the writer of this, in reference to the advantages 
of this state it was observed—*Happily for Mary- 
land, the political influence ofa state is not entirely 
dependent upon its representation. Position is of 
vast importance. Natural conveniences of naviga- 
tion are noless so. In both those respects as well 
as in the facilities offered for internal inprovements 
and manufactures, Maryland bas advantages un- 
rivalled by any state in the union, except N. York, 
and might justly contend for the palm with that 
prosperous state, to which she is mainly inferior in 
extent only. Her political position as a central key- 
stone to the union, as partaking of the climate of 
both the sections, and able to resort fo the pursuits 
of either or both, as having in her bosom, if not 
under her wings, the reguler increasing capital of 
the nation with its vast advantages as such, possess- 
ing an extent of coast, not indeed of sea coast, but 
of water course superior for domestic conveniences 
to any sea coast, and larger in extent than that of 
any state of the nnion,—having a key of commu- 
nication with the north, the northwest and the west, 
net only cgnal, but fairly superior to that of N. York 


itself, and which will certainly be improved as soon 
as the people of the state are awakened to its vast 
advantages, possessing a capital city, which has had 
a growth as remarkable as that of any city of the 
world, and which now places her next to Philadel- 
phia for population, enjoying a commerce which 
ranks the state as the third, and tonnage that ele- 
vates her as the second state in the union, not in 
proportion but ip actual amount. In proportion to 
extent and population, Maryland has now a greater 
tonnage and a greater commerce than any state in 
the union. What would they be, if the avenues were 
opened which would connect her with the Mohawk 
and the western counties of New York,—with the 
vast chains of northern and northwestern lakes,— 
with the Ohio, the Mississippi, the Missouri, avenues 
that wait only to be improved, and Maryland will 
truly become the centre of the union, in the most in- 
timate of all political connexions, that of commerce 
and profitable intercourse. ”” 


Since the above paragraph was penned, Mary- 
land, has, for her resources, made most gigantic 
strides towards opening those several avenues of 
intercommunication—and she is at this moment 
struggling spiritedly in that peculiar attitude of 
such a course, when the interest upon the expen- 
ditures are at the heaviest amount, the works being 
alminost completed, and yet the most of them, not 
sufficiently so, to yield the income which can only 
be expected upon their completion. One manly 
and effective effort more—and a rich harvest of 
trade, commerce and prosperity will be insured. 


There is, however, another striking peculiarity in 
the statistics of this state; she lies directly between 
the slaveholding and the non-slaveholding states; 
and though no state in the union, either by public 
opinion or by legal estimates, more distinctly recoz- 
nizes the claim of the slaveholder to property of 
that description, yetin no state of the union has 
emancipation so rapidly progressed, and whilst 
several of the counties of the state have now a larger 
number of slaves than of white inhabitants, yet there 
are in the state at present, not only the largest pro- 
portion, but actually much the largest number of 
free colored people, of any state in the union; free 
according to common parlance, though in fact neither 
freemen nor slaves, nor are they ever likely to be 
really freemen under her laws. The attitude of Mary- 
land in this respect, and the effect of hercourse of po- 
licy, must be matter of interest to the whole union— 
certainly of profound interest to the people of the 
state. The surest data whereby to judge ofthe effect 
of that policy, is by comparing the items of the 
several censuses. It is our purpose to endeavor to 
furnish what we can of that data, and leave others to 
deduce conclusions therefrom. 

The first emigration to Maryland under lord Bal- 
timore’s charter, took place in 1634, and consisted 





| slaves, 





of abont 200 gentlemen. In 1660 the population 
amounted to 32,000; in 1665 to 16,000; in 1701 to 
25,090. In 1734, one hundred years after its first 
settlement, there were 34,000 “taxable inhabitants” 
in the province. In 1749 there were 85,000 in- 
habitants. ; 

In 1755 there were 55,319 free white males; 
49,908 free white females, 1,474 white male, and 
407 feinale convicts, 3,592 mulattoes, and 42,764 
negro slaves—imakiny a total population of 153,564. 

Aggregates of whites, free colored, and slaves under 
each census from 1790 to 1840. 

In 1790, whites, 208,649; free colored, 8,043; 
slaves, 103,026—total 319,728. 

In 1800, whites, 216,356; free colored, 19,587; 
slaves, 105,635-—total 341,578. Increase in ten 
years, 21,850. 

In 1810, whites, 235,117; free colored, 33,927; 
slaves, 111,532—total 380,546. Increase in ten 
years, 38,968. 

In 1820, whites, 255,622; free colored, 44,730; 
slaves, 106,993—tutal 407,850. Increase in ten 
years, 26,804. 

In 1830, whites, 291,108; free colored, 52,938; 
slaves, 102,991—total 447,040. Increase in ten 
vears, 39,690. 

' In 1840, whites, 316,544; free colored, 64,837; 
89.736—total 463,117. Increase in ten 
years, 21,077. 

It will be observed that our aggregate of 1840 va- 
ries froin the aggregate of the marshal’s table. It is 
because we have not been able to make the items, 
which we derive from his table, correspond exactly 
with his aggregate--and we cannot determine where 
the error lies. 

The proportion of whites to the colored popula- 
tion in the year 1755, was 2.3 white, to one colored; 
in 1790 it was 1-88; in 1800, 1-75 to one; in 1810, 
1-62; in 1820, 1°77; in 1830, 1-88; and in 1840, 
it was 2 088-100 whites to one colored person. 

The condilion of the colored population, hag, 
however, during this period, undergone a very md- 
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terial nage ge Sixty years ago, nearly all the de- 
_cendants of Africa within the state were slaves. In 
1790, not quite one cut of every fourteen were free. 
In thirty years from that period, (1820), the num- 
ber of free had increased to 44,730, and bore the 
eee of considerably more than one-fourth of 
he total number of their race in the state. During 
the same period, the entire increase of the slaves, 
was but 3,968, being less than four percent. In 
1830, more than one-third of the colored people 
of the state were free, and in 1840, the proportion 
of free colored to the slaves was as 61 to 89—ap- 
proximating one-half. 

The number of free blacks have increased in the 
last ten years 8,899, and in tbe last thirty years 
27,910—being an average of over nine hundred per 
year. 

The number of slaves in the state have diminished 
within the last thirty years 21,796—within tke last 
ten years, the diminution has been 12,158—or over 
twelve per cent. . 


The entire colored population of the state, bas 
diminished according to our arithmetic, 3,359 within 
the last ten years, being over two per cent. 


The white population has in¢reased in the same 
time 25,436, or eight and three quarters per cent. 
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Total 

: Free Total 
COUNTIES. Whites. blacks. Slaves. blacks. — 
Allegany 14,677 216 811i} 1,027) 15,704 
Washington 27,733| 1,556) 2,505; 4,061) 28,792 
Frederic 27,575| 2,987} 4.420) 7,407| 34,982 
Carroll 15,223 895| 1,120; 2,015) 17,2387 
Baltimore 24.184] 3,478} 4,400) 7,878] 32,062 
Harford 12,065} 2,449) 2.537) 4,986) 17,051 
Montgomery 8,280} 1,240) 5,127) 6,367) 14,647 
P. George’s 7,832} 1,080! 10,640} 11,720} 19.552 
Saint Mary’s 6,051; 1,413) 6,757; 7,170) 13.221 
Calvert 3.664| 1,292} 4,401] 5,698] 9,357 
Charles 5,998| 817} 9230} 10,097] 16,095 
Anne Arunde}| 14,597} 5,120] 9,816) 14,936} 29,533 
Cecil 13,351| 2,552) - 1,346) 3,895) 17,249 
Kent 5,618} 2,486] 2.741| 5,227| 10,845 
Caroline 5,373) 1,727 776| 2,503) 7,876 
Talbot 6,054| 2,336] 3,698] 6,034] 12/038 
Queen Anne’s| 6,109} 2,540) 3,979 6,519) 12.628 
Somerset 11,563) 2,645) 5.395) 8.040) 19,603 
Dorchester 10,647} 3,965) 4,232) 8,197) 18,844 
Worchester 11,643) 3,063) 3543; 6,606) 18,249 
Baltimore city | 81,317) 17,980} 3,212) 21,192|102,509 
316,544] 61,837} 89,7361151,573/468,127 








The aggregate increase of the population of the 
state within the last fifty years, has been 148,399, 
on an average of very nearly 3,000 per year. 

The city of Baltiinore alone, has increased in po- 
puiation within the last fifty years from 13,503 to 
102,509; say 89,006, leaving 59,393 increase for the 
residue of the state. 

The population of the Eastern and Western 
Shores from 1790 to 1840, inclusive, are as follows: 


1790. ; 1800. ; 1810. | 1820. | 1830. | 1840. 
East. 
Shore, |107,638|112,536/117,121|115,639|119,582!117,382 
West. 


Shore, (212,089\237,156/263,435/291,711|327 4641350745 

lt will be perceived that the population of the 
Eastern Shore within the Jast filty years has only 
increased 9,744, or nine per cent.—and that within 
the last ten years the population of that shore has 
diminished 2,200, or about two per cent. 

The population of the Western Shore, has in the 
last fiftv years, increased 148,654—and in the last 
ten years 23,281. 





VIRGINIA. 

U. 8S. senator. The legislature of this state have 
at last agreed to elect a U. S. senator in the place 
of Mr. Roane, whose term of service expires on 
the 3d of March next; and the legislature have ap- 
pointed that day for the election. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Legislature. ‘The legislature was to adjourn on 
the 6th, but probably continued in session a few 
days longer. A law has been passed exempting 
from execution the real estate of a debtor to the 
quantity of 160 acres, or $1,500 worth of town lots. 
This is in addition to the personal estate, previous- 
ly exempt. A resolution has passed tle house by a 
majority of one vote, and will probably pass the se- 
nate, in favor of a national bank. A resolution has, 





: —-. 
may be held to be of no small importance, as },., 
ing to their effects, and to ulterior resulta — 
quent apes Similar action, pro and con, in ot 
states of the union. The resolutions set {oy}, the 
cause of sini between Virginia and New y, k 
aud pronounce the refusal of the governor of N. 
York to deliver up the fugitives from justice ry 
escaped from Virginia, charged with felony in ste I. 
ing slaves in that state, as a violation of the consti 
tution of the United States, and injurious to sh 
rights of the slaveholcing states; and they character} : 
the reason assigned by gov. Seward, for this said 
violation of the constitution, as “frivolous and whol 
ly nnworthy of a statesman.” ‘The concluding cet 
solution—the pith and marrow of the matter—js id 
follows: " 
6th. Resolved, That in granting licenses 
goods, wares and merchandise in this state, j 
pedient, until said redress shall be afforded, to make 
a discrimination unfavorable to goods, wares ay 
merchandise manufactured in the state of N. York 
or imported into that state and brought from tha 
state to this: Provided, said discrimination does jot 
apply to goods, wares and merchandise in the Ori- 
ginal cases or packages, in which they were jy. 
ported into the United States. 

After some remarks from the speaker, explanato. 
ry of his object, in offering these resolutions, he 
moved that 500 copies of them be printed—whjc) 
number were ordered by the house. 

How long would the union of the states endure— 
that union which is the only security for amity and 
friendship among its members—if such action was 
generally bad, in cases of difficulty, as that looked 
to, or recommended, in the foregoing resolution? 


THE BANKS. 

A report obtained circulation last week, that the 
banks in New York had or were about to suspend 
payments. The papers of that city contradict it, 
and assert that their banks are perfectly easy, nay, 
really want good paper. ‘The Commercial Adver. 
tiser says “the banks of the city of New York never 
stood so strong as at this day. Vhe amount of 
specie in their vaults yesterday was $5,504, 100; an 
amount deemed more than sufficient for any exi- 
gency that can arise.” 

It appears that upwards of eleven millions of dol- 
lars in specie or specie funds were drawn from the 
Philadelphia banks within twenty days of their last 
suspension, of which six went from the vaults ofa 
single bank, being balf a million more than is stated 
to be at this tine in all the banks of the city of New 
York. 

The difficulties existing amongst the banks in Phi- 
ladelphia is increased by the determination of all but 
the United States bank, to exclude that institution 
from their general arrangements and refuse their 
notes as payment. The United States bank of 
course refused the notes of those that refused hers. 

Several public meetings have been held, witha 
view of suggesting measures to the legislature. 
George M. Dallas presided at one held on the 6ih 
and Josh. R. Chandler acted as seeretary—Josiab 


to sel] 
t is ex. 








been passed, recommending the creation of a land 
district, embracing the country on the Mississippi 
between the line dividing the Chickasaw and Clioc- 
taw tribes and the mouth of the Yazoo; the land 
office to be at Victmia. A law has been passed pro- 
viding for the inspection of bale rope and bagging, 
and one prohibiting the use of cotton hooks. The 
last, we are told, was actually recommended in the 
message of hisexceliency. ‘The bagging inspection 
law will prove very vexatious and expensive. 
{ Louisville Journal. 
LOUISIANA, 

The house of representatives adopted a resola- 
tion, requesting our senators and representatives in 
congress to use their endeavors to procure the alte- 
ration of the present naturalization laws so as to re- 
quire twenty-one years’ consecutive residence in 
the United States, before a foreigner could become 
naturalized, by a vote of twenty-five to ten. 

[NV. O. Bulletin. 
KENTUCKY. 

U. S. senator. The hon. J. T. Morehead, has 
been elected by the legislature, a senator in congress 
for six years from the 4th of March next, to succeed 
Mr. Crittenden. 


Tuxation. A committee of the Kentucky legisla- 
ture recommend the passage of a bill to raise the 
taxes in that state, to 15 cents on each hundred dol- 
lars of properly, as necessary to preserve the credit 
of the state, there being a deficiency in the resources 
of the sinking fund of more than $114,000 to meet 
its known liabilities for the current year. 

MISSOURI. 

In the house of representatives of this state, on 
the 4th inst. Mr. Speaker Price introduced a se- 
ries of resolutions—founded on the subject of con- 





troversy between New York and Virginia—which 


Randall proposed a series of resolutions, which oi 
motion of Josh. R Ingersoll were referred to a cow- 
inittee of seven to report to a more general meeting 
which was convened on Tuesday the 9th. Mr. lu. 
gersoll there reported resolutions ‘that the commu: 
nity stand in need of legislative assistance and Ie- 
lief”? that certain banks, naming them, and exclud: 
ing the name of the United States bank, were ‘in 
condition to receive, and to render available to the 
people, the contemplated relief and assistance;” tha 
the hanks had met and attempted to carry out the 
act of 1840, requiring them to resume on the Joi 
January, ‘‘and a large amount of specie has bee! 
withdrawn in the abortive attempt to give perm 


ing measures of relief and assistance are called fo! 
by the present emergency: 

1. A suspension of the penalties provided by ary 
statute of this commonwealth, for the omission of 
any of the above named banks to pay their depo 
sites and obligations in gold or silver coin. 


3d April, 1840, relative to dividends, &c. 

3. An arrangement by which each bank shall be 
required to pay out its own notes, and not the noles 
of any other banks. 

4. Such other measures of relief and assistance # 
the legislature in its wisdom may enact. > 

5. That a committee of seven persons be appoint 
ed to proceed to Harrisburg for the purpose o! ob 
taining the necessary relief afd assistance. 

The proceedings of the legislature now in seasio 
at Harrisburg are looked to with great interes! 
Whether governor Porter and the party that he® 
altached to, will materially relax from the cours? 
they have heretofore maintained, remains 4°" 


doubtful. 





nence to the same”—and they say, that the follow § 


2. A re-enactment of the provisions of the act ff 
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In the senate on the 31th inst. Mr. Spackman 
from the committee on banks, reported the follow- 
ing preamble and resolutions: 

hereas, The Bank of the United States of. 
Pennsylvania, suspended payment of its liabilities 
in specie on the 4th inst. and the rest of the banks 
of the city on the following day, and the suspension 
of the other banks of the commonwealth must be 
produced by the suspension of the city banks. 

And whereas, The said city banks and other 
banks in this commonwealth, in obedience to the 
resolution of the legislature of the 3rd April, 1840, 
«on, from and after the 15th day of January, 1841,” 
did ‘pay on demand all their notes, bills and depo- 
sites, and other liabilities im gic and silver coin,” 
and in the effort fo continue such payment it is 
stated and believed many millions in specie have 
been withdrawn from this commonwealth on ac- 
count of neighboring states and foreign kingdoms. 

And whereas, The enforcement of the penal pro- 
visions may in ten days forfeit the charters of the 
banks, and place their affairs in the hands of trus- 
tees to be settled and closed, thereby leaving the 
people of this. state without a currency for the trans- 
action of business, and producing deep and general 
distress. 

And whereas, Such a calamity should be avoided, 
and in order to proper legislation, time for the ne- 
cessary examination and consideration is required 
to enable the legisiature to adopt judicious measures 
for the relief of the community, and the protection 
of such banks whose condition may entitle thei to 
confidence: therefore, 

Resolved, &c. That so much of the resolution of 
the 3rd April, 1840, as provides for the forfeiture of 
the charter of any bank within this commonwealth, 
which shall at any time after the 15th day of Janu- 
ary, 1841, refuse to pay on demand any of its notes, 
bills, deposites or other liabilities, in gold or silver 

coin, except as therein specified, be and the same 
is hereby suspended for the space of forty days 
from the passage of this resolution. Provided, 
That nothing therein shall be so construed as to re- 
vive the penal provisions of any act or acts supplied 
by said resolutions. And provided further, ‘That 
nothing herein contained shall deprive any person 
or persons, or body corporate, having any claim or 
demand on any bank within this commonwealth, 
from recovering the same in gold or silver coin by 
proceeding on action at common law. 

We copy the following from the Philadelphia 
Ledger: ‘All eyes are still directed to Harrisburg, 
anxious to learn the fate of the banks. There are 
many persons in the interest of the banks in attend- 
ance upon the legislature, a portion of them in fa- 
vor of ‘relief’ to ail the banks in the state; another 
portion in favor of all the banks except the U. 8. 
bank, which is opposed: a portion who represent 
that institution exclusively; and the old anti-bank 
party, both in and out of the legislature, which op- 
poses all relief or interference with the present laws 
on the subject. What may be worked out of these 
various and conflicting interests cannot well be de- 
termined. One thing is quite certain, that th« 
United States bank does not inean to be driven into 
liquidation, if persuation and active energy can save 

it. Several able persons in its interest were there 
all last week, and this morning a delegation com- 
posed of Messrs. John Hemphill, George Handy 
and James Martin, left this city, carrying to the le- 
gislature a memorial praying that any relief that 
body may have in contemplation for the other banks 
of the commonwealth, may likewise be extended to 
it. The bank also furnished a statement of its con- 
dition at the present time, which is sent to the le- 
cimetare, _ What or whether any thing will be done 
oy ane legislature, in the way of relieving the banks 
Ol the penalties under which they are now laboring, 
mi matter of great doubt. The joint resolution of 
“Mr. Spackman, snpeading the operation of the re- 
sumption act, for forty days froin their passage, and 
nee do not require the concurrence of the execu- 
vat % give them effect, it is thought probable it 
wine pans both houses. The door once open, and 
ton venture to define the emt of suspension.” 
sree dante a rumor is stated of a discovery of 
i ag callons or overdrafts by clerks in the U. 
saggy the amount varying in different circles 
penta o08 to eight hundred thousand dollars. A 
er ortho ue brokeis refused to purchase the 
afaire th ank. It is now said to be some old 
lat had been inquired into long since and 

utterly disproved. ™ 
he failure of the bank, we fear, is but the per- 


}Curser of widely extended ruin amongst the busi- 


mia of the community. Several houses have 

York y peenes tn Philadelphia, and some in New 

i. oe Bedi & Aspinwall, Philadelphia, engaged 

wets ac _ trade with South America, and 

wea! ppose to be quite wealthy, suspend it is 
ported for half a million of dollars. 


Philadelphia barks. The Philadelphia papers 
say that the following statement made up from offi- 
cial sources, shows the amount of specie and specie 
funds actually paid by the fifteen banks in Phila- 
delphia during fifly-four days, commencing on the 
15th of December last. ; 

Amount of specie and specie funds paid by the 
banks of Philadelphia, from Dec. 15, 1840, to Feb. 
8, 1841, inclusive: 








Philadelphia, $1,141,820 
Pennsylvania, 1,137,164 
Girard, 1,056,000 
Farmers’ & Mechanics’, 802,628 
North America, 285,000 
Mechanies’, 212,000 
Commercial, 130,000 
Moyamensing, 101,000 
Southwark, 75,981 
Northern Liberties 67,000 
Penn Township, 50,000 
Western 30,000 
Manufacturers’ & Mechanics’, 25,000 
Kensington, 9,139 
$5,122,732 

United States, 6,083,321 
Total, $11,206,053 


According to the last report of the banks to the 
legislature, the number of stockholders at home and 
abroad, was pul down as follows: 

No. of stockholders in England and elsewhere, 1,390 
Pennsylvania, 1,481 
U. States elsewhere than Pa. 1,658 


sé €< 


&s «ce 





Whole number 4,529 
These heid shares as follows: 

No. of persons holding stock to the amount of five 

shares and under 864 


Do. 10 shares and under 661 


“« O30 ‘<< ‘6 “c 732 
“ 650 ‘6 &< rT; 994 
« 100 ‘< ‘6 “6 588 
«500 *« vt tha 614 
‘“* over 500 shares 80 


The value of the shares owned abroad it will be 
seen is $27,000,000. The amount represented in 
this city is about $6,000,000, and the remaining 
$2,000,000 is held in Philadelphia. 

U. 8. bank. There is a heartless rejoicing over 
the fall of this institution, althongh it was produced 
by combination among speculators and stock gam- 


of the present month, when it became necessary to 
discontinue such payments. 

The efforts of the bank to make provision for her 
part of the duty, which the law required all the in- 
corporated banks of the commonwealth to perform 
on the day first named, and to continue to perform 
thereafter, were, from the time of the enactment of 
that law, made in a spirit of perfect obedience to the 
will of the legislature and with a hearty desire to 
collect from her resources, the coin and equivalent 
effects that would be necessary to comply with its 
commands. 

The directors of the bank did not permit them- 
selves to falterin their exertions, either in conse- 
uence of the general eas ea of credit in.the 
United States, especially in the southwestern states, 
where large portions of the capital were invested, nor 
in consequence of an additional liability of nearly 
two millions of dollars, which in relief of the state 
of Pennsylvania, and for the prosecution of her public 
improvements, the directors assumed in June 1840, 
by loaning that amount to the state. They did not 
for a moment forget their duty to their creditors, as 
the state had required them to perform it, nor the 
interests of the state as a borrower for public pur- 
poses, notwithstanding the severe conflict there was 
between them. Their faithful and unremitting effort 
was to do what the state commanded, without refus- 
ing to come to her succor, to an extent which greatly 
increased the burden of the command; a refusal 
moreover, in which if she had made it, she would 

not have stood alone. 

Under any but the extraordinary circumstances 
in which the bank was placed, the means collected 
would have removed from the directors every doubt, 
that the effort to continue specie payments indefi- 
nitely, would prove successful. Under any but such 
circumstances, it could not have failed to prove so. 
But against a combination of hostile interests, or 
what, without personal combination, may have been 
equally effectnal, a pervading distrust, stimulated 
into activity by a part of the publie press in ano- 
ther state, it has been shewn that no efforts of the 
bank could have triumphed, exeept such as would 
have enabled her to face every dollar of her debts 
with a dollar of coined silver. Inthe short space of 
eighteen banking days, upwards of six millions of 
dollars in specie, and in funds equivalent to specie, 
were demanded and received at the Bank of the Unit- 
ed States; and still the demand continued in such 
force, as to make it perfectly certain that it would be 
fruitless to persevere in the effort. The directors 
deeined it indispensable, therefore, at the close of the 





blers. In the ex|tation at the prostration of the 
bank commisseration for the fate of those who have 
lost their allis not thought of. We have heard of 
numerous justances of widows and others who had 
nearly the whole of their estates invested in the 
stock of this bank, who have not now means to 
supply their necessities. Had the bank not been 
an object of persecution, it might perhaps, have re- 
covered from its embarrassments, and saved inno- 
cent individuals from being sacrificed. But the 
whole moneyed interest of the counntry is now sub- 
ject to depression or elevation, as may suit the 
whims or interests of the stock gamblers of Wall 
street; and the country is 3aid to prosper or decline 
with the fluctuations of the stock market in New 
York. This isa new regulator of the country, and 
much more blighting in its influence than the Bank 
of the United States or any similar institutions,— 
The next move will probably be to ask congress for 
a national bank to be located in New York for the 
benefit of the stock jobbers of that city. [ Clipper. 

Several banks in Massachusetts are closing bu- 
siness, and a call is made upon the holders of their 
bills to forward them for payment before the period 
arrives when they will cease to beredeemed. The 
followed named banks are those referred to, viz:— 
Fultou, Commercial, American, Hancock, Kilby 
and Oriental banks, at Boston; Norfolk, at Roxbu- 
ry; Middlesex, at Cambridge; Windsor, at Windsor; 
Montpelier, at ‘Montpelier; East Bridgewater, at 
East Bridgewater. [ Sun. 

United States bank memorial. Welearn from the 
Harrisburg papers that a memorial from the United 
States bank was laid before each branch of the legis- 
lature. In the senate, as also in the house, 1,500 
copies of the memorial were ordered to be printed. 
It is as follows: 

To the senate and house of representatives of the com- 
monwealih of Pennsylvania. 

The president and directors of the Bank of the 
United States respectfully represent: 

That in obedience to the requisition eontained in 
the resolutions of the legislature of Pennsylvania 
passed the tiird day of April 1840, the Bank of the 
United States did, on the fifteenth day of Jan. 1841, 
pay on demand, all the notes, bills, deposites and 
other liabilities of the institution in geld and_ silver 
coin, and did, from and after that day, continue to 





fourth day of the present month, to discontinue pay- 
ments in specie. ) 

Vour memorialists do not deem it necessary to 
advert to thé cases and course of the other incorpat- 
ed banks of the citv and county, which they believe 
to have suffered in like manré: 224 from like causes, 
but the particulars of which will come wat? ™ore 
sey from their respective boards. 

n this state of things, the president and di 

of the Bank of the Dhited. States ace nce 
selves to the legislature, in the 5 trust, that 
after exertions. thus faithfully but fruitlessly made 
your honorable bodies will so far consider the inte- 
rests of honest creditors whose demands yet remain 
to be satisfied, of stockholders who depend upon the 
restoration of the bank for their support and com- 
fort, and of the public at large, including under that 
description the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as 
not to make between her and the other banks of that 
commonwealth, that partial distinction which some 
persons have thought fit to suggest, but to renew 
to the institution the benefit of those provisions 
which the resumption resolutions extended to all 
che, Sar and as it now appears, for too short a 
period. 

It is not in a spirit of boasting, but to bring the 
facts more distinctly before the legislature, that your 
memorialists beg permission to state some particulars 
of the application of the bank capital to the purposes 
of the state and to objects of public concern which 
have been promoted by the state. 

For the bonus to the state, including five annual 
payments of $100,000 each to the school fund, the 
bank has already paid the sum of three millions 
twenty-two thousand, six hundred and sixty-two 
dollars. 

By subscriptions to the rail road, navigation and 
turnpike companies, as required by the charter, the 
bank bas paid four hundred and fifteen thousand dol. 
lars. Eiyar 
The bank has loaned to the state at different ti 
since November, 1836, the sum of eight stilifone six 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars, of which three 
millions three bundred thousand dollars were loaned 
on the 23d January, 1840, the 1ith June, 1840, and 
the 26th January, 1841—the last loan of $400,000 
being part of a loan of $800,000, which was taken 





pay the same, in like manner, until the fourth day 


within a few days subsequent to the resumption of 
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specie payments, to aid the discharge of the accru- 


ing interest on the state debt, This loan was of 


course a direct charge upon her operations at the 
very moment that the payments in specie began; 
and it was moreover the fortune of the bank to pro- 
vide for a still larger portion of that loan in the pre- 
cious metals, as much of it was paid for by others in 
the promissory notes of the bank. 

he statement thus briefly submitted exhibils 
therefore a direct application of the capital of the 
bank to purposes of the state, to an amount exceed- 
ing twelve millions of dollars, and of nearly a mil- 
lion more, to works of public concern, conducive to 
the profit of the state works and the interest of her 
citizens. 
' That these applications of the capital have proved 
asevere burden upon the bank, and both reat 
and indirectly, an obstacle to the success of the ef- 
fort which has just failed, does not admit of reason- 
able doubt. ‘The demands of the state for large loans, 
which have never been negotiable by the bank, ex- 
cept as securities to borrow money, and then only 
upon estimates much below the price paid, and at the 
expense of heavy charges of interest, premiuin and 
commissions, may be stated with all confidence as a 
heavy burden imposed upon the institution. More 
than $7,500,000 of these loans have been within 
the last two years, a period of unexampled difficulty 
in the negotiation of money, and no part of them 
can be said to have been taken with the free will of 
the institution, or even with a regard to her own be- 
nefit, except as the directors conceived the interest 
of the state and of the institution to be closely con- 
nected, 

Your memorialisis humbly subinit, that contribu- 
tions like these do not constitute a ground of discri- 
mination unfavorable to the bank, as would seem to 
be the sentiment of those who would deny her the 
common relief that is now solicited at the hands of 
the legislature for all other banks. 

By subscriptions voluntarily made to promote 
public works of like nature, and to extend the use 
boo of the state works, the bank has paid nine 
hundred and seventy-eight thousand seven hundred 
and fifty-nine dollars. 

It is not however upon the ground of service to 
the state by the institution that the directors present 
this memorial. They represent great interests, the 
sacrifice of which will be extensively prejudicial to 
both public and private welfare, and it is on behalf 
of these interests, that they ask for relief by the le- 
gislature. They do not ask to be relieved from the 
roo, pnt imposed by the constitution, nor from the 
Jegal and moral liability of al! dehtors to pay their 
debts; but they confidently ask to be exempted from 

enaities which the legislature imposed, 24.4 which 
he legislature can lawfully repeal or suspend, and 
they ask it because the infliction of these penalties 


will inevitably retziua the payment of the debts, and 
will produce a wasteful sacrifice of capital, and in- 
crease of the prevailing embarrassment and dis- 
credit, and a loss of credit to the commonwealth. 
On each of these tendencies they ask leave to make 
one or two suggestions. The sufficiency of the as- 
sets of the bank to meet all her engagements to cre- 
ditors, is, in the opinion of your memorialists, as 
much a matter of moral certainty as that the assets 
of any bank in this state or elsewhere are sufficient 
fora like purpose. If through measures of folly or 
madness, all personal securities shall be annihilated, 
and real estate be made dead in the hands of those 


who own it, the calamity will not be confined in its 


| two millions of dollars of this paper, now, believed 


this state? It is net at present a question whether 
the Bank of the United States is at once to become a 
bank of extensive cireulation and deposite as before. 
Upon this point this bank must stand, like others, upon 
her own strength and the confidence of the com- 
one But the question is whether, be her resour- 
ces what they may, her creditors are to be deprived 
of the assistance which the charter will give by the 
infliction of penalties which are withdrawn from all 
other banks? 

It must be obvious to your honorable bodies that 
by sa das the charter, not only will the property 
of creditors be sacrificed, but that the same is more 
extensively true in regard to the capital of the stock- 
holders. 

What the stockholders have done to fall under the 
edge of public resentment, it is difficult to per- 
celve, 
in the bank it has not been theirs. If money has 
been too liberally loaned to the state of Pennsylva- 
nia, to improvement companies and to individuals, 
the stockholders have not made the loans. The 
law prevents them from acting personally in such 
matters, and compels them to act by representa- 
tives. 

To many of them the law denies the right of se- 
lecting their representatives. They are widows, 
orphan children, persons retired‘from business and 
active life, and not capitalists only; and all of them 
have been. and are sufferers, against their will, with- 
out their personal agency, and beyond the possibili- 
ty of redress by themselves. Why should persons 
in this situation become the objects of batred and per- 
secution, and because part of their property has 
been impaired, the rest of it be sacrificed by forced 
sales upon a prostrate market, at the mandate of the 
law, and through the inflexible agency of trustees 
orliquidators? Can the public gain by this? In 
such times as these, is there any imaginable advan- 
tage to the public or individuals in swelling the mass 
of stocks, debts and lands for peremptory sale in a 
market already burthened with more than can be 
absorbed? 

Your memorialists humbly submit that but one 
answer can be given to these inquiries. It is the 
true interest of the public, as it is also the dictate 
of mercy and humanity, that the stockholders should 
be assisicd fo make the most of their concern in this 
bank for themselves as well as for their creditors, 
and that they should not be crippled by penal re- 
strictions, nor hunted down by persecution; and if 
| the penalties are enforced, these are the only cha- 
racters which the enforcement of them will have. 

But a more special public question will not es- 
cape the regard of the legislature. To the extent 
of more than eight millions the bank is the owner 
of the public debt of this state, which has been 
pledged for the repayment of money borrowed. 
Whatever throws the bank into liquidation, leaves 
these loans of the state at the mercy of those to 
whom they are pledged, enables them to throw them 
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press them in price, and to become the purchasers 
of them atan immense sacrifice. 
this contingency, what is to be the market price of the 
public debt of Pennsylvania, held to a great extent 





state to complete and to bring into profitable opera- 
tion her public works. What are to be the conse- 


effects to the Bank of the United States, and unless | dependant upon it? 


they are so annihilated, the sufficiency of the bank 


assets is, morally certain. The first question ther 


gest these considerations to the wisdom of the legis. 


to be principally in the hands of the inhabitants of 


It there has been error, or mismanageinent 


into the market upon the default of the bank, to de- | 


by her own citizens? What is to be the ability of the 


quent effects upon all property in the public debt or 


Your memorialists deem it necessary only to sug- 


eee 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —24 SEgsipy 
SENATE, ty 

Febrvary 16. The vice president presented ,, 
morials {from Florida praying that the southery ps 
tion of that territory may not be ceded to the Se. 
minole Indians, but that they be compelled lo te. 
move west of the Mississippi. 

Mr. Williams reported a joint resolution aut), 
rising the secretary of the navy to enter into eo), 
tract, without advertising, for American wat 
ted hemp for the use of the navy. 

Mr. Nicholas reported a bill making appropyj,. 
tions for certain military roads leading to the fro 
posts bordering on Texas and Indian settlemeyts. 

Mr. Walker reported the bill from the house of 
representatives to amend an act entitled ‘an act ty 
authorise the state of Tennessee to issue grants anj 
perfect titles to certain lands therein deseribeq » 
without amendment. Laid on the table until {o. 
inorrow. 

Mr. Linn reported a bill supplemental to an ag 
entitled ‘can act for the appointment of commis. 
sioners under the 14th article of the treaty of 1899 
with the Choctaw Indians.” 

Mr. Hubbard moved a resolution appointine 
Thursday next as the day on which the Senate 
would proceed to the appointment of a printer fo; 
that body for the 27th congress. 

Mr. Walker submitted the following resolution, 
which was adopted. 

Resolved, That the map of the country west of the 
Mississippi, made under the direction of the war de. 
partment, by J. N. Nicollet, and the report in reference 
to the same, be printed for the use of congress, under 
the direction of the chief of topographical engineers, 
and that 200 copies thereof be delivered to the war de. 
pariment and to the bureau of topographical engineers 


for distribution, and 300 additional copies for the use 
of the senate. 


The following bills were also considered in com. 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed: 

A bill authorising the erection of certain light 
houses and light boats, and the establishment of cer. 
tain buoys and bacon lights. 

A bill to authorise the payment of equitable com. 
missions to the agents or attorneys of persons in 
whose favor awards have been made under four se- 
veral treaties between the United States and certain 
foreign powers; which awards have been retained in 
the treasury in payment of debts due the United 
States. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
uf the special order, being the bill to establish a 
uniform system of bankruptey; when Mr. Tappan 
rose and delivered his views in favor of the amend: 
ment of Mr. Hubbard to include banks and trading 
incorporations. 

Mr. Nicholson followed against the bill and 
amendment, though he intimated that the vote he 
should give would not commit him va any future 
occasion. 

Mr. Lian spoke at length in favor of the amend: 
ment, but against the general policy of the bauk- 
rupt bill. 

Mr. Calhoun rose to enter his protest against the 
doctrine broached by Mr. Nicholson in his remarks, 


eT-rot. 


Ntier 








In the face of| that where the general government and the slates 


came in collision, the states must yield. 

Mr. Benton said as the mover of the amendmen! 
(Mr. Hubbard) was not then in his seat, and wigit 
desire to say something further on it, he woul 
move that the senate adjourn. 

The senate then adjourned. 

February 17. Mr. Ruggles presented the credet 
tials of Mr. Grorce Evans, eleeted a senator 
the United States from the state of Maine, for 


for the solemn consideration of the legislature, and| lature. They hold it to be clear beyond doubt, that | years from the 4th of March next. 


it ought to receive the consideration of all persons 


b 


while the value of this or any other charter for bank- 


Mr. Preston reported a bill providing for the it 


before they express an opinion upon it, is whether the | ing has become greatly impaired, so that the private | vestment of the Smithsonian funds; and the ¢s* 


Dilis and liabilities of this bank, ought to -be struck 
down at once as an available resource to the creditors 
by the destruction of the chaiter, and the consequent 
delays and difficulties of winding up ‘the concern in 


another form. 


Is it not a measure of more wisdom and justice 
also, to these creditors, to let these liabilities take 
their true position in the community, according to 


their estimated value, assisted as the liabilities of} moment. 


other banks are by the facilities which a charter 
gives to make provisions for them? Is it of advan- t 
tage to any man or body of men, whose pursuits in | sumption resolutions. 
business are profitable to the commonwealth, that 


interests of the stockholders in the general use of | blishment of the Smithsonian institution. 
this power is now of inconsiderable magnitude, at 
the same time the value of the charter is giving acti- 
vity to the debts of the bank until paid—its value | designated as “American patriots” who were taken 
in turning all the assets of the bank to the best ac- 
count for all parties, and its value in sustaining the | culties and sentenced to punishment as felons i 
price of state debt, and in furthering the financial | British authorities. The memorial condemned (it 
operations of the state, was never higher than at this | proceedings of the British authorities, and asked 


4 Y artal 
Mr. Norvell presented a memorial from certs 
/ citizens of New York, in relation to certain perso 


captive in arms during the Cauadian frontier diff 





ithe adoption of resolutions by congress declatl" 


They therefore respectfully pray the legislature | them crue! and inhumane, and for the interpost! 
to continue to the bank, the relief granted by the re- | of the government to procure the release of thes 
Whatever provisions the le- | persons from imprisonment. 
gislature shall see fit to impose upon the Bank of the 


The memorial having been read, Mr. Noretl 


this paper shall become a thing to wager upon at the | United States in common with other banks, to give | moved that it be referred to the president of the U 


exchange, blown up one day by hope, thrown down 
the next by fear, and at all times the subject of con- 


trivances to bring about the gain of one by the loss| consistent with the public welfare, this bank wil 


of another? With the certainty of a distant ligui- 
cation are the bona fide holders of it likely to ob- 


tain its true value in such a state of artificial agita-| vor to observe. By order and on behalf of the board 


tion? Can either the public or individuals, pursuing 
a useful calling, be benefited by at once putting an 
end tothe active commercial valueof more than 


T. DUNLAP, president. 
Attest: A. LARDNER, cashier. 


Bank of the United States, Feb. 13th, 1841. 











. ‘ " : . > - ions. 
receive with the deference due to the wisdoin of the | ternal and domnestic concerns of foreign po . 
representatives of the people, and faithfully endea- | The advice given by Jefferson against any pert 
, | terposition was worthy of all attention and con* 


He subscribed to it most heartily. ce 


security to their operations and to bring thein at the | States. 
earliest day practicable, to that state which is alone 


Mr.-Preston opposed the motion. He had id 
|! strongest objections to any interference with the 


ration. 
suid he had seen with regret the excited ogee ‘li 
un the northeastern frontier. They were ca 
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‘ed to excite emotions of uneasiness and apprehen- 
sion for the preservation of peace and harmony; for 

‘no one could contemplate the possibility of a con- 
flict between Great Britain and the United States, 
and all the train of calamitous consequences which } 
would follow to the two countries, to civilization, 
and to the world, without the greatest pain. It was 
at all times, and under all circumstances, improper 
to interfere with the political affairs and proceed- 
ings of other states: but most especially, as regards 
the British North American affairs ought all such 
ineasures tending to excitement be scrupulously 
avoided. 

Mr. Preston adverted to the recent correspon- 
dence between the British minister and Mr. Forsyth 
in relation to the negroes of L’Amistad. He cha- 
racterized the course of the British government in 
this matter as an unwarrantable interference: and 
he hoped that no department of the government 
would give it the slightest sanction or favor. He 
hoped, too, that no countenance would be given for 
such interference by a similar example on our part. 
In his opinion, the senate ought to mark with its 
most decisive rebuke even this proposition, to in- 
terfere in behalf of the persons referred to by the 
memorialists. With what face can we censure the 
intervention, on the part of Great Britain, in the 
case of the Amistad negroes, if we entertain the 
memorial. He was against entertaining it so far 
even as to suggest the idea that the president might 
consider the propriety of interfering. He moved to 
Jay the memorial on the table. 

After a few remarks from Mr. Norveil, the ques- 
tion was put, and carried in the affirmative. So the 
memorial was laid on the table. 

The Tennessee land bill was taken up; and, af- 
tera brief discussion, was passed. 

Numerous private bills were disposed of, and then 
the senate adjourned. 

February 18. Mr. Clay gave notice that, to- 
morrow, as early as possible after the morning’s 
business was disposed of, he should call up the re. 
solu{ion introduced by him some time since for the 
repeal of the sub-treasury. 

Mr. Williams presented the joint resolutions of 
the legislature of Maine in relation to the currency, 
the repeal of the sub-treasury, the establishinent of 
a national bank, a revision of the tariff, and instiuct- 
ing Mr. Williams to earry into eifect the will of his 
constituents or resign his trust. 

The resolution for the admission of ladies during 
the residue of the session to the privileged seats 
in the senate, having come up for consideration— 

_ Mr. Norvell said that citizens were at this pecu- 
liar time, crowding to this metropolis in unusual 
numbers. All were aware of this fact. All were 
aware that,among those crowds, ladies froin all 
quarters of the union, who had never visited the 
city before, were to be found. It was right and 
proper that as many of the citizens of the United 
Stafes as could be accommodated with convenience 
to the senate should have an opportunity of wit- 
hessing the proceedings and debates of this body. 
By admitting the ladies below, many of whom 
would probably never have another opportunity to 
hear our debates, more room would be left in the 
galleries for the accom :nodation of gentlemen. He, 
therefore, hoped that the resolution under conside- 
ration, which he had thought it right to submit, 
would be adopted. 

Mr. Benton moved to lay the resolution en the 
table, Upon this motion the yeas and nays were 
demanded, and resulted as follows: 

Pat EAS—Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, 
vay, of Ala. Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 

tis en Lumpkin, Mouton, Phelps, Pierce, Pren- 
fens wee Smith, of Indiana, T'appan, Wall, Wil- 
ams, Wright—21. 

NAY S— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Clay. of Ky. Dixon, 
viel Ny untington, Kerr, Koigh, Mangum, Mer- 
Sith icholas, Nicholson, Norvell, Ruggles, Sevier, 

uth, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, 


oung—20. 
| Row Senate then proceeded to consider the reso- 
mh proposing to elect a public printer for the 


congress. 
on Hubbard, who introduced the resolution ona 
mer day, made seme few retnarks as to the joint 


resolutj ‘ : 
esolution under which the senate had, from time to 
time acted, 


Mr. Huntington remonstrated at considerable 


le ; st \ ( 
pbs ny against the proposition, going into a sue- 
examination of all the resolutions and laws 


that had b ee See 
1817 (0 hoy passed in relation to this subject from 


joints e present time. Mr. H. denied that the | 
Seanad cule of 1819, (relied on by the intro- 
Sirivet the motion), was obligatory; that it had 

and ex ie Abin by the other house as a perfect nullity, 
the come not be binding on the senate. He denies 
ine tein the propriety, or the expediency of go- 
etselna: such an eleetion at this late stage of the 
n. There was no necessity for it, because 


the printer was already provided for until the 4th) 
of Mareh, and there was no justice in it, because it 
was seeking to place a public officer of the minort- 

ty on the majority of the senate. He said, if it pass- 

ed, he, for one, should not regard it as obligatory, 

and should move to rescind it as soon as the next 
congress met. He would therefore move to post- 

pone its further consideration until the 4th of March 
next. 

Mr. Hubbard said he would take oecasion fo an- 
swer the remarks of the senator in detail to-mor- 
row, and, meantime, he would desire that it be 
postponed until that time; which was agreed {o. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the special 
order, being the bill to establish a uniform system 
of bankruptey, when Mr. Benton rose and addressed 
the senate at great length. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. rose, but gave way for a mo- 
tion to adjourn, and then the senate adjourned. 

February 19. The resolution to proceed to the 
election of a public printer was taken up and dis- 
cussed until after 4 P.M. The debate was some- 
what animated, the motion pending being to post- 
pone the further consideration of the resolution un- 
til the 4th March next. 

This :motion was sustained by Messrs. Hunting- 





ton, Henderson, Bayard, Mangum, Dixon, Prentiss, 
Kerr, Merrick, Clay, of Ky. Preston and others, and 
opposed by Messrs. Hubbard, Sevier, Linn, Clay, 
of Alabama, Norvell, Benton, Buchanan, and others. 

The question having been taken on the postpone- 
ment, was decided in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kcerr, 
Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Ruggles, Southard, Tallmadge, Webster, White—19. 

NA YS—Messts. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Nicholson, Norvell. Pierce, Roane, Sevier, Smith, of 
Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, Wright, 
Young—26, ‘ ; 

Mr. Hubbard did not desire to go into the election 
then, and would suzgest Monday. The blank was 
filled with to-morrow. 

Mr. Clay then moved to take up the resolution 
introduced by him some time since, for the repeal 
of the sub-treasury. On this question the yeas and 
nays were called, When there appeared as follows: 

XY EAS—Mes:xs. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
vf Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, 
Hubbard, Huntington, Kerr, Knight, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Prentiss, Preston. Roane, Ruggles, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Webster, White. Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun, Clay, 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, 
Wall, Williams, Young—22. 

Mr. Clay, observed that what he had to say would 
take a very few minutes. There were some cries, 
in an under tone, of ‘“adjourn.”? Mr. Clay then 
moved an adjourninent. 

Mr. Allen asked the yeas and nays, when there 
appeared for the adjournment 32, against it 12. 

And the senate adjourned, 

February 20. On motion of Mr. Anderson; a re- 
solution was adopted calling upon the secrétary of 
war for certain information relative to claims under 
the Cherokee treaties of 1835 and °36, as also re- 
lative to the reservations under the same. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Phelps relative 


adopted. 

‘The senate proceeded to the election of a printer 
to the senate, and the vice president having notified 
the nembers to prepare their ballots Mr. Mungum 
rose and said that after what had transpired here 
yesterday in relation to this election, he felt it due 
to himself, as well as other members of the body 
who felt and acted with him, and in some sort 
due to the people whom they represented, to 
state the course he meant to pursue in regard to it. 
He did not complain of the determination of gentle- 
men on the other side yesterday: that was their af- 
fair: but inasmuch as it indicated what would be 
the course they meant to pursue towards those who 
would for a few days longer remain in the minority, 
he would now say, that he should decline any par- 
ticipation in this election at all. He regarded it as 
ineffectual to the purposes for which it was design- 
ed, and therefore his course would embarrass no 
one: but for himself he must decline all participa- 
tion in the matter. 

The ballots were now cast, and oa their exami- 
nation at the secretary’s table it appeared that 
Blair & Rives had received 26 votes. 
Francis P. Blair es: 

So the vice president announced that Blair & Rives 
had been duly elected printers to the senate for the 
next congress. 

The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Clay, of 





to payments made to defaulters was considered and, 


amendment offered as a substitute therefor by Mr. 
Alien, of Ohio, came up for consideration, when 
Mr. Clay, gave his views somewhat at large upon 
the propriety of adopting his resolution; he was fol- 
lowed by Messrs. Allen and Willtams in opposition. 
The latter stated that certain resolutions passed by 
the legislature of his state, Maine, in relation to the 
sub-treasury law, rendered it necessary for him to 
say something in explanation of the vote he should 
now give. Mr. W. then went on to explain, in sub- 
stance, that he did not regard the resolution as an 
instruction to him to vote to repeal this bill; be- 
cause, though the resolution declared that it was 
the will of his constituents that the sub-treasury 
should be repealed, the legislature refused to take 
the responsibility of explicitly instructing him to 
vote to repeal it. Had they done so, he would have 
obeyed. But,as they only instructed him that such 
was the opinion of his constituents, he must take 
leave to judge as to that fact; it might or it might 
not be their will; but, as the legislature had not 
taken the responsibility of a positive instruction so 
as to make his act theirs, he should vote against the 
repeal. 

Mr. Wal/eer went at great tength into an expla- 
nation as to the evidences of public sentiment in 
Mississippi on the subject of the sub-treasury; and 
arrived, after stating a number of facts, at the con- 
clusion that it was doubtful which way public opi- 
nion preponderated. But his course was decided 
by the consideration that, if the law should be re- 
pealed, the country would fall back either upon the 
regulated or unregulated state bank system, to which 
he was utterly and irreconcileably opposed, and so 
were the people of Mississippi. 

Mr. Sevier renewed the motion to lay the whole 
subject on the table; when, the question being ta- 
ken by yeas and nays, (every senator voting), it was 
decided in the affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Wil- 
liams. Wright, Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, Hun- 
tingion. Kerr, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Nicholas, 
Dialng, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, 
Senith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Webster, 
W hite—25, 

So the swbject was laid on the table. 

Mr. Linn solicited the senate to indulge him in 
taking up the bills relating to the territories. 

Mr. Merrick desired to have the senate take up 
the bill for chartering te District banks, but yield- 
ed the point to Mr. Linn, giving notice that he 
would call it up on Monday without fail. 

The following bills, after being advocated and ex. 
plained by Mr. Linn, were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading: 


The bill granting to the county of Jobnson, in 
the territory of Iowa, the right of pre-emption toa 
tract of land fora seat of justice for said county, 
and repealing the second section of an act, approv- 
ed the 3d day of March, 1839, entitled «an act mak- 
ing a donation of land to,the territory of Iowa, for 
the purpose of erecting public buildings thereon;” 
and the bill to provide for running and marking the 
northern boundary line ofa tract of land reserved for 
the half-breeds of the Sac and Fox tribes of Indians. 

The following bills were also ordered to be en- 
grossed: 

The bill authorising the erection of certain light 
houses and light boats, and the establishment of cer- 
tain buoys and bacon lights. 

The bill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain Cherokee warriors. 

The senate went into executive session, and af- 
terwards adjourned. 


Febuary 22. Mr. While presented a report made 

fo the general assembly of the state of Indiana, on 
the subject of the distribution of the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands, accompanied by a 
joint resolution of the legislature of said state, ask- 
ing that the permanent proscriptive pre-emption 
bill be so amended as to distribute the proceeds of 
the sales in just and equitable proportions, to grant 
the right of pre-emption to 320 acres at the mini- 
mum price, and to limit the right to actual bona 
fide settlers. 
Alsa, a resolution of the general assembly, that 
the government should be supported by the revenue 
to be raised by duties on foreign goods, and wholly 
opposed to any system of direct taxation. ' 
Mr. Clay presented the memorial of a number of 
citizens of the eastern part of the state of Tennes- 
see, engaged in the growth and manufacture of 
silk, asking that a duty may be imposed on the 
foreign article, 


Mr. Young presented the memorial of citizers of 








Kentucky, to repeal the sub-treasury law, and the 


Randolph county, Ilinois, asking the opinion of 
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tongtess as to the true meaning and construciion 
of the federal constitution in relation to the right 
of property in slaves, the right of the states to issue 
bills of credit, and the power of congress to estab- 
lish a national bank, 

Several bills ordered to be engrossed on Friday 
were read and passed. 

Mr. Critienden. asked leave to bring 


in elections. Mr. C. spoke at len 
object of the. bill in question, 
was further continued between Messrs. Novell, 
Crittenden, Wright, Clay, Calhoun, Buchanan, Cuth- 
bert, Preston, and others. 

The debate became very animated, so much so 
that, when Mr, Preston closed, there was a strong 
burst of applause from the galleries, and some in- 
dications in the lobby. Immediately there were 
cries of ‘‘clear the galleries—clears the galleries.” 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. with much earnestness: Clear 
the galleries. Mr. Anderson, striking his hand on 
the desk: I insist that the galleries be cleared. Mr. 
Benton: Clear the galleries—clear the blackguards. 
Mr. Calhoun rose also, and called for the galleries 
to be cleared. Mr. Clay: Spare the ladies—they 
have not sinned. I hope they may be suffered to re- 
main. The east gallery was soon cleared, though 
crowded to suffocation—the citizens retiring as 
speedily as the nature of the case would admit. 

Mr, Caihoun closed the debate on Mr. Critlen- 
den’s bill, and, on the question of granting leave to 
introduce it being taken, it was decided in the ne- 
gative: yeas 14, nays 26, 


The vice president laid before the senate the fol- 
lowing letter troin Mr, Webster, 

Hon. R. M, Johnson, vice president U. 8S. 

“Str: It is the object of this detter to make 
known to the senate the resignation of my seat as 
one of the senators from Massachusetts, having al- 
ready informed the executive of that state that 
from this day my place would be vacant. 

“In retirine from a-situation in which so consi- 
derahie a part of my life has been passed, I hope I 
may be. permitted to express my high respect for 
the body of which I have been a member, the in- 
terest I shall ever feel in the preservation of its 
character and dignity, and my cordial wishes for 
the health and happiness of all those with whom I 
have been associated. 

«‘With much persona! regard, I have the honor 
to be your obedient servant, D. WEBSTER.” 


As soon as the letter was read— 

Mr. Cuthbert rose to express bis regret that the 
senator from Massachusetts was not present to an- 
swer certain questions which he had to propound. 

On this annunciation by Mr. C. a very spirited 
discussion arose, in which Messrs. Clay, Preston, 
Cuthbert and Rives participated. And then the 
senate adjourned. 


th, showing the 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday, Feb. 13.—In continuation.—T he report 
of Mr. Pickens, from the committee of foreign af- 
fairs, on the message of the president, transmitting 
a correspondence with the British minister in rela- 
tion to the burning of the steamboat Caroline, and 
the demand made for the liberation of Alexander 
McLeod, being under consideration. 

Mr. Everett renewed his proposition to include in 
the printing all the documents upon the subject, a 
list of which he furnished. 


Mr. Granger rose and moved a division of thef 


question—first, on the motion to lay on the table; 
and then, on the motion to print. 

And the motion to print being debatable— 

Mr. Granger said that he considered this report, 
if acted upon and adopted by the house, as ap- 
proaching very nearly, in its consequences, to a de- 
claration of war, if the British government should 
desire so to consider it. He would take occasion to 
say, as a member of the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, that the report did not receive his assent.— 
And he felt constrained to detain the house fora 
few moments whilst he assigned, very briefly, his 
reasons for this conclusion. 

What, (continued Mr. G.) was the position of 
the committee on foreign affairs when they entered 
upon the consideration of this question? My col- 
league (Mr. Fillmore) had called ‘upon the state de- 
partment for the correspondence which had taken 
place in relation to the demand for the liberation of 
McLeod. That matter, and that alone, was refer- 
red to the committee on foreizn affairs. It is not 
my purpose to censure the conduct of this adminis- 
tration, for, so far as my judgment can now deter- 
mine, | approve fully the course they have taken. 
That opinion may, upon further reflection, be 
changed; but, as at present advised, I consider the 
course of Mr. Forsyth to have been such as was 
due to his high official station and due to the cha- 
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racter and dignity of this nation. But, so consider- 
ing, and representing a section of country deeply 
interested in this question, and as ready to meet its 
consequences as the people of any cther section of 
this union, I still dissent frot the report. 

What does itembrace? A report upon matters 
referred to the committee on foreign affairs? No; 
nothing, as I have stated, was referred to that com- 
mittee but the correspondence in relation to the de- 
mand for the liberation of McLeod. Does that 
committee act upon a call of the executive of this 
nation, made upon this house, fo place before the 
country and the world the condition of things be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain?- No. 
The executive,'mindful, as we are bound to believe, 
of the honor of the country as well as of the cha- 
racter of his own administration, has not thought 
proper to call upon either house of congress for ad- 
vice in regard to our relations with Great Britain. 
What, then, is the position of that committee? Tra- 
velling beyond the record, they come forward and 
present (by the votes of a bare majority I will say, 
if in order) a report which, to say the least of it, is 
not pacific in its character, and which is based upon 
complaints against the British government, not one 
of which has been referred to that committee.— 
When, or by whom, have the committee on foreign 
affairs been called upon to consider seizures upon 
the high seas, or this alleged rightof search? which, 
I agree with the committee, is one which tbis na- 
tion is not likely to tolerate in the manner in which 
it is now exercised. When, or by whom, were the 
other matters of controversy which that report em- 
braces referred to the committee on foreign affairs, 
that they might make report upon them? And, if 
so, wha! have they reported? Have they sent here 
a document setu® forth the alleged grievances of 
this country, complaininZ of injustice done on the 
part of Great Britain, and ca.!ing for the action of 
this house upon those matters? Has the chairman 
of the committee of ways and means come forward 
to say that he is prepared to recommend appropria- 
tions to put the country in a properstate of defence 
to meet the emergency which such a report as this 
may create? Is your committee on military affairs 
ready to recommend the defences which should be 
provided if such a report is to go forth to the world, 
under the sanction of this house? Has your com- 
mittee on naval affairs sent in requisitions to put 
your ships in commission, that you may be prepar- 
ed to meet on the high-seas the power you have be- 
fore met and crippled? No. There has been no 
such recommendation. And the committee on fo- 
reign affairs, without recommending any action, 
without even coming to any conclusion, as it seems 
to me, except that Great Britain is the greatest 
power on earth and we the humblest, bring here a 
report calculated to inflame the whole nation; and 
to let it go forth to the world that we are making 
an issue with Great Britain, which we voluntarily 
tender to her, and which, in my opinion, she has a 
right to take up on the instant. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there are considerations con- 
nected with the honor and dignity of the state of 
New York, and with the administration of justice 
within her borders, that demand our attention. On 
a former occasion I stated‘on this floor that the per- 
son whose life was in jeopardy would receive at the 
hands of a jury of New York the same fair and im- 
partial trial which would be secured to any citizen 
of that state who might be arraigned for a violation 
of its laws; but I mourn now to say that, froin pre- 
sent indications, there is an excitement on the 
western border of New York, growing out of the 
arrest of this man and of his liberation for the mo- 
ment, which is already sufficiently great to make 
those who regard the lives and the liberties of the 
people of this country pause before they act. By 
this time, I suppose, the grand jury of Niagara 
county has closed its investigation. The current 
rumor through the newspapers of the day is, that 
McLeod has been indicted. The people of that 
section have been greatly incensed by recent tran- 
sactions there. Send forth this paper to the world, 
recommending nothing and being nothing but a de- 
tailed account of grievances against the British go- 
vernment, with alew hints at what may be presum- 
ed to be the arrogance of her course, and no man 
can answer for the consequences upon the life of 
this man. I felt itto be my duty to etideavor to 
postpone this question until the trial should have 
passed. I believed that the power of this country 
could never be exercised with a higher glory to it- 
self than when showing to the world that, whilst it 
took the position which its honor demanded, still 
that the humblest individual of this or any other 
country whose foot was upon our soil should be 
shielded by the mild, the just, and the impartial 
operation of its laws, I do not think that, without 
any call from the executive, without any thing hav. 
ing been !aid before the committee on foreign af- 
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fairs but the papers relating to the liberation of this 
man—-I say, I do not think that the honor or dignity 
of this nation required that we should send forth 4 
declaration, not only of the prowess of Great Britain 





and ofour bumility, but of our readinessto meet hie, 


at any moment, when no necessity existed for such 
a threat; and when the voice of this house, speakjy 
potentially to the nation, might be considered as 4 
watch-word by which every man on the northern 
frontier was to guide himself in hurrying on to exe. 
cution this suspected foreigner. If he should be 
tried and found guilty, let the penalty of the law be 
exacted; and let the people on the frontier of New 
York and the people throughout the widest extre- 
mities of this land be prepared to meet the conse. 
quences. When those consequences shall present 
themselves, not only will the state of New York be 
ready to meet them, but I feel sure that a patriotic 
feeling, which ete all local questions and 
merges all political differences, will rally this whole 
nation to the rescue. It will then be time enough 
to act; but in the name of justice, let us not antici- 
pate that event by inflaming the public mind, ane 
adding to the horrors of war the consciousness that 
we have interfered with the impartial operation of 
our Jaws or trifled with their supremacy. 

Some conversation tor place between Messrs. 
Adams, Pickens and Grinnell, which resultee in a 
motion by Mr. Grinnell to amend the motion of 
Mr. Pickens, (which was, that the report be laid on 
the table and printed, as above stated), so as to lay 
on the table the whole subject; that was to say, the 
report and the motion to print the report, &c.; and 
on that motion Mr. G. asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. Pickens inquired of the speaker whether that 
motion closed the debate? ‘The speaker replied in 
the affirmative. 

Some conversation ensued between various mem- 
bers, when a division of the question wascalled for. 

Mr. Briggs suggested to Mr. Grinnell that, as he 
(Mr. B.) supposed no one wanted the yeas and 
nays on the motion to lay the report on the table, it 
would save time to withdraw the call for them, so 
far as that part of the motion was affected. — 

Mr. Grinnell having assented, the question was 
taken, and the motion to lay the report on the table 
prevailed without a division. 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
the second part of the motion of Mr. Grinneli—to 
lay the motion to print the report on the table—and 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 77, nays 110. 

And the question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Evereti—Mr. Pickens said he had a few re- 
marks to make in reply to the gentleman from N. 
York, (Mr. Granger). : 

That gentleman (continued Mr. P.) has deliver- 
ed a regular set speech, prepared for the cecasion, 
with tones as regular as if they had issued from a 
bag-pipe. He was the very last gentleman here, 
judging from the sentiments he expressed a few 
weeks ago, who, I should have supposed, would 
have found his patriotism and his valor oozing out 
so soon {froin the palms of his hands, His speech, 
in my opinion, is worthy of attention. He speaks 
asone clothed with authority, and I regret very 
much the course he has thought proper to pursue. 

Mr. Speaker, I will declare to you and to this 
house that, so far from this report being the war 
report, as the gentleman from New York has cha- 
racterised it, it is essentially the reverse. To speak 
our sentiments plainly and fearlessly betore the 
world—to declare that we know our rights and dare 
inaintain the m—must, in my judgment, have a ten- 
dency directly the reverse of that which the gentle- 
man seems to anticipate. , ‘ 

He has spoken of this report in two points o 
view. In the first place, he asserts that the commit- 
tee on foreign affairs have travelled out of the record. 
The subject matter in relation to the ‘Caroline 
and to the demand for the liberation of McLeod, I 
consider as having been actually and in fact reter- 
red to that committee. They could not separate 
the two cases so as to present them in an intelligible 
point of view to the country. And does he . 
that that part of the report is beyond the record: 
Other matters have been mentioned merely as Incl- 
dental, by way of illustrating the interest thrown 
around this question, and with no intention to aronse 
any hostile feeling in this or In any other ona 
I deny the imputation, thrown out by the gen “ 
man from New York, that the report has arraye 
the strength of Great Britain and proclaimed our 
own weakness, or, as he terms it, our own humility 
before the world, Itdoes no such thing. I chal- 
lenge the gentleman to lay his finger, if he _ 
upon a single sentence which, even by mene’. 
proclaims our weakness or imbicility. I tg 
it was proper to present the precise nonce 
things to the country; and I will here take a 
to say that the report was written by myself, wi 
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pnsuitation with any human being, save the 
ittee to whom it was presented. In drawing 
{ looked over es eae oe Petter poe Be 
the great interests involved; | looked at the 
Deere selifch you Mr Speaker, and this house 
had placed the committee on foreign affairs before 
the nation and the world, and [ felt it to be a duty 
which { owed to this house and to my country to 
ntter freely and without reverse the sentiments we 
ained. 
or gentleman tells us that the executive has 
called for no action; that it is due to the executive 
branch of the government that this house should 
wait until it hears from that quarter. Sir, I take the 
reverse of that position; I say that we were consti- 
tuted, under the federal constitution, as a co-ordi- 
nate and independent branch of this government; 
that this house is, in the contemplation of that con- 
stitution, the peculiar guardian of the interests and 
the rights of this confederacy; and that when any 
subject-matter is legitimately brought before it, it 
is not only our right, but it is our duty to the con- 
stitution and to the country to proclaim our senti- 
ments upon it. I repel the idea that we are to look 
to the executive branch of this government for dic- 
tation or counsel upon any question that may be sup- 
posed to involve the interests and the liberties of the 
ople. 
“But, Mr. Speaker, my principal object in re- 
lying to the remarks of the gentleman from New 
York is to declare, as I have already done, that this, 
so far from being a war report, is of a precisely con- 
trary character. I had hoped thatthe vote might 
have been taken silently; that the report might 
have been laid on the table and printed; that there 
should have been no panic; that no discussion should 
have sprung up; that no excitement calculated to 
arouse the people of this country by faise appeals 
to their patriotism and their honor, should have 
been manifested here. But the committee on fo- 
reizn affairs have thought that it was proper to pre- 
sent to the people the exact questions at issue be- 
tween us anda great and powerful nation. We 
thought—or, at all events, so as [ am concerned, 1 
thought, that the people in every part of the United 
States, and of every party, had for the last two 
years, been too much absorbed in the political con- 
flicts of the day. I thought it was right that the 
country should understand, in an authentic form, 
the points at issue between us and Great Britain, 
and, under these circumstances, [{ presented this re- 
port, acting, as I do on all other occasions, under a 
conscientious sense of my duty. Yes—I was re- 
solved to do my duty, leaving the consequences to 
God. These are the principles upon which I have 
been taught to act. And when I hear from certain 
quarters appeals to the honor, the patriotisin and 
the valor of the people of this land—when I hear 
indirect annunciations made that the accredited 
heads of this government have herefore neglected 
their duty and slept on the rights of the country—I 
have aright to expect that those gentlemen who 
make such appeals and such annunciations will 
themselves come forward on occasions of impor- 
tance, and vindicate the sentiments which they have 
previously uttered. 

As to the allegation that this report will have the 
effect of exciting the people on the border, I say I 
should rather think its tendency would be the re- 
verse. The people there have been greatly excited; 
meetings of an angry, unnecessary and an uncalled 
for character have taken place, and recommenda. 
tions were made, I will say, of unjustifiable meet- 
ings in this very casein relation to McLeod. These 
things have been done, and why? Because the 
people have felt themselves wounded—they have 
been led to believe that this government was neg- 
lecting their interests. They are under the belief, 
Whether right or wrong, that we have too long tri- 
fled and dallied with their rights and feelings; and 
if we prove to them that this is not true—that this 
S°vernment is disposed to attend to theirinterests— 
fo avenge their wrongs, and, if necessary, to vindi- 
Cate their rights, they will once more look here for 
that protection which the constitution has pledged 
fothem, Sucha course will produce quiet, will 
allay excitement, and will produce repose and con- 
tentment on that extensive frontier; for it will sa- 
isfy the people that their rights will not suffer in 
the hands of those who hold the reins of government 

ere. I will not go into any of those delicate mat- 
ter referred to in the report with a view to excite 
any feeling; but I here declare that its sole object 
was to call public attention to those questions—to 
Prepare the people for the issues which might ulti- 
mately present themselves; to hold up to them the 
Necessity of going into an enlightened system of 
national defence suited to the exigencies of the 
lines—suited to the improvements of the age, not 
only with reference to Great Britain particularly, 
ut with referenee to our rights and position as a 


out c 
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free and independent people among the family of 
nations. I think that these things have been too 
long neglected, and it was witha view to call at- 
tention to them and to the great questions in which 
the people of this confederacy are so deeply inte- 
rested that thisreport was made. It was with no 
view to the excitement of a war feeling. Far be it 
from me. The section of country from which I 
come is directly interested in the preservation of 
peace, and we should be the last people to be urged 
into an unnecessary or an unjustifiable war. I do 
not believe there is any danger of war, if we do 
our duty here, as the guardians of the public honor 
and the public liberty—if we show to the world we 
are prepared to assert our rights. But rely upon it, 
if you taxe the advice which indirectly has been 
given by the gentleman from N. York—if you pro- 
claim semi-oflicially from your seats here that these 
matters are not to be presented in their true light 
to the people, then there will be danger of a conflict: 
fer it is not in the nature of man—it is not in the 
nature of a nation like this when it sees a rival 
power contending for the ascendency of the world, 
to speak the language of submission or the lan. 
guage of avoidance, to say the leastof it. A great 
people like this cannot, under such circumstances, 
forbear; and they would be pressed upon every 
point, until at last an appeal to arms and to the God 
of battles wonld become inevitable. 

It is to avoid these consequences—it is for the 
purpose of letting the people know the true condi- 
tion of things and the real state of the issue—that 
this report has been presented. I ask no action 
upon it; I desire to say nothing that can be con- 
strued into an intimation or threat that war is to 
follow. I believe the contrary; and conscientiously 
viewing the matter in all its bearings, I presented 
this report upon my sole and entire responsibility, 
except, as I have said, so far as I had _ the aid and 
consultation of a majority of the committee of fo- 
reign affairs; yes a bare inajority, as the gentleman 
from New York has told you. Anditis with regret 
and pain that I contemplate the fact that it isonly a 
majority report. I had hoped that upon the ques- 








tion of our foreign relations there were no parties in 
this country, and that we should have met the issue, 
whatever it may be, as a united and free people 
ought to meet it. 

Mr. Adams obtained the floor, but yielded it to 
Mr. Granger, who said: if the house will listen to 
my bag-pipe a few moments longer, I sivail feel ex- 
ceedingly obliged; and if its music is not so loud 
as that of my friend from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Pickens), it is only because I cannot fill my bags 
with as much wind as he can blow into his. 
I speak by no authority other than that of a repre- 
sentative of the people of the state of New York. 
My own course would have been to suffer this re- 
port to pass by in silence, leaving to the honorable 
gentleman from South Carolina ali the honor of its 
authorship; for l bave no doubt, and never have 
had a doubt from the moment when he first read it, 
that every sentence, every word in it was his own. 
I have down to this time supposed that it was as 
much my right on this floor, and the right of any 
other member, to speak my Own opinions without 
fear of dictation, as it was the right of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina toutterhis. [ only declare 
that the opinions I have expressed are solely and 
exclusively my own, without consultation with any 
one. I should not have called for the reading of 
the report. I had supposed until the gentleman 
from South Carolina taught me better, that the exe- 
cutive departments of this nation conducted the 
negotiations upon all delicate matters between us 
and foreign governments. [ had supposed that at 
any rate for the last twelve years the executive of 
the United States had claimed some little authority 
in all matters connected with our foreign relations; 
and I should have supposed that a party which had 
permitted our army to tall into disgrace—which had | 
suffered our navy torun down to a state of even 
acknowledged dilapidation—and which had permit- 
ted the whole border country to be left defenceless, 
would be the last upon earth to present such a do- 
cument as this. I trust that the adininistration 
which is about to come into power, though it may 
not manifest qniet so hota courage as breathes 
through this report, will show upon the high seas, 
upon the border, and, if need be, in the tented 
field, more power to resist the aggressions of a fo- 
reign foe than the gentleman and his friends have 
exhibited. If it does not, it will disappoint the hopes 
of the people of this country, and I for one, want 
none of it. Let preparation be made. Let the unfor- 
tunate man now in confinement be tried according to 
the laws of the state of New York, unbiased by the 
action of this house, and let the natiod calmly await 
the issue 

The gentleman says that my courage has sudden. 


Sir, 





acknowledge that life has for me many charms: 
probably no man clings to it with greater tenacity 
than I do, or is more closely bound by all the en- 
joy ments of the present life and responsibilities of 
the future. I never speak of my courage, nor pro- 
fess to have been “born insensible to fear.”? All I 
have to say is that when the laws of my own state 
and of the nation shall have been executed, and 
consequences are to be met, all differences of opi- 
nion between the gentleman from South Corolina 
and myself upon this and all other questions will 
be buried in our love of country, and we will be 
found, shoulder to shoulder, battling ia the common 
cause. 

Mr. Pickens addressed an inquiry to Mr. Granger 
which the reporter could not hear, 

[And, throughout the whole debate, there was 
much confusion in the ball; and the difficulty of 
hearing was greater than even it generally is, ow- 
ing, chiefly, to the metwbers standing up in the 
aisles and talking loudly at the same time, in con- 
travention of that excellent, but long forgotten rule, 
which is numbered 34.’? See edition of rules, 
December, 7, 1840.] 

Mr. dams addressed the house at considerable 
length, in remarks of which itis in the power of the 
reporter to give only a brief outline. 

Mr. A. expressed himself desirous, for the sake of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens), 
who had declared himself to be the sole author of 
this report, that the gentleman should have an op- 
portunity of examining it coolly and impartially, 
with reference to the opinions not of one party 
alone, bnt of both parties. 

Mr. Pickens was here understood to disavow all 
party considerations in the matter, 

Mr. Adams disclaimed any intention to cast cen- 
sure on the gentleman, All he wished was, that 
the report might be recommitted, in order that the 
gentleman inight see whether both parties in‘ the 
committee of foreign affairs could not come here 
witha report receiving their unanimous sanction, or, 
at all events, with a report not sanctioned bya close 
party vote, as this had been. If it was not done, it 
would, in the eve of the country, of the world, and 
of posterity, appear to be the policy of a defeated 
enemy in war abandoning a tenement and setting 
fire to it upon their retreat. 

After alluding to the criticisms of Mr, Pickens on 
the party views here in reference to the controversy 
with Great Britain, and tu the general unaniinily 
of opinion which he [Mr. A.] contended had pre- 
vailed here on that subject, (with one or two excep- 
tions, which he enumerated), Mr. A. alluded to the 
ground taken that this was aconciliatory report. The 
people, Mr. A. thought, would form a very different 
estimate of it. What was the dissertation on the 
ambition and the grasping spirit of Great Britain? 
Were such charges generally received by nations as 
being of a friendly character? Suppose the charges 
to be true, was it conciliatory or courteous to array 
them here? It was something of the courtesy and 
conciliation which captain Fluellen (in one of the 
plays of the great dramatist) showed to Ancient 
Pistol, when he said to him, “Got pless you, An- 
cient Pistol, you scurvy, lousy knave, Got pless 
you.’ He wished, therefore, that the report should 
be recommittec, and that all those parts which re- 
lated to the general policy of Great Britain, and to 
her ainbitious character and power, might be left 
ont. And, as to the question of right or wrong 
which, after all, was to be the basis of our contro- 
versy with Great Britain if we were fo press it toa 
war, he wished a report on the subject itself, based 
on the correspondence bere, that we might see whe- 
ther, under the laws of nations, we could maintain 
the position we had assumed in regard to the Caro- 
line. And this point Mr. A. argued with much 
force, urging upon the house not to put itself or the 
country in the wrong by any undue act of its own. 
If we were to go to war with Great Britain, it 
should be as aunited people. He believed that a 
war would be one of the greatest misfortunes that 
could befall the country; and he confessed that it 
was with no small degree of arxiety that he enter- 
tained fears that it would come to that inevitable 
result. He looked to it with apprehension and 
pain, but not witheut confidence that, if we went 
into a war, we should come out with glory and 
honor, as we had already come out of two wars. 

Mr. Everett followed at great length, and the ge- 
neral points of his argument were as follows: 

He felt an embarrassment, he said,in speaking 
on this subject, owing to the fact that it was being 
debated with open doors; and he had said many 
things in committee which he could not say here, 
but which he would say if the doors were closed, 
What was the position of the house? One adminis- 
tration was about to go out of power, and another 
to come in—and the one going out, (in 20 days), 





ly “oozed out froin the palms of my hands.” I 


was taken measures to compromit the one coming 


























































































i 








410 3 NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—FEB. 27, 1841--CONGRESS. 








in—and to prescribe the course it should follow, or 
at least to embarrass it. If he knew himself, he 
had never viewed this asa party question, it was 
one which involved all parties. His own opinion 
was that no action on the part of this house was 
necessary, this correspondence having been com- 
inunicated in answer to a call made by one of its 
members. It was the peculiar duty of the execu. 
tive to conduct these matters, and it was not for 
this house to interfere unless there was some re- 
missness on the part of the executive. 

He was desirous that the report should be re- 
committed, and that the committee should make a 
specific report on the subject-matter which had 
been referred to it. 

Mr. E. then asked what was the state of the 
question as it now stood, and what were the grounds 
taken by the British government, &c. and proceed- 
ed to read the following statement of facts as ga- 
thered from the following official documents: 

The facts material to the subject submitted to 
the committee are, that, on the night of the 29th 
December, 1837, a detachment of the British forces 
stationed at Chippewa, in the province of Upper 
Canada, crossed the Niagara to Schlosser, in the 
state of New York, and there made a hostile at- 
tack on the steamboat Caroline, the property of an 
American citizen, killed and wounded a number of 
American citizens, captured the boat, towed her 
into the current, set her on fire, and sent her in 
flames over the falls. 

On the Sth January, 1838, the secretary of state 
cominunicated to Mr. Fox, the British minister, a 
copy of the evidence furnished to the department 
of this “extraordinary outrage, coinmitted from her 
Britannic majesly’s province of Upper Canada on 
the persons and property of citizens of the United 
States, within the jurisdiction of the state of New 
York;” and stating that ‘it would necessarily form 
the subject of a demand for redress upon her ma- 
jesty’s government.” 

On the 6th February, Mr. Fox communicated to 
the secretary of state a despatch from sir Francis 
Head, lieut. governor of Upper Canada, containing 
the distinct avowals, that the Caroline was destrov- 
ed by order of col. McNabb, commanding the mili- 
tia in her majesty’s service, and that he, (sir I’ran- 
cis), approved the act. 

On the 22d May Mr. Stevenson presented the 
subject to the consideration of her majesty’s go- 
vernment. After referring to those avuwals, he 
said that, ‘under such circumstances, it was not to 
have been expected that the whole proceeding could 
be regarded by the government of the United States 
in any other light than as a manifest act of hostile 
and daring aggression upon its rights and sovereiga- 
ty, utteriy inconsistent with all the principles of 
national law, and wholly irreconcileable with the 
friendiy and peaceful relations of the two countries:” 
that ‘the case, then is one of open, undisguised and 
unwarraniab'e hositiily.”? He concludes by express- 
ing “the confident expectation of the president of 
the Uniled States that the whole proceeding will 
not only be disavowed and disapproved, but that 
such redress as the nature of the case obviously 
requires will be promptly made.” To this our go- 
vernment waits the final answer of the British go- 
verument. 

On the 13th November last, Alexander McLeod, 
a British subject, was arrested and imprisoned by 
the authorities of the state of New York, on a 
charge of .rson and murder, as having been engag- 
ed in the cayfu:e and destruction of the Caroline. 

On the 12th December, the British iinister 
made a demand on the president for the release of 
McLeod, on the ground that the destruction of ihe 
Caroline was a public act of persons in her majesty’s 
service, obeying the order of their superior authorities; 
and thal the act, accordingly to the usages of na 
tions, cun only be the subject of discussion between 
the two national governments, 

To this demand the secretary of state bas replied 
that the president has no power under the constitu- 
tion aud laws of the nnion to interpose between 
McLeod and the constituted authorities of the state 
of New York—and that “the president is not aware 
of any principle of international law, or indeed of 
reason or justice, which entitles such offenders to 
impunity before the legal tribunals, when coming 
voluntarily within their independent and undoubted 
jurisdiction, because they acted in obedience to 
iheir superior authorities, or because their acts 
have become the subject of diplomatic discussion 
between the two governmwnents.” And that, ‘if the 
deatruction of the Caroline was a public act of per- 
sons in her majesty’s service, obeying the orders of 
their superior authorities, this fact has not been 
before communicated to the governinent of the U. 
States by a person authorised to ake the adinission; 
and it will be for the court which has cognizance of 
the offence with which Mr. McLeod is charged, to 











decide on its validity when legally established be- 
fore it.” 

The British minister, expressing his regret at the 
decision, had referred the subject to his govern- 
ment, 

From these premises, Mr. E. after expressly dis- 
claiming any intention to say who was right or 
who was wrong, and arguing as to what might be 
the course of the British government, drew the 
conclusion that the diplomatic discussion un the sub- 
ject was not closed, inasmuch as Mr. Fox had re- 
ferred himself to his government for instructions; 
that as yet, therefore, no definite issue had been 
made up, and that it would be time enough to act 


when the British minister had received the reply of 


his government. 

Mr. E. deprecated the excitement which had been 
manifested on the border, declaring that it ought to 
receive no countenance from any one. He regard- 
ed any action on the part of this house as improper, 
so long as negotiations were pending; and hoped 
that the report would be recommitted to the com- 
mittee with instructions to report something of the 
following character: 

“It appearing that the reciprocal complaints re- 
ferred to in the correspondence submitted on the 
subjects of diplomatic discussion between the go- 
vernments of the two countries, the committee 
having entire confidence that the rights and honor 
of the United States will be sustained by the execu- 
tive, and entertaining the hope that the controversy 
will be brought to a satisfactory termination, are of 
the opinion that no action of this house is, at this 
time, necessary. They therefore ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the sub- 
pect.” 

Mr. Fillmore rose and said that, in the couse of 
the debate, he had been anticipated by other gen- 
tlemen in much that he had intended to say. 

The question was of as inuch, if not more, im- 
portance to his section of country than to any other; 
and he desired to express his opinion in relation to 
the vote he had just given in favor of the motiun to 
lay on the table, coupled wiih a motion to print. 

I may, (continued Mr, F.) have mistaken the 
purport of this report; 1 have only heard it read once 
at the clerk’s table, and I have had no opportunity 
to examine its contents. The gentleman from S. 
Carolina says it is conciliatory; that it will add 
nothing to the exasperated feeling already existing 
on the frontier. I believe that he thinks his report 
will have that effect; but I much fear, from what 
other gentlemen of the committee say; that he is 
mistaken. I voted in favor of laying the motion to 
print on the table because I thought the effect 
would not be such as the gentlemen anticipated, 
and I wanted the report laid on the table that I 
tnight have time to look into it, and see if my origi- 
nal impressions should be confirmed. If, upon ex- 
amination, I had found that it was not calculated to 
produce the results I apprehended, no man would 
vote for its printing more freely than I would. 
The house, however, has refused to lay the motion 
to print on the table, and has thought proper to de- 
cide that the report shall be published. 

Having, as I have stated, only heard the report 
once read, and judging from what others say of it, 
1 concur in the opinion of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr. 4dams), that the subject should 
be recommnitted to the committee on foreign affairs. 
I had hoped from the committee a calm, deliberate 
and dignified report in the case of the burning of 
the **Caroline” and the arrest of McLeod; that it 
would have been limited to that matter alone, (in- 
stead of embracing, as it apparently does, all our 
subjects of controversy with Great Britain), and 
that it would have set the country right with re- 
ference to the facts inthat case. 1 may be mistaken 
as regards some of those facts; and upon a careful 
exatnination of the testimony, subsequent to the 
time when I last submitted a few remarks on this 
case, I observed I wus mistaken in some of the 
facts connecte:t with that transaction. As I was not 
present on the occasion, all the knowledge I have, 
I derive from the newspapers and from public docu- 
nents, as others may, and probably do. But upon 
this question, which, as I have said, is one of vital 
iinportance to that part of the country where I reside, 
we must recollect, in the first place, that there is 
a judicial question depending. And I was in hopes 
that in this report, exciting and inflammatory in its 
character as I now think it is, nothing would have 
been said, and that, so far as this house was con- 
cerned, nothing would have been done, calculated 
to increase the excitement which already exists. I 
confess I have heard with regret and shame the re- 
ports from that part of the countiy in regard to the 
treatment of this individual, who is so soon to be 
put upon his trial for murder. [ cannot for any con- 
sideration countenance fora moment the idea that 
the laws of this country are to be basely trampled 








on by any authority whatsoever. I cannot counte. 
nance the idea that the judiciary of the couni,;. 
shall for a moment be overawed, directed or con. 
trolled, by any other authority than that of the lay, 
themselves. And, whilst I say this, 1 am also un- 
willing to countenance any thing there, or to «, 
any thing here, which may tend to such results. I 
hope that we may have been misinformed as to the 
nature of the proceedings there; fam unwilling ¢, 
believe that, in a community of citizens such 4, 
that, and with many of whom I am well acquaint. 
ed, and who are highly respectable and intelligen; 
such things have occurred. I say, I hope we hay. 
been misinformed. .I trust we have. I have Seen 
different statements of those transactions, and sono 
of them have been of an exculpatory character,— 
But one thing, at all events, should be borne in 
mind by all whose duty requires them to act on this 
subject here. There is a great state of excitement 
on that frontier, which might by possibility lead to yp 
outbreak. My objection to the printing of the re. 
port was, that it was calculated to inflame the pub- 
lic mind; and I was governed in that vote by three 
reasons. In the first place, I did not wish that any 
thing should be done here which might have a ten- 
dency to do injustice to the individual who is soon 
to be tried by the laws of the state of New York. 
I desire that the law should have its free action; 
that no excitement should be raised against McLeod 
which might prevent a fair and impartial trial. [py 
the second place, I do not desire that any action on 
the part of this house should comproinise or contro} 
the executive of this nation in the negotiations now 
pending between the government of the U. States 
and the government of Great Britain. I have aij 
confidence in the incoming administration. If this 
controversy can be amicably and honorably settled 
between the two governments, I desire that it 
should. But there is a third and very strong reason 
in my mind against any thing being done to ex- 
asperate the public mind on the subject of war with 
Great Britain. It is this: for three or four years | 
have used all the exertions in my power to induce 
this administration, which is responsible to the 
country, to provide some means of defence on our 
northern frontier. But all my efforts were in vain. 
And yet the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Pickens), now tells us that the course to be pursu- 
ed to avoid a war with Great Britain is, to stand up 
to her—to threaten her—to take a high stand; and 
that, he says, will avert a war. I may have been 
mistaken in the meaning. I know that those were 
not his words. But I would submit to him that the 
best way to aviod a war with Great Britain is to 
show that we are prepared to meet her if there is to 
be war; because reasonable preparations for defence 
are betier than gasconading. 

Mr. Filmore then alluded to the defenceless con- 
dition of the northern frontier. He desired, and be- 
lieved the whole country desired, that we should 
yield nothing to the demands of Great Britain, to 
which she was not fairly entitled. But, at the same 
time, he regarded it as rather the act of a madman 
to precipitate the country into war before she was 
prepared for it, than the act of astatesman. In his 
section of country, the people would yield nothing 
to Great Britian, to which she was not justly en- 
litled; or they would yield it only with the last 
drop of their blood. But he did not wish premature 
ly to be drawn into war; he did not wish to invite 
Great Britain to invade our defenceless coast. The 
true plan was to prepare for war if we had yet to 
come to it, but to do nothing in the way of brag- 
ging. If it did come, gentlemen would not find 
his, (Mr. F’s) people shrinking from their just share 
ofresponsibility. All they had—their property, their 
lives, every thing—they were willing to devote, if 
need be, to the service atid honor of their country. 
But, was it not the part of wisdom and prudence, 
before we made a declaration of war, to prépare tor 
it? This was all he desired; and if this report was 
calculated to stir up a war feeling, without cor- 
responding preparation being made to meet the con- 
sequences, he, for one, was opposed to it. He 
did not wish the country to be disgraced by de- 
feat. When she must go to war, he desired to 
see her prepared for it; he desired to see her 
placed in a situation which would enable her to bid 
defiance to the power of any government on earth. 

Mr. F. then alluded to the fortification bill re- 
ported from the committee of ways and means the 
other day by its chairman (Mr. Jones). That bill 
contained appropriations to the amount of nearly 
half a million of dollars, (though that, he believed, 
was only about half of the amount usually appro- 
priated for such purposes); and yet there was not 
a solitary fortification on the northern frontier to 
which any part of that money was to be applied.— 
Was this the way in which we should prepare for 
war? Did the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Peckens), who presented the report, desire to de- 
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clare war against England before the new adminis- 
tration came into power? If so, he (Mr. F.) would 
oppose it. He was for war, if necessary, but not 
before we were prepared forit. He wished, there- 
fore, that the gentleman from South Carolina would 
ermit the report to be recomnnitted to the committee 

on foreign affairs, and that that committee might 
be instructed to confine themselves to the subject 
originally referred to them, and to that alone. For 
his own part he trusted, and he believed that the 
right of this matter was with the American people: 
and it ought at all hazards to be maintained. But 
he was unwilling at the close of a session, and when 
the present administration had but something like 
two weeks to remain in power, to precipitate the 
pation into war without any preparation on our part 
to meet it. And it was for this reason mainly that 
he objected to the report. But, as he said before, 
he might be mistaken in its contents. He hoped 
be was; for he was at all times prepared to go with 
him who went farthest in maintaining the honor of 
the nation and punishing insult or aggression. 

Mr. Vanderpoel moved the previous question; it 
was seconded, and the main question was ordered. 

The main question was, first, on Mr. Evereti’s 
proposition to add to the printing of the report all 
the documents heretofore presented to congress on 
the subject. This question was decided by yeas 
and nays, and passed in the negative, as follows: 

Y&AS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Andrews, 
Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, Briggs, Calhoun, 
J. Campbell, Casey, Crabb, Curtis, Cushing, G. Davis, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dickerson, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, 
Everett, Fillmvre, Gates, Granger, Green, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hall, Hawes. Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, C. Johnston, Kempshall, King, Lane, Lincoln, 
McCarty, Marvin, Monroe, Morgan, Morrow, Naylor, 
Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Ran- 
dall, Rariden, Reyner, Reed, Edw. Rogers, Russell, 
Simonton, ‘Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, John B. Thompson, ‘Tillinghast, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, E. 
D. White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Winthrop—73. 

NAYS—Messrs. J. Allen, Anderson, Atherton, 


The question was then taken and carried; yeas | 
94, nays 39. | 

The question then being on the passage of iach 
bill, Mr. Jameson moved the previous question. 

Mr. L. Williams asked if we were Cooined to! 
this—that a bill of this character should be passed | 
without debate; and that it might be known, who | 
were in favor of this, called the yeas and nays. 

The motion was then taken and the call for the 
previous quesiion sustained by the house: yeas 133, 
nays 51. : 

Mr. L. Williams said the passage of the bill 
would be an outrage on the state of North Carolina, 
which he had the honor in part to represent, and 
called the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Stanly was disposed to favor the passage of 
the bill. But believed that a bill of this character, 
involving the interests of the state of North Caroli- 
na and of the union, should not be hurried through, 
and all debate cut off, by the previous question.— 
He should, on this account, vote against its passage. 

The bill was then read and passed—yeas 136, 
nays 40. 

Mr. Jones, of Va. moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the house resolve itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union. Which! 
was carried—yeas 140, nays 338. | 

Whereon the house resolved itselfinto committee | 
and resumed the consideration of the general ap- 
propriation bill. Mr. Bell was called to the chair. 

The clerk then commenced the further reading of 
the biil by ciauses. 

Mr.- Tillinghast moved an amendment, prolibit- 
ing contracts for the use of next congress, to an 
amount exceeding two thousand dollars. Which 
was adopted, after some remarks by Messrs, Tid- 
linghast and Lincoln. 

Mr. Andrews, of Ky. moved to strike out the fol- 
lowing clause of appropriation: ‘For salary of | 
the secretary to sign patents for public lands per 
act of March second, 1833, $1,500.” 

Mr. Jones, of Va. said, that was a mere manuel 
labor, and would subinit to the committee, whether 








Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, A. 
V. Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, Carr, 
Carroll, Chapman, Chittenden, Clifford, Connor, M. A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Cranston, Crary, Davee, 
E. Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Doan, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Graham, 
Griffin, Hand, John Hastings, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloch, McKay, Meredith, Mallory, Mason, Me- 
dill, Miller, Montanya, S. W. Morris, Newhard, Nis- 
bet, Parrish, Petrikin, Pickens, Rives, James Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Snraith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sum- 
ter, P. F. Thomas, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, D. 
D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Worthing- 
ton—100 

And so the house refused to print the papers re- 
lating to the subject. 

The question then recurred on printing the report 
of the committee. 

Mr. Tillinghast said at this stage he would make 
a motion that had precedence of the previous ques- 
tion. He moved to lay the motion to print on the 
table. He did so that there might be an opportu- 
nity, before the report was ordered to be printed, 
to alter some particular expressions and one or two 
statements, which, with deference to the gentleman 
from South Carolina, he would, if his motion pre- 
vailed, point out for his consideration. If the alte- 
rations were made, he should have no objection to 
the printing. 

The speaker said the previous question had been 
ordered on the whole, and it was too late after one 
part of the question had been taken, to move to lay 
on the table. 

Mr. Tillinghast said he differed from the chair, as 
this was not a devided question, but a separate 
question on each motion. However he would not 
trouble the house with an appeal. 

The question was then put by yeas and nays, and 
carried; yeas 103, nays 68. 

And then, at 20 minutes past 4 0’clock in the 
afternoon, a motion was made to adjourn, which, 
though contested, prevailed, and the house ad- 
jJourned. 

_ Monday, Feb. 15. The speaker stated the ques- 
lion pending was on the motion of the gentleman 
from Tenn. (Mr. Turney) to suspend the rules, to 
take up the bill to amend the act entifled «an act to 
authorise the state of Tennessee to issue grants and 
Perfect titles to certain vacant and unappropriated 
lands, therein described.” 

On which the yeas and nays were called, and 
there not appearing a quorum, Mr. L. Williams 
moved a call of the house; which was negatived. 


it was proper to occupy the time of the president in 
| signing these patents—which amounted to between 
eighty and nivety thousand in the course of a year. 

Mr. Andrews made some remarks in support of 
his motion, and stated that the law on which this 
appropriation was founded, had expired by its own 
limitation. 

Mr. Lincoln in speaking of the abuses that exisi- 
ed in this department, adverted to the fact, that, in- 
stead of the president’s name having been appended 
to these numerous patents, by himself or by his se- 
cretary, they had been signed with the name of the 
secretary alone—there were other manifold defects, 
under which these patents had been executed. 

He hoped this appropriation would be made, as it 
was necessary that the president should have an as- 
sistant for this purpose, and under the expectation 
that the president would correct these abuses. 

Alter some further remarks by Messrs. Casey and 
Lincoln, Mr. Andrews withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Jones then referred to the law, which was of 
the date of 1836, and-moved that the clause be ac- 
cordingly amended in respect to this date, which 
was carried, 

Mr. Andrews then renewed his amendment— 


os 





Mr. Wise at great length defined his position, as 


| being independent of any party, but advocating his 
own principles. 


Mr. Stanly withdrew his amendment. Mr. Jeni- 
fer renewed it. Mr. J. was proceeding in reply to 
Mr. Wise, when Mr. Andrews called both the gen- 
tleman from Maryland and Virginia to order, znd 
wished to know what was the question before the 
cor:nmilttee. 

The chairman said the debate had been out of or- 
der, and was desirous that the debate of this cha- 
racter should cease. 

Mr. Graves moved that the committee grant 
leave to the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Jeni- 


fer) to proceed, and also from Virginia (Mr Wise ) 


until his position was understood. 

The chatr said the debate was notin order. It 
was very difficult to know the point, when it be- 
came out of oider, as it had gradually ron into a 
personal explanation. 

Mr. Weller urged the motion—that the gentle- 
man be permitted to proceed. 

Mr. Andrews called for tellers; which was not 


‘sustained by the house, 


The motion was then carried; and Mr. J. conti- 
nued, and said the position held by his friend from 
Virginia throughout the country, rendered it neces- 
sary that his (Mr. W’s) position should be defined. 
He then adverted to Mr. W’s opinions somewhat 
in detail, and stated they were not such as met ap- 
probation from either party. 

Mr. Wise rose in reply, and was again called to 
order by Mr. Andrews. 

Mr. Wise asked permission of the committee to 
proceed (cries of *‘go on’ “go on.”) And the 
committee by vote allowed him to proceed. 

Mr. Wise said he rose to make the sweeping de- 
claration, that his friend from Maryland had not 
rightly statea a position he [Mr. W.] had taken to- 
day or the other day. 

Mr. W. then gave his views, and occupied, at 
some length, the attentien of the committee. 

He was, in the course of his remarks, called to 
order—but was sustained under the leave that had 
been granted him. 

Mr. Graves succeeded in reply to Mr. Wise. 

He was followed by Mr. Pope. 

A conversation here ensued between Messrs. 
Graves and Pope—which was terminated by Mr. 
Pope—who said that he did not wish to expend any 
of his fire in contest with his friends, but reserve 
them for the red hot balls of his opponents, 

Mr. Andrews then took the floor, but after a few 
remarks, moved that the committee rise; which 
was carried. 

Mr. Lincoln said there was lying on the speak- 
er’s table, a report from the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, in answer to a resolution of the house of the 19ih 
ult. respecting patents which had.been issued from 
the commissioner of public lands; and, as the com- 
iniftee met to-morrow morning, asked that it might 
be taken up. i 

The speaker then laid it before the house; and on 
motion of Mr. L. it was referreé to the committee 
on public lands; and then, at twenty minutes past 
six, the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 16. Mr. Fillmore moved a resoly- 
tion which was adopted, instructing the committee 








which was debated at some length by Messrs. 
Adums, Smith, of Me., Crary and Mason. The 
amendment was again withdrawn by Mr. Andrews, 
apprehending that it would lead to an extended de- 
bate. 

Mr. Vanderpoel moved to amend the clause, ap- 
propriating for the compensation of clerks and mes- 
sengers, in the office of the fifth auditor, $9,800, 
by a reduction of $1,000. 

Mr. Morgan inquired of the chairman of ways 











Mr. Jones replied, precisely the same as that pro- 
posed by the bill. Mr. Graves inquired whether 
the full appropriation was necessary for the public 
service. Mr. Jones was not aware of any reasons 
which should lead the house to lessen the amount. 
The estimate having been submitted by the proper 
officer of the government, and undergone the super- 
vision of those whose duty it was to superintend 
this department of government. It was further de- 
bated, by Messrs. vans, Smith, of Me., Monroe, 
Underwood, Wise, Petrikin, Tillinghast, L. Wil- 
liams, Stanly, Proffit, Waddy Thompson, Hubbard 
and G. Davis. 

Mr. Vanderpoel (at the request of several inem- 
bers) withdrew the amendment. 

-Mr. Stanly moved to strike out the item appro- 
priating for compensation to the solicitor of the 
treasury, $3,500. 

This was debated at length, by Messrs. Vander- 
poel, Morgan, Waddy Thompson, G. Davis, Stanly 
and Weller, 





and means, what was the appropriation last year? | 


on military affairs to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill making the necessary appropriations 
for fortifications and other necessary preparations to 
place the northern frontier in a state of defence, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the house then resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, and proceeded to the consideration of the 
general appropriation bill. 

The question was then taken (without further 
debate) on the motion to strike out the ifein appro- 
priating $3,560 for compensation *to the solicitor 
aise treasury.”? And the amendment was reject- 
ea. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Va. the item appro- 
priating “1,000 for the office of the 4th auditor” was 
increased to $1,346 43. 

Mr. Monroe wished to know from the chairman 
of the committee of ways and means (Mr. Jones) 
whether there was any inode by which to reinstate 
the commissioner of pensions in the salary which 
he had previous to the passage of the law of the last 
session, (1. e. $3,000). 

Mr. Jones said we were prohibited by the rules 
from increasing, in an appropriation bill, the salary 
of any officer whose salary was fixed by law. The 
salary of the commissioner of pensions was fixed by 
a law of the last session at $2,500. : 

Mr. Monroe said that the gentleman who filled 
this office was one of the most deserving officers of ’ 
the government; and it was an act of injustice to 
him that the bill of the last session was passed, He 


1 (Mr. M.) wished the chairman of the committee of 





Ways end means to say whether he could not poiat 
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out any mode by which the salary could be restored 
to the original amount. 

Mr. Jones said the gentleman could accomplish 
his object by bringing in a bill fixing the salary of 
the commissioner of pensions at $3,000. 

Mr. Adams suggested that there was another way 
in which the object might be effected. Let him 
propose a section as an amendment to this bill, de- 
claring that the bill fixing the salary of the coin- 
missioner of pensions at $2,500 be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed, and that the salary be fixed at 
$3,000. And then the gentleman (Mr. Jones) 
wight move to amend the title of the bill by adding, 
“and for other purposes,” as he had done to a bill 
passed the other day. [Laughter.]} 

Mr, Jones proposed some fractional amendments, 
which were agreed to; and certain amendments in 
phraseology were also adopted. . 

On the item appropriating $2,250 for compensa- 
tion of the superintendent and watchmen of the 
northwest executive building, some explanations 
took place between Messrs. .d@dums and Jones 
(which the reporter did not distinctly hear) in re- 
gard to Jaborers‘on the public buildings; but which 
led to a statement by Mr. Keim, that the committee 
on public buildings were prepared, at the proper 
time, to offer armendmentsin relation thereto; which 
closed the conversation. 

Mr. Dodge moved to amend the bil! by increasing 
the compensation of the surveyor general of Wis- 
konsin and Towa from $1,500 to $2,000. 

The chairman decided the amendment to ba ont 
of order, (for the same reason as that applicable to 
the case of the commissioner of pensions). 

The iterns in reference to the compensation of 
the commissioner of public buildings gave rise to 
soine explanations between Messrs. Slanly, Jones 
and Adams; and Mr, Stanly (with a view, he said, 
to expose the manner in which the present adimi- 
nistration had increased the salaries of its officers) 
moved to strike out the items; and he then made a 
f.w remarks, and stated that, when the affairs of 
these public buildings came to be investigated, 
there would be found in them as much rottenness, 
fraud and corruption, in every sense of those terms, 
as existed in any other branch of the public ser- 
vice. 

Mr. Lincoln made some explanations in relation 
to this office, and the salary allotted to iis incum- 
bent, and the manner in which it had been fixed. 

Mr. Adams followed in some remarks, in which 
he referred to the manner in which the workmen 
on the public buildings of this city had been treated 
by the government—which treatment he designated 
as cruel and unjust; and he boped thatthe commit- 
tee on the public buildings, when they came to of- 
fer the amendments they had indicated, wouid pro- 
pose large and liberal appropriations. sis 

Mr. Petrikin replied, contending that injustice 
had not been done to the workwen, iuasmuch as 
they had been duly notified of the course to be pur- 
sued by the government. 

The discussion was further continued by Messrs. 
Petrikin and Jones, (the latter of whom replied to 
that portion of the remarks of Mr. Slanly which re- 
lated to corruption, &c. and demanded to know 
why it was that, with every opportunity for inves- 
tigation, that gentleman, and the party with which 
he acted, had slumbered for eight months of the last 
session and two months of this, content to sit still 
in their places without an effort to bring to light 
any of those abuses of which they talked so much 
in general terms, but none of which they would 
specify. Mr.J. also replied to the remarks of Mr. 
Adams in relation to the workmen on the public 
buildings, and vindicating the condnet of the go- 
vernment in those proceedings, and that every 
thing had been done for the workmen that could be 
done). 

Mr. Sianly replied at length to Mr. Jones, whose 
remarks in relation to investigation he characteriz- 
ed as singularly disingenuous and unfair, coming as 
they did from a gentleman of his general candor. 

Alter which, Mr. 8S. withdrew his motion to strike 
out. 

Mr. Leonard moved toamend the item appropri- 
ating $1,807 «‘for compensation of three assistants 
to the commissioner of public buildings, as super- 
intendent of the Potomac bridge,” by striking out 
“three” and inserting “two,” and by striking out 
$1,807” and inserting “$1,360.” Which amend- 
ments were agree (to. 

Mr. McCarty proposed as an amendment a bill 
(or the substance thereof) providing that the sum 
of $30,000 be appropriated for the repair of the Po- 
tomac bridge, (that being the amount estimated to 
be necessary by the engineer). 

Mr. Jones raised a question of order, and some 
conversation ensued on that point. [After which, 


Mr. Jones raised the objection that the ARRIODF Ee 
tion was not embraced in the estimates of the pre- 
sent year; and that if objects embracing appropria- 
tions of large sums of money which were not includ- 
ed.in the estimates were to be made, it would be- 
come requisite to provide additional funds for the 
purpose. : 

Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson was understood to say 
that estimates had been sent in at a former session. 

The amendment was argued briefly, but urgently, 
by Messrs. Reed, Monroe and Graham, of N. C, on 
the score of public necessity and convenience. 

Mr. Barnerd offered the following amendment to 
the amendment: 

“So much of this sum as may be applied for repairs 
shall be applied under the direction of the secretary of 
war; and in restoring the bridge after the general plan 
upon which it was originally built.” 

Mr. B. advocated the amendment of Mr. McCarty 
at some length, showing the necessity of this ap- 
propriation with reference to the transportation of 
the mail and the keeping open the communication 
between the north and the south. And he wished 
that the question should be determined now, whether 
\this passage across the Potomac river should be 
abandoned to a mere ferry, as it was at this mo- 
ment, or whether they were willing that the bridge 
which formerly existed there should be replaced. 

Mr. Morgan hoped this appropriation would be 
made, The administration about to come in would 
have breaches enough to repair without this; and he 
| (Mr. M.) hoped that the chairman of the commit- 
tee of ways and means would be in favor of repair- 
ing this one, at least. 

Mr. Pope was in favor of any reasonable appro- 
priation for this object, insisting that we owed it to 
ourselves, to our pride, and our character as a na- 
tion, to restore this bridge. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson asked Mr. Barnard so to mo- 
dify his proposition as to bring the whole matter 
under the direction of the secretary of war. He 
then went briefly into the bistory and condition of 
the bridge, and showed that it would be an act of 
wisdom and economy to make this appropriation 

uickly. 

i Mr. Floyd gave notice that, if the appropriation 
was not made, he would move to strike out the item 
providing for compensation for the assistants of the 
commissioner of public buildings as superintendent 
of the Potomac bridge. 

The question on Mr. McCarty’s amendment was 
then taken; and the vote stood: yeas 65, nays 40— 
no quorum voting. Mr. Lincoln ealied for tellers, 
who were appointed, (Messrs. Morrow and Hop- 
kins). And, the question being again taken, the 
vote stood: yeas 75, nays 42—still no quorum vot- 
ing. 

Mr. Vanderpoe! and Mr. Lewis Williams insisted 
that the fact be reported to the house. And the 
fact was accordingly reported in form. 

Mr. Pope moved a call of the house. Mr. Van- 
derpoel asked the yeas and nays. 

The speaker was requested to count the house, 
which having being done, 128 members, (being a 
quorum and two over, including the speaker), ap- 
peared to be present. The bouse then went back 
again into committee. And the question being 
again taken, (by tellers), on the amendment ap- 
propriating $30,000 for the repairs of the Potomac 
bridge, the vote stood: yeas 79, nays 44. So the 
amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Bernard, he modified it to meet the sugges- 
tion of Mr. W. C. Johnson; and, as modified, it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Floyd then moved to strike out the entire 
clause; which motion was rejected. 


Mr. Green, of Kentucky, moved to strike out all 
the items of appropriation having reference to the 
branch mints of North Carolina, Georgia and New 
Orleans, and the expenditures connected therewith. 
Mr. G. contended that those establishments bad 
been created to give oflices to favorites, and made 
some remarks directed to the necessity of carrying 
out the promises of retrenchment and reforin which 
they had made before the people, and which the 
coming administration was bound to carry out. 

Mr. Mason, of Ohio, contended that it would be 
time enough to vindicate the principles of general 
Harrison’s administration after it had come into 
power; and that the friends of that eminent citizen 
should forbear, so long as they remained in a help- 
less minority in this house, to attempt a work which 
could never be judiciously and properly executed 
without reference toaregular and general system of 
reduction and economy. He adverted to the just 
grounds of exception which might be taken to those 
establishments, but thought that there was no suf- 
ficient information before the house which could an- 





the reporter understood that the ainendment was 
before the committee in order.] | 


thorise itg action upon them at this moment. Why 
should the whig party undertake reforms now, when 
Ue F's , 


ee 


they were in a minority, and when they couly 
neither carry a proposition of their own, nor pre. 
vent the success of any proposition which their ai. 
versaries might bring forward? Let them be pa. 
tient till they came into power, and they would 
then find in him a judicious and considerate frienq 
to all reforms. Mr. M. illustrated his views on this 
subject at considerable length. 

Mr. Graham, of N. C. opposed the amendment. 
He could not agree with the mover of the proposi- 
tion, that it would advance the purpose he had j), 
view—economy. He (Mr.G.) wished the good 
administration of those establishments, not their de. 
struction. 

The amendinent was opposed by Mr. Conner. 

Mr. Graves felt disposed to vote for the amend- 
ment of his colleague, and was anxious to embrace 
this as the most auspicious moment to test the 
question; and if it should appear that the purposes 
of economy would be answered by abolishing these 
establishments, he, for one, was ready now to carry 
the principles of reform and retrenchment which lhe 
had professed. Mr. G. also expressed his views at 
length. 

Mr, Bynum then obtained the floor, but vielded to 
a motion that the committee rise, which motion 
having prevailed, the committee rose. 

After the committee rose, Mr. Banks asked leave 
to move a resolution to establish a post road in his 
district. Mr. Peck objected. And, at half past 4 
o’clock, the house adjourned, 

Wednesday, Feb. 17. Mr, Lane made an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to suspend the rules for the purpose 
| of going into committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, upon the bill to confirm to the state 
of Indiana the land selected by her for the conti- 
nuafion of that part of the Wabash and Erie canal, 
which lies between the mouth of the Tippecanoe 
river and Terrehaute. 

On leave, Mr. Lincoln reported a bill to confirm 
land patents, which was read twice and laid on the 
table. 

The house, then, on motion of Mr. Jones, of Va. 
resolved itself into a committee, and resumed the 
consideration of the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, was called to the chair. 

The motion pending was that offered by Mr. 
Green, yesterday, to strike out, first, the following 
item: 

“For compensation to the officers and elerks of 
the branch mint at Charlottesville, N. C. $6,000.” 

Mr. Bynum, of N.C. being entitled to the floor, 
addressed the committee in opposition to this mo- 
tion. He perceived in this motion an insidious at- 
tempt to strike down the only prospects which 
this country bas for a permanent currency, and a 
snitable circulation for the transaction of the busi- 
ness of a great portion of the people of this country. 
He entered into an investigation, and replied to pre- 
vious remarks in support of this motion. He dwelt, 
at great length, on the general subject of currency, 
the tariff, &c. and in opposition to a national bank. 
It was against the policy of abolishing these mints, 
and the independent treasury, which was tanta- 
mount to abolishing the constitution, and for build- 
ing on theirruins a national bank, that he had felt 
it his duty to raise his warning voice. 

Mr. Tillinghast succeeded. He opposed this item 
of appropriation, and the principle, which would lead 
to an appropriation for ail the branch mints, which 
was proposed in this bill, to an amount of $73,880. 
He could not agree that the general question of the 
currency, which had been debated, has any imme- 
diate connexion with the proposition before us. It 
is said that this proposition is in effect a proposi- 
tion to strike down the only chance of this country 
for a permanent and suitable currency for the coun- 
try. He desired the repeal of the law establishing 
these mints, and thought it would be much more 
easily carried after the house had expressed an 
opinion against it, by refusing these appropriations. 
The mints were fotally useless, and therefore he 
opposed appropriations for them. 

Mr. L. Williams should oppose this motion—as 
he was not satisfied of the inexpediency of these 
mints; after the experiment had been fairly made, 
and the common consent of the country required 
their abolishment, he would go against them. He 
disclaimed opposition to this motion from any local 
feelings, but for the interest of the common coun- 
tiy. 

Mtr. Habersham noticed the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Rhode Island, (Mr. Tillinghast.) He 
opposed so decided action as the abolition of these 
mints, until further investigation had been made, 
and advocated their continuauce, on account of the 
convenience of the people—and if it was constitu- 
tional for government to establish institutions for 
the convenience of the people, these ought to be 





continued, He should oppose the abolition of these 
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mints, till the experimeut had been fairly tried of 
their operation. Si 

Mr. Everett opposed the striking out of these 
minis, because he considered it as vicious legisla- 
tion. The house was bound to make these appro- 
priations, as much as appropriations for the salary 
of officers. ‘The house was bound by the constitu- 
tion, to make appropriations for the salary of of- 
ficers, and by law, to appropriate for these mints. 
‘As long as they were supported by the law of the 
jJand, they were bound to appropriate for it. 

Mr. Cooper, of Geo. opposed this motion, and 
contended that these mints should not be repealed, 
because the policy sought to be established by them 
had been sustained by experience. He referred to 
the fact, while they had been considered as minor 
mints, that nearly two-thirds of all the U. States 

old that has been coined, has been by these two 
wints, at Charlotte and Dahlonega. 

Mr. Tillinghast followed in explanation of his 
former remarks, and in reply to other arguments. 

Mr. Stanly would not now support this motion, 
and leave the machinery there to run to waste and 
decay. He thought this was not the time to abolish 
these appropriations. He said he would offer a re- 
solution, atthe proper place in the bill, directing 
the secretary of the treasury to inquire into the 
operation of the branch mints at Charlotte, Dahlo. 
nega and New Orleans; the expediency of discon. 
tinning them; how the machinery might be sold, &c, 

Mr. Graves said he had stated yesterday that he 
thought perhaps another occasion would have been 
more suitable for going into this subject, and, as 
far as he was concerned, he would not now have 
made this motion. As the motion had been made, 
however, he should support it. He was satisfied 
that these mints were not necessary, and not more 
than one necessary in the United States, and should 
vote to strike out both these mints. 

Mr. Dawson said the question was, ‘Is it for the 
benefil for the country to prevent these appropria- 
tions?” The only consideration that could be urged 
against these mints, is that they produce po profit. 
Bat he said that they were not intended for this, 
but for convenience. They were for the glory and 
honur of the country—for the purpose of creating a 
coinage under the constitution. And what bullion 
ought we coin? Mostly that of our own country. 
And where is it raised? Solely and exclusively in 
the states of Georgia, Alabama and North Carolina, 
and there he contended it should be coined. 

Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson, asked if the resolution of 
the gentleman from North Carclina, (Mr. Stanly), 
was notin order? The chutrman said it was not. 

Mr. Stanly proposed to the chairman of the com- 
mitteee of ways and means to adopt it and insert 
within the bill, so that it might be acted on next 
session. Mr. Jones made a reply. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson said his object in speaking, 
was to indieate his preference for the proposition of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Stan/y), 
to the vote he should give. He should vote for strik- 
ing out the appropriation. As informed he was-sa- 
lishied the mint was a source of great expense to 
the government. In a government like ours, we 
ought not to scatter the power of coining money all 
over the union, simply because congress have power 
todo it. He was for having one government su- 
preme within its sphere of action—and having the 
siates supreme within their sphere of action—one 
colnage of money, and one solitary mint forthe pur- 
pose of coining money all over the United States. 
He should be constrained to vote for striking out 
the appropriations, but should much prefer to vote, 
if he could, for the proposition of the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. Graham briefly gave his views in opposition 
to the motion. 

_ The motion was thea taken and negatived—af- 

fiimative 53, negative 73. On which the commit- 
lee rose, and (at 54 o’tlock), the house adjourned. 

Thursday, Feb. 18. The journal of yesterday 
Was read; when on motion of Mr. Edward Davies, 
of Pennsylvania, it was 

Resolved, That henceforth, for the remainder of the 
present session, the house will daily take a recess from 
half past 2 to 4 o’clock, P. M. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved to suspend the 
rules, and that the house resolve itself into com- 
inittee of the whole on the state of the union, with 
a view to proceed with the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
inatic expenses of the government for the year 1841. 

Mr. Stanly requested Mr. Jones to give way to 
enable him to offer the proposition moved by him 
On yesterday as an amendment to the civil and di- 
Piomatic bill, direeting the secretary of the treasu- 
'y lo report to congress al (be next session informa- 
cn In relation to the branch mints, the better to 
enable congress to act upon the subject of their 


Mr. Jones said the proposition of the honorable 
member had been decided by the chair to be out of 
order wheu offered by him as an amendinent to the 
bill; and that it must have been obvious at the 
time that, in addition to the fact that it was out of 
order, gentlemen were preparing to debate it. And 
that at this late period of the session, with most of 
the appropriation bills to act on, he could not con- 
sent that any business should take precedence of 
those bills. 

Mr. Stanly remarked that the chairman of the 
committee of ways and means and his friends had 
the majority in this house, and could prevent de- 
bate if they pleased. If they refused to consider 
this resolution at this time, when no rule of order in- 
terfered, and when a public good was to be achiev- 
ed, on the heads of the adininistration party let the 
respousibility rest. Mr. S. had discharged his duty. 
The house then again resolved itself into com- 
inittee of the whole on the state of fhe union, and 
resumed the consideration of the bill for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of government for the 
year 1841. Mr. Bell was again called to the chair 
of the committee. 

Mr. Green moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the item, “for compeusation to the officers and 
clerk of the branch mint at Dahlonega, Georgia, 
six thousand dollars.” 

Mr. Green supported his motion at some length, 
when the debate was continued by Mr. Nisbet, who 
alluded to Mr. 4lford’s speech on the treasury note 
bill relative to his view of the tariff question. 

Mr. Alford explained. The difference between 
mnyself aud my colleague is not very material. I 
object to the time. I hold this great measure will 
be better settled next session. I object to the 
source from whence it comes. I said before, I re- 
peat now, it is my opinion there is an effort here te 
lay the foundation of a tariff much too high for the 
wants of an economical administration, such as I 
hope and believe general Harrison’s administration 
will be. And 1 feel it my duty to resist that effort. 
When the proper time arrives, and we come to the 
work in good faith, there will be no difficulty, if 
gentlemen will do as they say, abide the compro- 
inise. Let the proper committee take the whole 
subject before theim—wines, silks, sugars, salt, and 
all together, luxuries and necessaries, and, in the 
spirit of the compromise act, legislate on this sub 
ject as becomes the American congress, and all will 
be right. But Ido object to this partial revision, 
at this time; and I am satisfied it had the object 1) 
attributed to its friends in view. Besides, Mr. 
Chairman, all agree it cannol be done this session, 
for wantof time. What then is the motive, unless 
itis to imbue upon the in-coming administration 
the principles of the tariff party? If any impar- 
tial statesman will look upou the Jong list of arti- 
cles taxed, and those which are free of duty, he 
can but see that an ad vulorem duty of fifteen or 
twenty per cent. on all will raise a revenue not ouly 
atnple but superabundant. And, I am of opinion, 
if all are taken together, a lower rate will do; and, 
if there is to be discrimination at all, it will be best 
to diminish the duty on necessaries. We can tell 
better at the proper time. By that time the actual 
deficit will be known and provided for. I know 
my friend would not misrepresent me willingly. 
Between us there is the best of feeling, and cer- | 
tainly no great difference in principle. 1 desire 
not to be misunderstood. Ihave no letter writers, 
no trumpeters,and neither inyself nor the reporters | 
have ever yet been able to write out my speeches | 
correctly: they, from the rapidity of ny manner of | 
speaking, and I, beceuse I speak without notes, | 
and generally when I ain excited by the course of | 
debate indulged in in this house. 

The debate was continued at great length by 
Messrs. M. A. Cooper, ( Clifford and Black in ex- 
planation), Sleenrod, (Graves, in explanation), 
and Warren, 

Mr. Warren availed himself of this opportunity 
to reply, as he did with much effect, to certain ar- 
guments advanced some time since in aspeech 
made by Mr. M. 4. Cooper, in committee of the 
whole on the state of the union on the treasury 
note bill, and vindicated the whig party of the state 
of Georgia in reference to their action upon cer- 
tain exciting topics discussed in that speech. Mr. 
W. before entering on his subject, condemned the 
practice of making one speech on the floor of the 
house and writing out another for the newspapers, 
stating that he would be glad if the reporters would 
write out his remarks and publish them as they 
were spoken, without submitting them to his sevi- 
siori— courteously adding, that the usages of their 
profession should be complied with on bis part, 
whenever he might be calied upon. Mr. W. yield- 
ed the floor several times, for explanation. to Mr. 
M. A. Cooper, and some questions of order were 














discontinuance. 





made. Mr. W. concluded at half past 2 o’cloek. 


Mr. W. Thompson obtained the floor, but the 
hour designated in the resolution of this morning hav- 
ing arrived. The house took a recess until 4 o’clock. 

Evening session. At 4 o’clock, Mr. Bell, the 
chairman of the committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, resumed his seat, and called the com- 
mittee to order. 

The question being on striking out the clause for 
the salaries of the officers of the branch mint at 
Dahlonega, in Georgia, which was negatived with- 
out a division. 

Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson proposed an amendment 
appropriating $3,000 for the support of pauper lu- 
natics for the District of Columbia in the lunatie 
hospital of Baltimore. The amendment was adopted 
without division. 

Mr. Hunt moved to strike out the proviso fixing 
the og ae os of district attorneys, marshals and 
clerks. 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means defended the proviso. 

Mr. 4. G. Brown opposed the proviso. 

Mr. Evans thought it was a violation of the rules 
of parliamentary law to place the proviso in the bill. 

Mr. Briggs thought it strange that Mr. Jones 
should have delayed the use of his pruning. knife 
until now, though he thought the emoluments of the 
officers in questionshould be curtailed. Mr. Jones 
explained. 

And after much debate,in which several mem- 
bers participated, the committee rose, aiid the house 
adjourned. 

Friday Feb. 19. Immediately after the journal 
was read, Mr. Holmes of South Carolina, rose and 
asked leave to say a few words. 

The speaker said it could only be done by general 
consent. 

Mr. Holmes then commenced by saying he was 
not in the house last night, and consequently did not 
hear the speech of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, [looking towards Mr, Stanly, who had spoken 
on the night before}. 3 

Mr. Stanly rose and objected to Mr. Holmes pro- 
ceeding, unless it was understood that he should 


i have the liberty of replying. Mr. H. could reply 


in committee of the whole, where each side could 
be heard; andin committee of the whole, a fair field, 
Mr. 8. said he should be happy to meet him. 

Mr. Slanly objecting for this reason, Mr. Holmes 
conld not proceed. 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, rose and said 
he hoped liis colleague [Mr. Holmes] would treat 
the attack upon South Carolina, made by the gen- 
tleman froin North Carolina, with the contempt it 
deserved. His arms, Mr. C. said were not long 
enongh to reach the state of South Carolina. 

Mr. Stanly said the gentleman’s colleague then 
would only treat this (Mr. 8’s] remarks with the 
same contempt which Mr. 8. had long felt and had 
shown for the gentleman from South Carolina 
himself, [Mr. Cumpbell]. My arms said Mr. 8, 
as short as they are, are long enough to meet that 
gentleman in argument on this floor, or elsewhere, 
if it become necessary. Let the gentleman try it— 
let him try if. 

At the adjournment of the house yesterday, a 
motion by Mr. astman was pending to suspend the 
rules toconsider the bill to extend for five years the 
pensions of certain widows. 

Mr. Lastman declining to withdraw or wave his 
motion, the question to suspend was taken by yeas 
and nays; and there appeared yeas 106. nays 42. 
‘Two-thirds’ voting in the affirmative, the rules were 
suspended; and the house then resolved itself into 
eoinmittee of the whole on the state of the union on 
the bill. Mr. Evans, of Maine, was called to the 
chair of the committee. The bill was read. 

ate Ne explained briefly the provisions of 
the bill. 

Mr. Hand also made some explanations in rela- 
tion to the previous laws on the subject, and the con- 
struction which had been given thereto, and sent 
to the clerk’s table a report inade by the committee 
on revolutionary pensions recommending that a se- 
cond marriage should not exclude a widow from the 
claim, &c. The report was read by the clerk. 

Mr. Proffit said that there was no better mode of 
killing this bill than of talking it todeath. He 
moved that the committee rise and report it to the 
house; and, for his own part, he should vote for it. 
He supposed they were all going to vote for it. 

Mr. Stanly said the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
Profit) was mistaken in supposing that there would 
be no opposition to this bill. He (Mr. 8.) was op- 
posed to it, and for the reason, he was understood 
to say, that they were not going to take up the tariff. 
Let us wait until the next session of congress, 
The treasury was bankrupt; let us get out of debt 
before we contract more. If we made these ap- 
propriations before the new adwinistration came in, 





i the whigs would be made te take the responsibili- 
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ty, and would be pointed at hereafter as having{ He then wished Mr. Pickens to say whether be had 


exceeded the estimates. He hoped gentlemen 
would not vote for this bill until they had ascer- 
tained that they had the means to carry eut its pro- 
visons. tsdeg 

Mr. Morgan (who, amidst great confusion in the 
hall, could scarcely be heard) was understood to ex- 

ress the uiope that the house would not be deterred 

y the condition of the treasury from passing this bill. 
The principles of pensions had been well settled, 
and it was only an act of justice to these poor wi- 
dows to make the provision contained in this bill. 

Mr. Underwood offered an amendment, and advo- 
cated its adoption on the , oeigs that if the govern- 
ment did what it provided for, it would do all that 
could properly be asked. ; 

Mr. Graves moved an amendment in favor of 

Mrs, Barney. The bill was further discussed until 
the hour arrived, when the house,took a recess until 
4 o’clock. 
Evening session. At 4o’clock P. M. Mr. Evans 
resumed the chair of the committee, and the ques- 
tion recurred on Mr. Graves’ amendment in favor 
of Mrs. Barney; which was agreed to as follows: 

“That Mary Barney, the widow of commodore 
Barney, shall receive, during her life, the same 
pension which she has been in the receipt of up 
io the time of the discontinuance of her late pen- 
sion.” 

The bill was then amended, on motion of Mr. 
Easiman, by confining the operation of the third 
section to the widows of revolutionary officers and 
soldiers. 

No other amendment being proposed, the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill to the house as 
amended. 

The amendments were read and concurred in, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 


lime. 
And, being engrossed, the bill was forthwith read 


the third time. 

And the question, on its final passage, was decid- 
ed by yeas and nays, as follows: For the bill 111, 
azainst it 41. And so the bill was passed, and it was 
then sent to the senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Evans roge and said he wished to call the at- 
tention of the house to adebate of avery unpleasant 
characier, which had occurred in the committee of 
the whole, when he was in the chair, upon the bill 
which had just passed. He did so witha view to 
remove any misapprehensions which might exist as 
to the precise character of the debate to which he 
referred, and to prevent unkind feelings being en- 
gendered in the minds of the honorable gentlemen 
who had participated in it. Mr. E. proceeded to 
make remarks of a general character as to the ne- 
cessity of caution in debate, and the manifest pro- 

riety of endeavoring to understand clearly and 
distinctly the extent and force of rewnarks which 
may fall from gentlemen In the zeal of debate. He 
then detailed the origin and progress of the discus- 
sion, as he understood it, and he wished the gen. 
tlemen concerned to inform hii if he understood 
them correctly. In the first place, the gentleman 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Stanly), ina speech last 
evening, Upon another subject, and betore ano- 
ther committee, had indulged in debate upona con- 
siderable variety of topics, and, among others, bad 
commented with great freedom upon the course of 
measures, policy, and principles of the state of 
South Carolina—upon public measures, and public 
policy and principles, all which, Mr. E. thought, 
within the fair scope of debate; but the gentleman 
had repeatedly and emphatically, in the course uf 
that debate, expressly disclaimed any intention of 
wounding the teelings or giving any occasion of of- 
fence to any member of the house, or to either of 
the representatives from that state. 

Mr. £. inquired of Mr. Stanly whether he had 
onderstood him and represented him correctly? 

Mr. Stanly answered that he had. 

Mr. E. said, then, so far, surely there was, he 
presumed, no occasion for personal offence. Inthe 
course of the debate this morning, the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Prckens ), referring to 
the debate of the preceding evening, used language 
which he (Mr. E. was aware might be construed 
as personally offensive, and he perceived it had been 
received as such, and answered accordingly. It 
was language, he must say, although calcalated to 
excite unpleasant feelings, not to be considered per- 
sonally offensive. Mr. E. did not consider it in 
that light. He understood the gentleman to be re- 
plying to the arguments of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, and whatever terms he bad used to 
be applicable to the argument alone—characteris- 
ing it as inefficient and of too feeble strength to 
overthrow the principles or policy of the state of 
South Carolina. He certainly did not understand 


understood him cortecily. 

Mr. Pickens said he did not know what motive or 
intention the gentleman from Maine bad in address- 
ing to him the inquiry he had. He presumed it was 
a fair and proper one, and he would therefore say 
that the language he used be intended onty as ridi- 
cule, and he thought that ridicule was a fair parlia- 
mentary argument. Assuch he meant it, and not 
intended personalties. 

Mr. £vans said, certainly ridicule was a parlia- 
mentary mode of argument—a test, and very often 
the most severe test of the strength of argument. 
He sometimes restored to it himself; and undoubt- 
edly it was a mode of argument often exciting un- 
pleasant feelings, but not such as to call for the in- 
dulgence of emotions incompatible with personal 
respect and good will. He now understood the 
gentleman, (Mr. Pickens), as he understood him at 
the time, to be dealing with the argument of the 
gentleman from North Carolina, bringing it to this 
test of ridicule, and not intending to be personally 
offensive. 

The honorable gentleman from North Carolina, 
with his ardent feelings much excited, bad replied 
to these remarks also in a manner and terms suscep- 
tible of being easily misunderstood. He (Mr. E.) 
had checked him at the time, and admonished him 
that it was not in order to indulge in personalities; 
to which he (Mr. 8.) replied that he was merely 
answering the remarks which had been made to- 
wards him; from which he (Mr. E.) inferred that 
he (Mr.8.) intended and designed to meet the re- 
marks of the gentleman from South Carolinain the 
spiritand to the same extent that they had been 
made; that he was repelling ridicule by redicule, 
avowing the soundness of his own views and prin- 
ciples and arguinents, and warding off the attacks 
which bad been made upon them. He was sure 
the honorable gentleman froin North Carolina would 
not place himself in the position of intending a de- 
liberate insult as a reply toan argument, though that 
argument was of a kind calculated to excite his 
feelings. This was an eucounter which all are 
subject to,and which ought not to lead to any 
other than a similar reply. He wished, therefore, 
to know if he correctly understood the member 
from N. Carolina, and he appealed to him to reply. 

Mr. Stanly said, if the honse would indulge him 
for a few moments, he would answer the interroga- 
tory of the gentleman from Maine. That gen- 
tleman has truly said that he has had no consultation 
with me, or with any friend of mine, with ny 
knowledge, relative to the motion or the remarks he 
now subinits to the house. 

It will be remembered, Mr. Speaker, that, in the 
speech I inade last night, I disclaimed, repeatedly, 
rather too often disclaimed, as I thought, all intima- 
tion or wish to indulge in personalities, or to wound 
the feelings of any honorable member on this floor. 
[ did this, sir, with particular emphasis, because I 
ain aware that, when exited in debate, I am apt to 
use forcible language, which is liable to be misun- 
derstood. I said, as regards the members from South 
Carolina on this floor, whose doctrines I had felt 
bound to oppose, I begged them all to understand I 
did so from no feeling of personal unkindness, but 
in opposition to their political principles, which I 
regarded as calculated to do much mischief if they 
should receive encouragement from any respectable 
portion of the conntry. Towards the gentleman 
himself (Mr. Pickens) I have always entertained 
feelings of personal kindness. 

After this full declaimer, which every member 
will testify to who heard me, I was surprised to see 
the feeling manifested by several members from 
South Carolina. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, to whom I especially addressed my arguments, 
(Mr. Rett), had the floor to reply to me, when the 

debate should be resumed. And let me say, as to 
that honorable member, (Mr. Rheit), I have under- 
stood he wasa religious man; I honored him asa 
such, and on tbat account, especially, I used to- 
wards him no other language than that of courtesy 
and kindness. I endeavored to deal with his ob- 
noxious doctrines—direct taxation, disunion, &e.— 
and with his doctrines alone. You will remémber, 
Mr. Speaker, that, iinmediately after the journal 
was read, the respectable gentleman from Charleston, 
(Mr. Holmes), endeavored to obtain the floor, as 1 
uaderstood, to reply to some remarks of mine, 
which he had not heard. I objected at once, for 
the reason I gave, that I had no idea of consenting 
to a partial debate. I wished an opportunity of re- 
plying, and that the gentleman could answer me in 
committee, where we both could be heard. As I 
wade this remark, the colleague of the gentleman 
from Charleston, (Mr. Campéeli),on my right made 
use of offensive terms, to which I replied, and after 





him as intentionally offering an insult tothe gentle-,this, the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 


man from North Carélina. 


Ptckens), out of order, whea another subject is 


——— 


ee 


under consideration—(a pension bill being under 
discussion )—went out of his way, asf thought, tp 
atilack me. It was under such circumstances, well 
calculated, I think, alter my previous explanations 

to excite any man, that I replied to the remarks of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens ) 

T understand that gentleman (Mr. Pickens) just 
now to say that he intended no insult to me jp 
the remarks he made; he intended only to use «rjqj. 
cule,” which he thought *‘a fair parliamentary arey. 
ment.” “ 

If I understand this gentleman (Mr. Pickens) 
correctly, itis due to the house, it is due to that 
gentleman, and, especially, it is due to myself, to 
state that I regret that, under the excitement which 
I felt, [ used language stronger than was called for 
or was strictly parliainentary and proper. I intend- 
ed the remarks in reply to what I deemed a personal 
attack. It seems no such attack was intended; that 
I was wrong in putting that construction on the 
gentleman’s remarks. 1 feel bound, therefore, to 
say, sir, that I wish my remarks to pass as “‘ridicule 
only,” as the gentleman’s remarks were “ridicule 
only.”” As he disclaims any wish to have bis re- 
marks received in a spirit of unkindness, [ make 
the same disclaimer. 

I thought, sir, when the gentleman referred to 
the ‘valiant knight from North Carolina,’ as he 
called me—when he spoke of my “pigmy arin,” 
and compared me to the sparrow ‘with his bow and 
arrow” shooting at Cock Robin—I thought his tone 
was one of conteinpt, and there was something 
sneering in his manner which was calculated to of- 
fend. I am glad, sir, that I was wrong in misun- 
derstanding the gentleman. I only refer now to 
his tone and manner to justify myself for the warinth 
I exhibited. 

But, Mr. Speaker, ifthe house will indulge me a 
moment further, L wish it expressly understood that, 
when I spoke of the arrogance of South Carolina, 
or what I called the “legislative insolence” of South 
Carolina, | meant by ‘‘insolence” the haughtiness, 
mixed w:th contempt, evinced in the report to 
which I referred. I did not speak of the state of 
South Carolina or the people of South Carolina with 
disrespect. I cannot, under any circumstances, be 
forced to speak disrespectfully of any sister state. 
I have too much self respect todo so. I have too 
much respect for North Carolina, for my constitu- 
ents,todo so. But, sir, I appeal not only to every 
North Carolinian—not only to every southern gen- 
tleman, but to every American on this floor—to 
read the report, especially page 10, to which I re- 
ferred, and to ask, if he respects the state of South 
Carolina as I do, if he will not feel indignant at the 
language there applied, by her legislature, to her 
sister states. At I to sit here coolly, sir, and see 
areport from her legislature, printed by order of 
this house, (without having been read, as it seems), 
in which my own state is accused of having been 
influenced in her recent vote by the money power, 
and of having united herself with “abolitionists and 
federalists,” and not say one word, either of defence 
or reproof?) No reasonable man can expect it, sir. 
No southern patriot would blame me for saying 
what I now repeat, that in justice to all the states 
of this union, in justice to this honse, in order to 
sustain our own dignity, that report ought not to 
have been received or entertained by this house. 

I beg pardon of the house for having trespassed 
on theirtime with personal matters. 1 beg pardon 
of the house, sir, if I violated any of its rules in the 
speech I made on yesterday or to-day. J intended 
no such thing. Iwas fighting doctrines, as I be- 
lieve, the most abominable that were ever enter- 
tained by American statesmen. I avoided person- 
alities. I thought I said so too often. I will con- 
tinue, in the discharge of my duty, an unrelenting 
warfare, a perpetual opposition to the odious opi- 
nions of direct taxation, disunion, &c. which are 
avowed by a talented portion of the friends of the 
departing ad:ninistration. 

Mr. Evans said it was obvious there was no 
foundation for ill feelings growing out of the de- 
bate, after these explanations and disclaimers, and 
he trusted whatever excitement had existed was 
now allayed. 

[Here the conversation dropped.) 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, asked the general consent 
of the house to allow hit to lay before it a number 
of joint resolutions and memorials which he had 
been for a long time receiving from his legislature, 
on a variety of subjects. 

Leave was objected to by Mr. Russell. 

Mr. Smith moved to suspend the rules for leave, 
but was ruled out of order by the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, the house 
resolved itself into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, on the bill making appropriations 





be the civil and diplomatic expenses of government 


for the year J841. Mr. Bell being alsent, Mr. [t- 
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coln, of Massachusetts, was called to the chair of 
ittee. 
nas Pp Rhett took the floor, and in the course of his 
remarke—Mr. Mason rose to order, on the ground 
that his remarks were irrelevant to the bill before 
se. 

thet, Stanly asked Mr. Mason to withdraw his call. 
He was not heard to do so, but the chatr made a 
decision which we could not hear. The result 
was, that Mr. Rheit continued his remarks till 7 
o’clock. When he concluded, Mr. Underwood ob- 
tained the floor; when the committee rose. 

The speaker, by permission, laid before the house 
sundry communications from the departments. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Feb. 20. ‘The journal of yesterday be- 
ing read—Mr. Smith, of Indiana, moved to amend 
it by inserting in substance the following: 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, asked the general consent 
of the house to allow him to lay before the house 
and have printed a number of joint resolutions which 
had been accumulating on his hands from his legis- 

re. 
mT being objected to by Mr. Russell, Mr. Smith 
then moved to suspend the rules for the purpose ot 
leave, which was ruled out of order by the chair, 
Mr. Jones, of Virginia, having obtained the floor, 
and moved that the house resolve itself into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Smith said he wished to have his motion no- 
{iced on the journals, that he had attempted, as he 
had frequently, to obtain the floor for that purpose; 
he thought it due to his state, and especially to 
himself, as the resolutions he was satisfied were 
jntended for himself and other of his colleagues who 
acted with him politically. 

Mr. Orabb thought the journal ought not to be 
amended, as it would give an undue advantage to 
the member from Indiana on the public records.— 
Members from alinost every state had resolutions 
or memorials from their legislatures to present, and 
wanted to present them at the earliest moment they 
could do so in order, but did not like to be making 
motions to suspend the rules so as to get that mo- 
tion on the journal to show their zeal. It was not 
customary to enter those motions, &c. 

Mr. Lincoln said motions to suspend the rules, 
when they were ineffectual, were not entered on 
the proceedings, unless they led to results which it 
became necessary to journalise. 

Mr. Smith replied, though it was unusual, if he 
was so disposed, he could make it appear on the 
journal, by calling the yeas and nays; but, as the 
time of the house was precious and far spent, he 
would not consume the time by doing so, and would 
withdraw the proposition, but would take all and 
every opportunity to introduce these resolutions, and 
he hoped the house would afford the opportunity. 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, moved the special order on the general 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. Russell moved that the rule in favor of the 
special order be suspended, and that the house pro- 
ceed to the consideration of private bills. 

This question was decided by yeas and nays, as 
follows: for the suspension 79, avainst it 68. There 
uot being two-thirds in the affirmative, the rules 
were not suspended. 

The motion of Mr. Jones was then agreed to. 

The house again resolved itself into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, and resumed 
the consideration of the general appropriation bill 
for the service of the year 1841; (Mr. Lincoln was 
again called to the chair of the committee.) 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Slunly on the 18th instant, to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of the bill. 

Mr, Underwood addressed the committee for two 
hours and a half; first, as to the abuses of the go- 
vernment and the means by which they were to be 
corrected; and then in reference to several of the 
leading questions of public policy—the currency, 
distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands, &e. Mr. U. was followed by Mr. Ser- 
geanl, who spoke fur about half an hour, partly in 
reply to some of the positions assumed by Mr. Un- 
derwood; when he gave way to a motion by Mr. 
Grinnell that the committee rise; which motion 
laving prevailed, the coumittee rose, and reported 
progress, 

Mr. Grinnell moved that the house do adjourn. 

_ It was carried by yeas and nays as follows: for 
the adjournment 76, against it 60. 
s pes house adjourned until Monday, 11 o’clock 

Monday, Feb. 22. Mr. Thompson, by leave re- 
portee a bill making appropriations for certain for- 
lifications of the United States generally for the 
Sites 1841, and for armament of fortifications, also 
es raising @ company of sappers, miners and pon- 
vniers, end a Pproprigting G5v0,UU0 for steam ships 
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of war. The amount proposed by the bill to be |to be corrected. The fees were exorbitant and 


appropriated for fortifications is $1,678,000—which 
bill was twice read and committed to the commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union. 

The rules were suspended for one hour for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the bill froin 
the senate to confirm to Indiana the lands selected 
for the Wabash and Erie canal, and the bill of this 
house making further appropriations for the explo- 
ration and survey of the northeastern boundary. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole on these bills. Mr. Banks was called to 
the chair of the committee. 

The Indiana canal land bill was read by the 
clerk, and no objection being made, it was laid 
aside, to be reported to the house. 

The bill making further appropriations for the 
exploration and survey of the northeastern boun- 
dary was taken up and read by the clerk. 

When this bill was under consideration on the 
13th inst. a motion was made by Mr. Underwood 
to amend it by striking ont $75,000, the amount 
proposed to be appropriated, and inserting $37,500. 
Mr. Petrikin, on the same day, moved to reduce 
the appropriation to $12,000. 

These propositions now came before the house. 

Mr. Proffit, who held the floor at the time the 
bill was last up, said he would not now occupy the 
time of the committee a minute. He had paid 
some attention to the bill when it was last under 
consideration; and he was convinced that the sum 
contemplated by it was necessary for the purpose. 
IIe, therefore, should withdraw all opposition in 
every shape, and he would vote forthe bill. He 
had ascertained that there were three lines to be 
run instead of one. 

Mr. Clifford opposed the amendment at some 
length, and made soine general observations on the 
northeastern boundary question. He hoped that 
10 metnber would vote to reduce the amount, as, if 
the whole sum was not necessary, it would not be 
expended, 

Mr. Petrikin insisted that the appropriation was 
extravagant—and, in proof of this, referred to ap- 
propriations made in other surveys and explora- 
tions. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendinent, and it was rejected. 

And the question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 

The committee, on motion of Mr. Jameson, then 
rose and reported both bills to the house. 

The bill in relation te the Indiana canal lands 
was then forthwith ordered to a third reading, was 
read the third time accordingly, passed, and re- 
turned to the senate. 

The bill appropriating $75,000 for continuing 
the exploration and survey of the northeastern 
boundary was then taken up inthe house. Mr. 
Campbell, of Tennessee, renewed the motion to 
amend the bill by striking out $75,000, and insert- 
ing $37,500. 

Mr. Petrikin renewed his motion toamend by 
inserting $20,000. 

Mr. Lewis Williams moved $50,000. 

Mr. Stanly moved the previous question; which 
was ordered; and Mr. Petrikin moved to recominit. 

It was not in order, as the previous question had 
been moved. 

The questions were severally put on striking 
out $75,000 and inserting $50,000, $37,500, and 
$20,000, and they were severally rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third time 
forthwith. 

It was read the third time accordingly; when 
the previous question was moved, seconded, put, 
and carried in the affirmative; and the main ques- 
tion was put, that is, that the bill do pass? and was 
decided in the affirmative. It was then sent to the 
senate for concurrence. ‘ 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the state of the union, and took 
up the general appropriation bill. The question 
occurred on the motion of Mr. Hunt tostrike ont 
the proviso of the bill relative to the compensation 





appeal. 


should be reduced. 

Mr. G. Davis submitted an amendment, and ex- 
plained the effect of his proposition. He had not 
concluded when the hour of half past two o'clock 
arrived, and the house then took a recess until 4 
o’clock. 

Evening session. At4o’clock the committee re- 
assembled—the general appropriation bill being 
under consideration, and the amendment of Mr. 
Davis, of Ky. relative to the fees and emoluments 
of district attorneys, marshals and clerks being 
pending, Mr. Davis, of Ky. who was interrupted in 
his remarks by the arrival of the bour forrecess, 
resumed the floor and advocated bis amendment. 

He was followed by Mr. Saltonstall, who advo- 
cated the reduction of the fees and emoluments of 
the officers named. 

Mr. Thompson, of 8S. C. followed, repudiated the 
idea that the treasury was to be replenished by the 
reduction of the fees and emoluments of its offi- 
cers; entered into a vindication of the south from 
the charge of its having been the father of the 
tariff system, and denied that the tariff of 1816 
was protective in its character. 

Messrs. Muson, of Ohio, Thompson and Brown, 
of Mississippi, Wanderpoel, Grinnell, Cooper, of 
Georgia, Monroe and Clark, Floyd and Dickenson 
participated in the debate. The latter suggested 
an amendment to the effect that after an attorney, 
marshal or clerk’s compensation amounted to the 
maxinium fixed in the proviso, they should be en- 
titled to a per centum on all over that maximum of 
10, 20 or 30 per cent. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi then moved to 
strike out the proviso in the bill and in lieu thereof 
to inserta substitute giving to the United States 
district attorneys, marshals and clerks respectively 
the sane fees as are received, or as are now orma 
hereafter be allowed by the laws of said states re- 
spectively, where said courts are held, to the clerks, 
alterneys and connsel and sheriffs in the higher 
courts of said states in which like services are ren- 
dered, except that the marshals shall receive for 
summoning every jury, thirty dollars, and for every 
days attendance upon any court five dollars, &c. 

Mr. £vans submitted a question of order in re- 
lation to this amendment, the amount of which 
question was, whether it is competent to introduce 
in this bill any proposition going to increase or 
diminish the compensation of any officer which is 
fixed by law. 

The chair decided, in substance, that, alihough 
he did not conceive it was strictly in order for the 
committee of ways and means to have reported the 
proviso in the bill, yet, as it was in the bill, and not 
in the power of the committee to rule it out of 
order, it was competent to amend it. 

Mr. Hand advocated Mr. Thompson’s amendment. 

Mr. Fillmore opposed it onthe ground that its 
details were defective, and stated that all the diffi- 
culties arose from placing the subject in the appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr, Jones, of Virginia, was against Mr. Thomp- 
son’s amendment, and in favor of the proviso as it 
was reported in the bill. 

The question was then pnt on the amendment, 
and there appeared yeas 66, nays 66. 

The committee being equally divided, the chair 
voted in the affirmative, and so Mr. Thompson’s 
amendment was agreed to. 

At a quarter before nine o’clock, Mr. Underwood 
moved that the committee rise. The motion was 
rejected. 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved a long additional provi- 
so which the chair ruled to be out of order, on the 
ground that it was a subject different from that uu- 
der consideration. 

Mr. Cave Johnson appealed. 

The chatr then stated at large the grounds of his 
decision, and referred to numerous precedents in 
support of it. 

Mr. Casey asked Mr. Johnson to withdraw his 
Mr. Johnson declined. 

Mr. Underwood was opposed to the decision of 


of the several district attorneys, maishals and | the chair, aud referred to precedents in support of 


clerks. 

Mr. Sergeant resumed and concluded his remarks 
at one o’clock, when Mr. Sianly withdrew his mo- 
tion to strike out the enacting clause. Alter some 
explanations between Messrs, Stanly, Rhett and 
Rives, Mr. Cushing renewed the motion tostrike 
out the enacting clause, and addressed the commit- 
tee for about twenty minutes. At the conclusion 
of his remarks, he withdrew the motion to strike 
out the enacting clause. 

The question then occurred on Mr. Hunl’s mo- 
tion, when Mr. Hunt addressed the committee, Mr. 
Reed entered intoa history of this matter, and of 
the various efforts that had been made to provide a 
remedy for what be considered an evil which ought 


i 


i 





his position. 

Mr. Wise explained as to one of the precedents 
referred to by Mr. Underwood, and showed that it 
ought not to be ciled, as it was made under extra- 
ordinary circumstances, 

Mr. Underwood resumed on the appeal, but be- 
fore he had concluded, he gave way to Mr. Cave 


| Johnson to move that the committee rise. 


Ii was five minutes past nine o’clock. 


The motion prevailed, though less than a quorum 
voted, 


The speaker resumed the chair. 

Mr. Fillmore moved ihe printing of the amend- 
ment adopted on the motion of Mr. Thompson, of 
Mississippi. And then the house adjourned, 
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CHRONICLE. __ 

Banxs. Richmond banks. The Richmond Whig 
says: The Richmond banks continue, and_ will con- 
tinue, to pay specie, and that without contracting their 
line of discounts. On the contrary, as the season of 
business advances, they expect to extend the line of 
discounts. A different apprehension has produced 
uneasiness in the community; but we may pronounce 
it, from all we hear, groundless, 

United States bank, An adjourned meeting of the 
stockhollers of the United States bank was held at the 
city hotel New York on Tuesday evening, when the 
following resolutions were adopted: 

Whereas, the amount vf stock owned and repre- 
sented in the city of New York is not less than 
$7,000,000, and whereas a due regard for the interests 
of the stockholders requires immediate action in the 
premises. soy: 

Ist. Resolved, That while we disclaim any inten- 
tion to justify the mis-management of the bank or to 
excuse the errors of its direction, we very respectfully 
appeal wo the legislature of Pennsylvania to protect us 
from any further sacrifice of our property, by placing 
all the banks of the state on the same footing. 

2d. Resolved, That *much of the stock is owned 
by widows, orphans and persons retired from business 
having no personal agency in the affairs of the bank, 
and all sufferers, without any misconduct or act of 
their own.” 

We deprecate any measure by which this property 
may be greatly iinpaired or entirely sacrificed by forc- 
ed sales on a prostrated market, at the mandate of the 
law, or through the inexorable agency of trustees or 
liquidators. 

3d. Resolved, That, as stockholders and their re- 

resentatives, we request that we may have the privi- 
ege of making the mostof our property, and that we 
may not be crippled by penal restrictions in its disposal. 

4th. Resolved, Thata committee of five be appoint- 
ed to proceed to Philadelphia to examine fully into the 
actual affairs of the bank. 

5th. Resolved, That the said committee be instruct- 
ed to report the result of their investigation to a future 
meeting as soon as possible. 

The following gentlemen were named on the com- 
mittee— Chester Jennings, Wm. Hogan, Leonard 8. 
Sorias, Edward Loffan, Wm. H. Furness. 

Notes and deposites. We learn that at the time the 
United States bank suspended specie payments, her 
notes in circulation amounted to about $2,800,000; 
and her deposits at all points, to $1,100,000, 

[Philad. Inquirer. 


Bank convention. The Louisville Journal says, that 
nearly twenty banks were represented in the late bank 
convention in that city—the banks of Ohio, Kentucky, 
Indiana and ‘Tennessee. ‘he committee to whom 
was referred the subject of resumption, reported it as 
their opinion, A 

That the banks of Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky, 
ought not at this time to resume specie payments 
without farther concert with other banks in the west, 
and some of the principal banks in New Orleans. 
Tne committee are of opinion that an early resumption 
is alike demanded by the best interests of the oanks 
and of the community; and therefore, that the banks 
represented in this convention should so shape their 
business, as to be able to resume at the earliest practi- 
cable day, and that it be recommended to the other 
banks in the west and south to shape their course for 
an early resumption. ' 

They are of opinion that the banks can avail them- 
selves of the proceeds of the last year’s crop, and place 
themselves in a condition to resume specie payments 
at an early day; and, if most of the other banks in the 
west and south can be brought to act in concert, that 
resumption may take place without prejudice to the 
banks or the community. 

They think a committee should be appointed by 
this convention to correspond with the banks in the 
west and south, and endeavor to induce them all to 
actin concert and place themselves in a condition to 
resume specie payments at the earliest day, and that 
said committee have power to call a convention of the 
banks of Ohio, Iodiana, a Poms Tennessee, Lili- 
nois, Jouisiana, Alabama, &c. whenever they may 
think it expedient, to propose to meet at Louisville, for 
the purpose of agreeing on a day for the resumption of 
specie payments. 


Tue witt oF Mr. Bartietr. We learn that the 
late Wm. Bartlett, esq. of Newburyport, has bequeath- 
ed fifty thousand dollars to the theological seminary at 
Andover, making more than two hundred thousand 
dollars as the total amount of his donation to that in- 
stitution. The estate of Mr. Bartlett proves to be about 
halfa million of dollars in value, most of which, ex- 
cept the bequest to Andover, is given to the grand 
children of the deceased. 


Cemetery or Mount Avsurn. Nine years have 
just come to a close since the cemetery was consecre- 
ted, and it is gratifying to learn that the undertaking 
has prospered to a degree fully equal to the expectation 
of its friends. 

The following facts are taken from the recent re- 

ort of the treasurer, to wit: 
ts cost, including a receiving tomb in 





the city, 1s $36,816 20 

Amount of funds invested, and in the trea- 
Bury, 19,477 32 
$38,293 52 








‘Whole number of lots sold, is seven hundred and 
thirty-nine. 

_Whole number of interments is eleven hundred and 
ninety-two. 

The amount realized from sales of lots, beyond the 
annual expenses, and the payment to the Massachu- 
setts Horticultural society, is probably less than one 
half of the sum required to rebuild the gateway of gra- 
nite, and to erecta wall of stone, in place of the picket 
fence, now fast going to decay. [Boston Post. 


Fara. epipemic. We are sorry to learn from the 
Knoxville Register of the 6ih February, that the fatal 
epidemic which lately made its appearance in West 
‘l'ennessee, is gradiialiy extending itself, and has cre- 
ated much alarm in the vicinity of Henry county. It 
is supposed to be the disease known some years since 
in that section of country as the “cold plague.” Its 
ravages are well remembered in several of the upper 
counties of East Telnessee, and western counties of 
North Carolina. 


_ Tue xtne or France. The following items appear 
in the civil list of this monarch: For subscription to 
publications, £10,000; music boxes at theatres, bene- 
fits, &c. £12,000; manufacturers £23,560; museums 
and fine arts £15,000; works of arts £20,000; medals 
and mint £16,000. Thus it appears that the French 
sovereign has placed at his disposal a sum of nearly 
£100,000 for the special encouragement of native aris, 
sciences and manufactures. 


GAMBLING IN sTocks. It is stated in a New York 
paper, that the board of brokers, in that city, have 
passed a resolution against all transactions involving 
deliveries of stocks atlong dates. This is an attempt 
toshut one door against gambling in stocks, while 
another ‘‘principal entrance” is left open. Ifthe stock 
gamblers cannot get a bargain to receive or deliver a 
small lot at four months, they will, by way of compen- 
sation, undertake for a large lot attwo months. If the 
board would strike at the root of the evil—which has 
there become a crying one—let them prohibit all time 
transactions. [ Patriot. 


GiRLS WANTED. The whole population of Cook 
county, Illinois, in which is the village of Chicago, is 
11,045. Of these, the number of males between 20 and 
39 years of age, is 2,479; of females of the same age 
1,220—less than one half. Of those between 30 and 
40- years of age, the males are 1,162, the females 590, a 
disproportion as bad. Under this state of things, the 
Chicago American requests to have sent ona cargo of 
first rate marriageable women. 


A Gone city. The city of Apalachicola has bought 
out the city of St, Joseph, and hereafier all the business 
of the latter is to be united with that of the former. In 
speaking of this bargain, saie and transfer, the editor of 
the Apalachicola Journal says: Of St. Joseph we 
would speak as of a deceased foe, who had warred 
long and magnanimously against ns, and at last fell a 
victim to her own delusive theories. She now “sleeps 
death’s silent sleep,’ on the very spot of her origin; 


j and while we chaunt her funeral requiem, we would 


throw the broad mantle of charity over her manifold 
imprudence and indiscretions, and receive her citi- 
zens as the faiher did the prodigal son.” 


Ice no! The quantities of ice taken from Fres!i Pond, 
are enormous; and during a cold season the supply may 
be considered inexhaustible. ‘The amount of this re- 
freshing article, shipped last year from Charlestown 
and Boston was about 32,000 tons—nearly all of which 
came from Fresh Pond. During the year, several large 
ice liouses have been erected, near Spy Pond in West 
Cambridge, which the proprietors are now busily en- 
gaged in filling. The exportation of ice taken from 
these two ponds, during the present year, will probab! 
amount to 40,000 tons—employing 133 vessels, eac 
carrying 300 tons. 

This business must increase to a very considerable 
extent. Ice is highly valued in southern ports, where 
ever it has been intoduced—and the people are ex- 
ceeding reluctant to forego the luxury. In many large 
and populous towns in the West India islands, ice has 
not yet been introduced—but if we judge correctly of 
Yankee enterprise—it soon will be when Charlestown 
branch rail road is extended to Fresh Pond, this will 
become an imporiant article of export. [Boston Jour. 


Mexican potiars. Dr. Hort, the assayer of the 
United States. branch mint at New Orleans, informs 


such persons as are in the habit of depositing Mexican | 


dollars at the mint, under the impression: of realizing 
some profit frem the recoinage, that there is at present 
in circulation in New Orleans, a large amount of 
Mexican dollars, of a depreciated standard, and vary- 
ing considerably as to the extent of depreciation.— 
Irom the results of repeated assays made during the 
three last years, he has discovered four descriptions of 
the above currency, of the following respective values: 

Of the 1st description the dollars is worth 62 22-100 


Of the 2d 0. do. do. 72 22-100 
Of the 3d do. do. do. 83 50-100 
Of the 4th do. do. do. 96 33-100 


At the present time the dollar of the 3d description 
worth 835 cents, are by far the most abundant in cir- 
culation. amy are so well executed that very few 
persons, even the most experienced, can detect them. 
The letter “D” is stamped on them, intimating that 
they came from the mint at Durango. He farther ob- 
serves, that the Mexican gold coins have hitherto on an 
avarage sugtajped thair legal title and estimated value. 


END OF VOLUME FIFTY-NINE. 
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Oppression. A singular measure has been adopted 
hy the government inSaxony. The wool dealers from 
Bohemia, who came across the frontier, and were of 
essential service to the small woollen manufacture< 
have been prohibited, as fur as they are 4 the Jewis), 
ee from exercising their calling. Some of the 
cul papers have very properly shown the Impolicy of 
this step, which as well as the harsh measures in fore, 
against the Jews in some other German states, and es. 
pecially in Bavaria, have their origin in the monopolis. 
log spirit. ‘The difference of creeds on this, as on vile; 
occasions, is a mere pretext for oppression. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. The public domain, held jp 
trust by the general government, for the benefit of jj 
the states, lies in nine states, namely: Ohio, Indiana 
Illinois, Missouri, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana’ 
Michigan and Arkansas. There have been old 
81,083,191 97 acres; granted for various purposes 
16,514,041 05 acres; unsold, including lands surveyed 
154,497,765 03 acres; surveyed 192,803,490 29 acres. 
unsurveyed 52,207,124 24 acres. Received for land 
sold $113,823,397 20. 


SHIP BUILDING IN Maing. The tonnage of new ves. 
sels built in Maine last year was 27,705.60 tons, beings 
more than any other in the union—consisting of 28 
ships, 48 brigs, 63 schooners and 3 steamboats. Maine, 
in navigation, stands the third in the country, and, 
with her 500,000 ene has a larger fleet than the 


pated tonnage of N. Jersey, Pennsylvania and Mary. 
and. 


STEAM IN THE Paciric. The Philadelphia United 
States Gazette states, on the authority of letters from 
the Pacific to November 26, that the British “steam 
packet company” had two of their steam vessels in 
operation, ‘I'he “Peru” arrived at Callao from Valpa- 
raiso on the 7th of Nov. in eight days passage, touch- 
ing all the intermediate ports; she lefi Lima for Valpa- 
raiso on the 15th November with one hundred und 
thirty-five passengers! this being her first trip. On the 
24th of November the “Chile” arrived in 8} days from 
Valparaiso with forty-five passengers, being her first 
trip. ‘I'hese vessels are spoken of as being of 750 tons, 
built with great regard to strength, that the hull may 
be the betier able to resist the constant jarring of the 
engines, and maintain its tightness in the strongest gale 
and heaviest sea. They have additional fastenings, 
and are if possible, built stronger than sea vessels na- 
vigated by sails. ‘They steamed it nearly all the pas- 
sage from England to Chili in 55 days! stopping at 
Rio Janeiro and passing through the straits of Magel- 
lan. ‘The “Peru” in 32 hours through the straits. 

It is understood that the company will not run the 
line to Panama until their other steam vessels are ready 
to go into operation on this side of the Isthmus, from 
Charges to England, via Jamaica and New York. It 
is contemplated that they will be in readiness. in all 
this year, (1541). It would be no easy task to calculate 
all the advantages that will be derived from this line 
of steam communication between the United States, 
Europe and the shores of the vast Pacific. It will be 
no difficult matter for an English merchant or his 
agent, to reach the city of Limain Peru, from England 
in 45 days, and from the United States in 30 days. 
When the passage around Cape Horn would require 
from 100 to 120 days, with all the discomfort of storn.s 
aud tempest. [ American. 


More suits. Mr. Andrew Miller and Mr. Georze 
Alberti have instituted other suits against the Bank of 
the United States. In the first case the bank paid tie 
specie (920) to Mr. Miller. The Ledger says—‘‘lo 
what extent the trouble of a law suit may operate in 
deterring holders of bills from that resort in their col- 
lection, cannot now be told; but from the number of 
suits which we have been informed were instituted ves- 
terday and to-day, we cannot help coneluding that 
the bank will find the run through a legal channel 
quite as harassing and more unprofitable—as each suit 
is attendant with costs and interest—than a compli 
ance with the demands at the counter. Creditors 
seein inexorable, and are determined to have their 
claims.” 


F’reperick A. TaLtumapce has been appointed re- 
corder of the city of New York, in the place of Robert 
H. Morris, removed. 


Trinipapd. The New York Journal of Commerce 
says: We learn that a large number of the colored 
persons who erigrated from Philadelphia a few montha 
since for the island of Trinidad, have returned aud 
bring an unfavorable report of the condition and pros 
pects of those who remain. If colored people wish (0 
try the experiment of emigration successfully, they 
should go to Liberia. Of those who have gone there; 
very few have returned, or wish to return. 


A victim To science. The Courter des Etats Unis 
publishes a Paris letter of 8ih January froma which we 
make this translation: 

The scientific public have been grieved hy the death 
of young Hervy, who was preparing a eourse of public 
lectures on chemistry. A casting in which he was 'try- 
ing some experiments on the solidification by cval 0! 
carbonic acid gas, exploded in his hands, and drove 
his body into a closet, the doors of which it burs'— 
broke one tluigh, and seriously injured the other. Oe 
leg was immediately amputated, and sufficient reaction 
of the system was only wanted for to cut off the other 
when the unfortunate sufferer died. 

A pension was granted to this victim of science, b'' 
the order for it was laid upon a corpse. [N. Y. Anter. 
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JEREMIAH HUGHES, 


Eprror AND PROPRIETOR, 





Sixteen pages published every Saturday---Price five dollars per annum. 





Already has the Register attained an enviable reputation. 
Nearly the entire edition of the fifty volumes published durin 
the life time of the elcer Mr. Nizzs, has been disposed of, ‘nt 
the few remaining copies in the hands of his administrators, are 
rapidly going off at the price fixed by the orphans’ court, 125 
dollars per set, bound. 

THE NEW SERIES of the work, in an enlarged form, and 
in a better sized type, commenced with September, 1836, since 
which a volume has been regularly completed every six months. 
Price $2 50 per volume, or $5 per annum. , 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, at five dollars per annum, will be re- 
ceived, commencing either at the time of subscribing, or with 
the current or any preceding volume. 

The numbers will be forwarded by mail every week, carefully 
packed and directed, or if preferred, they can be retained until 
a volume is completed, aud then forwarded to subscribers in 
volume. 

The present proprietor of the work has already introduced 
several very material improvements—amongst which, is not only 
amore comprehensive inpEx of the contents of each volume than 
has heretofore accompanied the work, but also a brief index of 
the contents of each separate number, contributing vastly to that 
convenience for reference, on which so much of the value of a 
register depends. 

Again, each number of the Register, instead of having the 
articles promiscuously thrown into its pages, has them now ar- 
ranged, so far as they will admit, after the following plan : 


ist. FOREIGN ARTICLES, Ist, of a general character, as 
of Europe, &c. 2d, British affairs. 3d, France. 4th, Germany, 
and so of the various sovereignties and sections of the globe, 
succeeding geographically. 

2d. NATIONAL CONCERNS, Ist, of a general character, 
Executive, Diplomatic and Official Documents; Appointments, 
&c. 2d, Foreign relations, Trade, Commerce, Tariff. Sd, Con- 
cerns of the Departments. 4th, Post Office. 5th, Public Lands. 
6th, Army. 7th, Navy. 8th, Indian Frontier, é&c. 
. 8d. STATES OF THE UNION, under heads arranged ge- 
ographically, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, &c. in- 
cluding Statistics, Election returns, &c. 

4th. PASSING INCIDENTS, Local affairs of places, per: 
sons, and including a regular account of the latest market prices 
and statistics of staple articles, such as Flour, Cotton, Tobacco, 
é&c. so as to furnish a regular compendium of each. 
~. 5th. LAW AND CASES IN COURT, Trials and Legal 
Decisions. 

6th. POLITICS OF THE DAY, An impartial record of move- 
ments and principles of parties. 

7th. INVENTIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS in arts and 
manufactories, &c. 

8th. CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS ann SPEECHES, 
to the recording of which, a considerable portion of the work is 
necessarily devoted. 


9th. A CHRONICLE, alphabetically arranged, occupies the 





last page of each number. 








On forwarding to his scbscribers the title page and index 
of the TenrH volume of the new series, or sixTIETH volume 
of the entire work, which this sheet will complete, the editor 
is bound in gratitude to acknowledge the many favors that 
he has met with from an intelligent public, as well as from 
cotemporaries, in countenancing and supporting the publica- 
ion, by aid of which, notwithstanding the pecuniary difficulties 
of the period that has transpired since he has had charge of 
the establishment, he is still cheered on to the performance 
of his task, and encouraged to devote every energy to its 
progress. ! 

To have charge of one of the most authentic histories of 
events which have transpired within the last thirty years, as 
well as of innumerable reminiscences of interesting incidents 
prior to that period—and of keeping up a continuance of such 
a valuable register of events, is a responsibility of which the 
editor feels the full weight. The duties which such a posses- 
sin implies, requires that the whole soul should be enlisted 
in its performance—and also that a generous aid should be 
afforded by all who have it in their power, without mate- 
rial inconvenience, to contribute to the work. The editor 
ventures to solicit that aid in behalf of so important an un- 
dertaking. 

The first object of the publication is to furnish readers with 
an authentic and impartial account of passing incidents,— 
4 record of those important. official statistics to which refer- 
*hce can be made, with full confidence in their aceuracy, on 
any future occasion, Of the value of the work in this respect, 





no better testimony need be adduced than is afforded by the 
frequency of the appeals that public men all over the union, 
make to its pages, upon almost every topic of discussion.— 
It is well known that during the recent ardent political strug- 
gle in this country, NiLEes’ ReGisTeR was a never failing ma- 
gazine from which partizans on either side derived the facts, 
speeches, and reports in relation both to men and things that 
came under review. The work constitutes, in short, as au- 
thentic and comprehensive materials for the nistory of the 
period elapsed since its publication was commenced, as ever 
were placed in the hands of a historian of any period. 

The value of such a work in the library of an American 
citizen who looks towards public life, is inestimable. Judge 
Crem. Dorsry, the compiler of the new publication of. the 
“Laws of Maryland,” and who was, previous to his appoint- 
ment to the bench, long recognised as one of the most talent- 
ed members of the legislature of Maryland and. a leading 
politician of the state, lately remarked to the editor, “One 
great secret of the advantage which I always contrived to 
have over my opponents on any question coming before the 
legislature for discussion, was owing not so much to an ex- 
cellent memory, which was credited to me, for being so well 
posted up with facts to which I could recur, and which others 
had forgotten, as to the precaution 1 used, never to to 
Annapolis. without taking with me my full set of Niles’ Regis- 
ter, to the pages of which I had nothing to do but to appeal; 
and, sir, I never did go there without taking the whole of them 
with me,” 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 








As a current weekly publication, there is perhaps none that 
comprises more of the usrrun, to the generality of readers. 
Confined to matrers or ract, the vast volumes of Hot 
which occupy so large.a pdgtiogt ®i_mearveral the iveekty 
journals of ‘the country a ‘excluded from our pages; and 
even facts themselves are, as far as in our power, divested 
of the thousands of rumors and speculations relative to them 
which many papers are employed in trumpeting over the land, 
and to correct the errors of which, constitutes one half of 
their subsequent labor. With the still larger volume of ad- 
vertisements, ship news and local incidents, of interest for 
the day and the spot only whence they are issued, the Re- 
gister has nothing to do, ‘The great hody of American 
people, we presume, have no disposition to be incommoded 
with such reading. 

Those items of intelligence that ought to interest citizens 
of a republic, every one of whom have a right to partake in 
the government of the community of which he is a member, 








ARE ovr THEMES. ‘To furnish more or less of the rruvn, j, 
relation to every public transaction, in proportion to its appa. 
rent importance, 1s our opsecT. To maintain what we ho. 
lieve to ‘be,the drue int@rest_.of the family of man, and of tip 
own country in particular, is ouR INTEREST no less than oyp 
puty—and from the performance of that duty we shall not 
swerve. 

As appertaining to a record of the times and of especig] 
current use to the community, we shall keep our readers 
regularly apprised, in very brief statements, of the pricgs 
CURRENT of the principal staples of our country, and of ingj- 
dents in relation to their value—of the rate of ExXcHANGEs at 
the prominent points—of the fluctuations of the MONEY map. 
KET, at home and abroad——-of the prospects in anticipation, 
and of the products realized, of the principal crops—and of 
various other items of which the cHronicLe page of each 
number of the Register is made up. 





From the National Intelligencer. 

Niles’ Register. It is not necessary, we are sure, 
for us to say a word in commendation of that valu- 
able repository of facts and documents which is al- 
ready almost the only authority that can easily be 
referred to, and entirely relied upon, for an impor- 
tant portion of our country’s history. 





From the New York American. 

Niles’ Register, long known, and where known, 
most valued as a careful and comprehensive regis- 
ter of all the important public documents and poli- 
tical and statistical details. 





From the Richmond ( Va.) Enquirer. 
Niles’ Register. It is the best general collection 
of historical facts and references, that is published 
in the United States with a table of contents. 





From the New Hampshire Patriot. 

Niles’ Register. As a record of facts, notwith- 
standing a slight tinge of whig coloring is generally 
apparent, the Register stands among the first pub- 
lications in the country. 





From the New Hampshire Statesman. 

As a record of facts, and documents, and events, 
legislative, biographical, historical and statistical, 
there is no work in the United States securing so 
full and faithful an account; in fact it is not only a 
great aid to every business man, but has become 
almost indispensable to such as have occasion to 
refer to public documents or public proceedings, for 
important statistical facts. 





. From the Baltimore Chronicle. 

Niles’ Register. As a faithful chronicler of events, 
the Register stands. pre-eminently and deservedly 
high; indeed, no other publication in the country 
furnishes equal facilities for reference to things past. 





From the Ohio Republican. 
Niles’ Register. Asa record of documents, facts, 
and news of the day, this work has no equal in the 
United States. Its pages abound with valuable in- 


- formation of all kinds, but more particularly with 


facts and incidents connected with the history of 
our country, and is essentially useful as a book of 
reference, and is now a standard work of all the 
principal libraries in the United States. We recom- 
mend it with pleasure to all wishing a faithful reeord 
of the times—the price per annum is five dollars. 





From the New York Evening Post. 

Niles’ Register. As a record of facts and docu- 
ments, and the news of the day, this journal stands 
among the foremost, and some improvements in 
contemplation will still farther enhance its value to 
its subscribers. 





From Freedom’s Sentinel, Schenectady, N.Y. 
Niles’ Register. This old, faithful and valuable 
paper—is so well known, as well in Europe as the 
United States, that the Register is chiefly compiled 
of all the important public documents, and political 
and statistical details—which are recorded with the 


utmost aceuracy and impartiality—that it is searcely | 











RECOMMENDATIONS. 


necessary to add one word in its commendation. 
We hope the proprietor will be amply compen- 
sated for his efforts to render the Register still more 
valuable. 





From the Charleston (S. C.) Mercury. 

Niles’ Register. We take this opportunity of say- 
ing something of the character of this publication, 
and its claims to the patronage of the community. 
As a political journal, the Register stands quite 
alone—it has no partizan character—its object is 
not to propagate the opinions of one man, or ad- 
vocate the advancement of any one party, but to 
present from week to week, a judicious collection 
of facts and documents connected with, and tend- 
ing to elucidate the political history and condition 
of the country. ‘Too much praise cannot be given 
to the uniform judgment, and good sense, which 
have governed the conductor of the Register in the 
selection of its articles. The citizen will find in it 
every thing necessary to give him a complete ac- 
quaintance with the spirit of the political world, 
and to the future historian, the Register will be an 
inestimable treasury of the most authentic and 
ample materials for the history of this country.— 
The great popularity, and indeed authority which 
it has attained, both in this country and in Europe, 
attest that this is no exaggerated praise, and the 
unobtrusive character of its conductor is another 
proof, if any other were needed, that its reputation 
depends exclusively upon its merits. We sincerely 
wish it, both for the benefit of the editor and the 
community, a universal circulation. 





‘rom the St. Lowis (Mo.) Republican. 

Niles’ Register. There is no periodical in the 
union, probably in the civilized world, that has won 
for itself so lasting and so enviable a reputation as 
this. Every where, at home and abroad, by the pub- 
lic men of our own and of other countries, without 
distinction of party, it is regarded as a strictly cor- 
rect register of passing events, and upon all occa- 
sions, its pages are cited and respected as authority, 
and although the editor has never surrendered the 
integrity of his own opinions, he has won from those 
of opposite sentiments their respect and confidence. 
The many testimonials given by congress and other 
public functionaries, is a certain evidence of the 
integrity and ability with which facts pertaining to 
the history of the country have been presented and 
preserved. 





From the Boston Atlas. 
Niles’ Register. Asa work of reference, the Re- 
gister is invaluable. It has been conducted with 
judgment, and presents a mass of political and his- 


torical matter which is to be found in no other pub- 
lication. 





From the Lynchburg Virginian. 

Niles’ Register. Asa record of facts and docu- 
ments, it is decidedly the best publication of the 
day, whilst an ample portion of its pages is devoted 
to the publication of the current news. The back 
volumes of the Register are now uniformly appeal- 
ed to, whenever it is necessary to recur to past 





mentary and of course authentic history of the times, 
We cordially recommend it to public patronage. 





From the Zanesville (O.) Gazette. 

Niles’ Register. The Register has been publish- 
ed for 29 years, and is well known to be the best 
record of the events of the day that is published in 
the United States. 





From the Lexington ( Ky.) Intelligencer. 

Niles’ Weekly Register. As a channel of authen- 
tic intelligence to the great public, of political and 
other events, it is without a rival in America for its 
accuracy as to facts; and so far as political specula- 
tions are concerned, it is marked by a calmness, 
correctness of discrimination, soundness of judg- 
ment, and a courtesy to contemporary writers, which 
being already well known can receive little addi- 
tional celebrity from our approbation. The Regis- 
ter has for many years been a depository of all the 
most important public documents elicited by the 
sessions of congress. 





From the United States Gazette, Philadelphia. 

Niles’ Register may now be deemed one of the 
most valuable repositories of facts—political, statis- 
tical, geographical, historical, religious and miscel- 
laneous. It is when we need such information that 
we learn to know the value of Niles’ Register.— 
We observed while at Harrisburg afew weeks since, 
that ‘Niles’ Register” was a text book for those 
that dealt in facts and wished to chasten the little 
extravagancies of the fancy members. 





From the Charlestown ( Va.) Free Press. 
Niles’ Register. The Register presents a faithful 
documentary record of the political and other im- 
portant events of the country, and should be cherish- 

ed by the publie with affection and liberality. 





From the Pitisburg ( Pa.) Gazette. 

“This valuable work has been for years before 
the public, and has obtained a most enviable rept 
tation with men of all parties. The editor intends 
muking improvements in his plan of publication, 
which will render it still more valuable, while the 
terms are to remain as heretofore—five dollars per 
annum, payable in advance.” 





From the Delaware Jouraal. 

Niles’ Register. We have frequently heretofore 
expressed our opinion of the Register with which 
we have so long been familiar. It is in our judgmeat 
decidedly the most useful and valuable book of re 
ference published in the country, for one who has 
occasion to refer to public documents, congressio0@ 
debates and transactions, and passing events—and 
who has not? For nearly thirty years in which the 
Register has been published, it constitutes the fullest 
and most authentic history of the country, which s 
to be found any where else within the same compas* 
We heartily wish it a prosperous continuance. 





From the Alexandria (D. C.) Gazette. 
As a record of facts and documents, and of the 


events—furnishing, as they do, a complete docu-| news of the day, Niles’ Register is unrivalled. 
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